US 20120204312A1

a9 United States

a2y Patent Application Publication (o) Pub. No.: US 2012/0204312 Al

Prince et al.

43) Pub. Date: Aug. 16, 2012

(54)

(76)

@
(22)

(62)

(60)

(1)

NOVELTY SHIRT

Inventors: Prairie Prince, San Francisco, CA
(US); Ross Lamont Valory,
Danville, CA (US)

Appl. No.: 13/506,429

Filed: Apr. 17, 2012

Related U.S. Application Data

Division of application No. 12/150,225, filed on Apr.

24, 2008, now Pat. No. 8,181,274

Provisional application No. 60/914,249, filed on Apr.

26, 2007.

Publication Classification

Int. Cl1.
A41B 1/08

(2006.01)

(52) U €l oo 2/69

(57) ABSTRACT

A novelty shirt witha chest section and long sleeves. The long
sleeves in a first position extend downwardly adjacent the
sides of the shirt and have shoulder and cuft portions spaced
from each other along the vertical axes with elbow portions
therebetween. Upper and lower, complementary mouth pat-
terns are then provided on the outsides of the sleeves. The
patterns on the downwardly extending sleeves face outwardly
and it is not readily apparent that they are part of any overall
design. However, when the sleeves are crossed laterally in
front of the chest section of the shirt with the elbow portions
adjacent one another, the complementary upper and lower
mouth patterns on the sleeves then reveal the overall mouth
design formed by them. Thereafter, the sleeves can be
manipulated to separate the elbow portions to simulate the
opening of the mouth.
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NOVELTY SHIRT

[0001] This application claims the benefit of priority of
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/914,249 by the
same inventors that was filed on Apr. 26, 2007.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention

[0003] This invention relates to the field of novelty shirts
and more particularly to the field of long sleeve novelty shirts
that can be manipulated by the wearer to selectively reveal an
overall design.

[0004] Clothing is worn for two primary reasons. The first
is obviously to meet customary decency standards with
regard to physical exposure and the second is to provide
protection from environmental factors. If, however, these
were the only reasons for wearing clothing there would be
relatively few patterns and colors available.

[0005] It is safe to assume that for as long as man has
adorned himself or herself with any type of garment, it has
been observed that the wearing changes the appearance of the
wearer. Even today, we recognize that Presidents dress in a
certain generally accepted way to convey power and authority
while laborers dress in an entirely different way. We have
even learned to classify the economic status of people by the
way they dress while at work, labeling some as “blue collar”
and others as “white collar” workers.

[0006] Clothing projects an image. It says something about
the wearer. As a result, people use clothing to express them-
selves in a variety of ways. They may wear something that is
“fun” when they want to be playful and they may wear some-
thing that is more formal when the situation so warrants.
[0007] In addition to economic status, clothing has long
been recognized as also providing an expression of the wear-
er’s values, lifestyle, attitude, or opinions. Some articles of
clothing are worn more for their expressive value than for any
other reason.

[0008] This is an important economic consideration. If a
garment is deemed to be expressive of anything that the
wearer wishes to convey, then that wearer is generally willing
to pay a premium for that garment.

[0009] T-shirts, for example, often include a written mes-
sage that indicates some position or opinion of the wearer.
Alternately, the T-shirt or any other type of novelty shirt may
be worn because it is intended to be humorous or fun to wear.
[0010] People are often complimented or otherwise
acknowledged for the clothing they wear. Many people make
their clothing purchase decisions with this in mind. In other
words, they want to be noticed by others and they want others
to pay attention to them. They do this by encouraging others
to notice and possibly comment on the way they are dressed.
[0011] Inthisway, people use clothing as a means to engage
in conversation or interaction with others. This is done by
people of all ages. However, there are few ways in which an
article of clothing, such as a shirt, can draw other people in to
engage socially. A bright or unusual pattern or a provocative
message on the shirt have been the principle ways to attract
attention and thereby engage or interact with others.

[0012] Novelty shirts with various design patterns on them
are universally popular. The shirts can have designs that are
revealed at all times such as a pattern on the chest as in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,772,503 to Donsky. They can also have portions of
an overall design on different parts of the shirt (e.g., the chest
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and sleeves as in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,980,929 and 5,117,507 to
Long) wherein the wearer can manipulate the shirt parts to
activate or reveal the overall design. In such wearer-activated
shirts, the patterning of the design and its parts on the shirt
must be very cleverly done and essentially determines how
popular and unique the novelty shirt will be.

[0013] Accordingly, prior art novelty shirt designs are lim-
ited as far as the degree of expression that is possible and in
their ability to elicit the voluntary engagement of others to
participate or interact socially.

