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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Scorr H. HuLL, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of Oskaloosa, Mahaska county, Iowa,
have invented a new and useful Adjustable
Pad-Skirt, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

The object of this invention is to provide
an adjustable pad-skirt for harness.

A further object of this invention is to be
found in the provision of a pad-skirt adjust-
able longitudinally and means for maintain-
ing any desired adjustment of said pad-skirt.

My invention consists in the construction,
arrangement, and combination of elements
hereinafterset forth, pointed out in my claims,
and illustrated by the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is an edge view of my improved
device. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of my im-
proved device, a portion of one strap being
cut away. Fig. 3 isa cross-section on the in-
dicated line 8 3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detail
view of a connecting device employed be-
tween the members of the pad-skirt. Fig. 5
is a detail cross-section of a modified form of
connecting device and the parts adapted to be
joined thereby. Figs. 6 and 7 areviews of a

~further modified form of my device.

In the construction of the device as shown
the numeral 10 designates the base-leather of
a pad-skirt, and 11 the face-leather thereof.
The leathers 10 11 are stitched together and
lie parallel and in contact with each other. A
slot 12 is formed in the face-leather 11, and a
back-band billet 13 is fixed to and depends
from the skirt longitudinally and in front of
said slot. A skirt extension 14 is provided
and preferably is of less width than the skirt
proper. A buckle - piece 15 is mounted on
and stitched to the skirt extension 14, and a
buckle 16 thereon is adapted to engage and
be adjustably connected to the billet 13. A
hook 17 isprovided, and the stem thereof is
flattened and formed with rivet-holes 18 19.
The stem of the hook 17 is inserted between
the skirt extension 14 and the buckle-piece
15 and is secured therein by one or more rivets
20, mounted through said buckle-piece and
skirtextension and extending through arivet-
hole 18 or 19. One end portion of the stem
of the hook 17 is curved or formed with a
gooseneck, and a cross-head 21, of flat, broad,
and relatively thin material, is mounted at its

center on the extremity of said gooseneck.
The cross-head 21 isof a width approximating
closely to the width of the slot 12 and of a
length approximating to the distance between
the marginal rows of stitching, whereby the
leathers 10 11 are connected to form the skirt.
A trace-loop 22 and belly-band billet (not
shown) may be mounted on the skirt exten-
tion 14 or any desired supporting and con-
necting device—such as a trace-buckle, trace-
buckle hanger, slip-loop, or shaft-loop—may
be substituted therefor, it being my purpose
to adapt my present invention to use with
any of various forms of supporting devices.
The pad-skirt and billet 13 are formed and
connected. The skirt extension 14and parts
carried thereby are formed and connected,
and then the cross-head 21 of the hook 17 is
mounted in and turned within the space be-
tween the leathers 10 11 by passing through
the slot 12 into the position shown. The
hook 17 and its cross-head 21 form a sliding
connection between the skirt extension 14 and
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the pad-skirt, which connection may be ad- .

justed to overlap the skirtextension and pad-
skirt varying degrees by lengthening or
shortening the connection between the bille
13 and buckle 16. ’
It will be observed that the weight and
strain of the trace, tug, or thill employed
with this device will be carried and borne by

‘the billet 18 and buckle 16 and that the hook

17 and its cross-head does not apply any
weight on the leather 11 at the lower end of
the slot 12, being held and sustained solely by
the billet and buckle, it being the function of
the hook and its cross-head to prevent sepa-

- ration and disarrangement of the destred re--

lations between the skirt extension and pad-
skirt.

In the use of this device on opposite sides
of a harness a considerable and material ad-
justment may be provided in the pad-skirt,
thus arranging for the fitting of a given har-
ness to a large, medium, or small horse.

Tamaware that adjustable connections here-
tofore have been provided between the back-
band billet and devices employed to support
a trace, tug, or thill; but such adjustments did
notinany sense change the length of the skirt-
pad nor properly fit a harness to horses of
various sizes. In Fig, 5 I show a plate 24,
mounted between leathers 10* 11*, and a screw
25, mounted through a skirt extension 13*
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and seated in a nut 26, carried by said plate.
This device will effect an adjustable connec-
tion between the pad-skirt and skirt exten-
sion and may be removed and replaced by re-
moving and replacing the bolt or screw 25.
In Figs. 6 and 7 1 show a metal plate 27,
mounted between the leathers 10 11 and
formed with slots 28 in alinement with each
other, which slots are adapted to receive the
cross-head 21 and gooseneck of the connect-
ing device and support said device. The ad-
justment is attained by changing the connect-
ing device from one slot 28 to another, and the
plate 27 takes the strain off the billet 13.

I do not desire to be limited to the precise
construction employed in connecting the pad-
skirt and skirt extension, since various modi-
fications of such construction may be adopted
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention.

I claim as my invention—

1. Ina harness having a back-band, an ad-
justable pad-skirt fixed to said back-band.

2. In a harness having a back-band, a pad-
skirt fixed to said back-band, a skirt exten-
sion suspended from said pad-skirt, and piv-
otal and sliding connections between said skirt
extension and pad-skirt.

3. In a harness, a pad-skirt,
sion, and pivotal connections
pad-skirt and skirt extension.

4. In a harness, a pad-skirt,
sion, and sliding connections
pad-skirt and skirt extension.

5. In a harness, a pad-skirt, a skirt exten-
sion, and pivotal and sliding connections be-
tween said pad-skirt and skirt extension.

6. In a harness, a pad-skirt formed with a
slot, a skirt extension, and a hook on said
skirt extension and slidingly and pivotally :
mounted in said slot.

a skirt exten-
between said

a skirt exten-
between said
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7. In a harness, a pad-skirt, a skirt exten-
sion, pivotal and sliding connections between
said pad-skirt and skirt extension, a buckle
on said skirt extension, and a billet on said
pad-skirt adapted.to engage said buckle ad-
justably.

8. In a harness, a pad-skirt formed of two
layers of leather arranged face to face and
connected, one of said layers of leather formed
with a slot, a skirt extension, an engaging de-
vice on said skirt extension and extending
through said slot to and between said leath-
ers, buckle and billet connections between
said extension and pad-skirt and supporting
devices carried by said extension.

9. In a harness, a pad-skirt formed with a
slot and an interior slide-bearing, a skirt ex-
tension, a hook fixed to said skirt extension
and a cross-head on said hook adapted for in-
sertion through said slot into and for sliding
engagement with said slide-bearing.

10. In a harness, a pad-skirt, a skirt exten-
sion and a connecting device composed of a
stem fixed to said skirt extension, a goose-
neck on said stem and a cross-head on said
gooseneck adapted to engage said pad-skirt.

11. In a harness, the combination of an ad-
justable pad-skirt, comprising a plurality of

members suitably connected, a billet on one-

member and a buckle on the other member of
said adjustable pad-skirt, a supporting device
for a trace, tug or shaft carried by one mem-
ber of said adjustable pad-skirt, and a belly-
band billet carried by the same member of the
adjustable pad-skirt.

Signed by me at Oskaloosa, Mahaska

county, Iowa, this 4th day of January, 1905.
SCOTT H. HULL.
‘Witnesses: :
Jouy R. BARNES,
H. S. Howarbp.
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