[0014] With this and other things in mind, the present
invention was developed. In it, parts of an overall design are
created on the sleeves of the shirt and the overall design is
only revealed when the sleeves of the novelty shirt are crossed
in front of the wearer’s chest. Additional patterns relating to
the overall design can also be provided on the chest section of
the shirt or on a hood, if desired.

[0015] Accordingly, there exists today a need for a novelty
shirt that helps to ameliorate the above-mentioned problems
and difficulties as well as ameliorate those additional prob-
lems and difficulties as may be recited in the “OBJECTS
AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION” or discussed
elsewhere in the specification or which may otherwise exist or
occur and are not specifically mentioned herein.

[0016] Clearly, such an apparatus would be a useful and
desirable device.

[0017] 2. Description of Prior Art

[0018] T-shirts are, in general, known. For example, the
following patents describe various types of these devices:

[0019] U.S. Pat. No. 4,772,503 to Donskey, that issued on
Sep. 20, 1988;

[0020] U.S.Pat. No. 4,980,929 to Long, that issued on Jan.
1,1991; and

[0021] U.S.Pat. No. 5,117,507 to Long, that issued on Jun.
2,1992.

[0022] While the structural arrangements of the above

described devices may, at first appearance, have similarities
with the present invention, they differ in material respects.
These differences, which will be described in more detail
hereinafter, are essential for the effective use of the invention
and which admit of the advantages that are not available with
the prior devices.

OBIJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

[0023] It is an object of the present invention to provide a
novelty shirt that in a first, normal or quiescent position, does
not reveal an image of a mouth on the sleeves of the shirt to an
observer viewing the front torso portion of a wearer.

[0024] It is also an important object of the invention to
provide a novelty shirt that in a second position reveals an
image of a mouth on the sleeves of the shirt to an observer
viewing the front torso portion of a wearer.

[0025] Another object of the invention is to provide a nov-
elty shirt that in a second position reveals an image of a mouth
on the sleeves of the shirt to an observer viewing the front
torso portion of a wearer and which includes a design on a
torso area of the novelty shirt that augments the image that is
produced.

[0026] Still another object of the invention is to provide a
novelty shirt that in a second position reveals an image of a
mouth on the sleeves of the shirt to an observer viewing the
front torso portion of a wearer and which includes a hood that
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is adapted to extend over at least a portion of a head of the
wearer and which augments the image that is produced.
[0027] Still yet another object of the invention is to provide
a novelty shirt that in a second position reveals an image of a
mouth on the sleeves of the shirt to an observer viewing the
front torso portion of a wearer and which includes a design on
a torso area of the novelty shirt that augments the image that
is produced and which also includes a hood that is adapted to
extend over at least a portion of a head of the wearer and
which thereby further augments the image that is produced.
[0028] Yet another important object of the invention is to
provide a novelty shirt that is designed to not attract attention
when worn in a first position.

[0029] Still yet another important object of the invention is
to provide a novelty shirt that is designed to not attract atten-
tion when worn in any position other than when the sleeves
are crossed in front of the chest of a wearer in a predetermined
manner.

[0030] A first continuing object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novelty shirt that encourages a response by an observer
when a wearer of the novelty shirt crosses his or her arms in
front of the chest of the wearer, thereby producing an image of
a mouth or other body part.

[0031] A second continuing object of the invention is to
provide a novelty shirt that encourages play by the wearer
thereof.

[0032] A third continuing object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novelty shirt that permits a wearer thereof to manipu-
late the shirt in a predetermined way and thereby engage in a
form of play.

[0033] A fourth continuing object of the invention is to
provide a novelty shirt that, when worn by two or more people
in sight of each other, promotes interaction between the
people when any of the novelty shirts are manipulated in a
predetermined way.

[0034] A fifth continuing object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novelty shirt that can selectively produce an alternate
image of a mouth, head, or other body part.

[0035] A sixth continuing object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novelty shirt that has a first, quiescent position that does
not fully or effectively reveal an alternate image and a second
position that fully or effectively reveals the desired alternate
image.

[0036] A seventh continuing object of the invention is to
provide a novelty shirt that, when disposed in a second posi-
tion, creates an effective image of a mouth or other body part
such as an eye on the sleeves of the shirt, and wherein it is
possible to further simulate an opening or closing of the
mouth or body part by respectively separating or urging
together the elbows of a wearer, thereby urging the novelty
shirt into a third position.

[0037] An eighth continuing object of the invention is to
provide a novelty shirt that encourages movement by the
wearer and which thereby helps to promote exercise and good
health.

[0038] Briefly, a novelty shirt that is constructed in accor-
dance with the principles of the present invention includes a
chest section and long sleeves. The long sleeves are attached
to the chest section and in a first position, the sleeves extend
downwardly along vertical axes adjacent the sides of the shirt.
The sleeves have shoulder and cuff portions spaced from each
other along the vertical axes with elbow portions therebe-
tween. Upper and lower complementary mouth patterns are
then provided on the outsides of the sleeves.
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[0039] In the first position with the long sleeves extending
downwardly at the sides of the shirt, the patterns on the
sleeves face outwardly and it is not readily apparent that they
are part of any overall design.

[0040] However, when the sleeves are crossed laterally in
front of the chest section of the shirt with the elbow portions,
adjacent one another in a second position, the complementary
upper and lower mouth patterns on the sleeves combine
together to produce a combined image that reveals an overall
mouth design (i.e., a simulated image of a mouth) that is
formed by patterns on the sleeves. Thereafter, the sleeves can
be manipulated to separate the elbow portions to simulate the
opening and/or closing of the mouth. Additional patterns
(e.g., tongues, teeth or throats, eyes, head) relating to the
overall mouth design can also be provided on the sleeves and,
if desired, as a primary image on the chest section of the shirt.
When the novelty shirt is in the second position the primary
image on the chest section combines with the simulated
image of a mouth to produce an alternate overall image. If
desired, an optional hood is included and can be used to
augment the alternate overall image. The primary image on
the chest section, if desired, can further include patterns of
another body part or parts (e.g., a rib cage).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] FIG.1isa front elevational view of the novelty shirt
of'the present invention with the sleeves of the shirt extending
downwardly along the sides of the shirt.

[0042] FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the shirt of FIG.
1 with the sleeves crossed laterally in front of the chest with
the upper and lower, complementary mouth patterns on the
sleeves aligned to form a mouth.

[0043] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 3-3
of FIG. 1.

[0044] FIG. 4 is a side view taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 2.
[0045] FIGS. 5 and 6 are views of a second embodiment of

the shirt of the present invention.

[0046] FIGS. 7-8 are views of another embodiment.
[0047] FIGS. 9-10 illustrate further embodiments.
[0048] FIGS. 11 and 12 are side and front views, respec-

tively, of an additional embodiment.
[0049] FIG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 12 of another
embodiment of the shirt of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0050] FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a novelty shirt 1 of the
present invention. As shown, the shirt 1 has a chest section 3
(FIG. 1) and two long sleeves 5,5' attached thereto. In the
position of FIG. 1, each long sleeve 5,5' extends downwardly
along a substantially vertical axis V adjacent a side of the
chest section 3.

[0051] This position is on occasion referred to herein as a
first position, or alternately as a quiescent position. As shown,
each long sleeve 5,5' has a shoulder portion 7,7' and a lower,
cuff portion 9,9' spaced therefrom along the vertical axis V
with an elbow portion 11,11' therebetween. The cuff portion
9,9' defines a distal end of each of the long sleeves 5,5'. It is
possible to include a formal visible cuff portion 9,9' at the
distal ends of the sleeves 5,5' or to terminate the sleeves 5,5' at
the distal end in any preferred way.

[0052] Each long sleeve 5,5' has an outside section 13,13'
and an inside section 15,15' (see FIGS. 1 and 3). The outside
sections 13,13' extend along the respective vertical axes V
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with the sleeves 5,5' in the position of FIG. 1. As shown, the
sections 13,13' face substantially outwardly of the chest sec-
tion 3 (see also FIG. 3) and the inside sections 15,15' face
substantially toward the chest section 3.

[0053] The outside sections 13,13' of the long sleeves 5,5
have at least portions thereof with upper and lower, comple-
mentary mouth patterns. The mouth patterns are imprinted on
the long sleeves 5, 5' as a design image. If preferred, any other
complementary image or pattern, for example that of an eye
or eyes, nose, teeth, hair, or head, could be included on each
of the outside sections 13, 13' of the long sleeves 5.5'.
[0054] As used herein, the term “complementary mouth
pattern” is intended to include any indicia (i.e., printed image)
that may be desired such as whatever image detail is required
to define upper and lower mouth portions as well as to pos-
sibly include an eye or eyes, nose, teeth, hair, or any desired
portion or features of a head. The desired image detail will
vary depending upon what type of a combined image, as is
described in greater detail hereinafter, is to be provided by the
novelty shirt 1. Any type of a creature, fictitious or real, can be
included and the image detail will, of course, vary accord-
ingly.

[0055] A first half or portion of the mouth pattern (or other
body part pattern) is imprinted on the outside section 13 of a
first one 5 of the long sleeves. A complementary second half
or remaining portion of the mouth pattern is imprinted on the
outside section 13' of a second one 5' of the long sleeves.
[0056] Itis important to note that when the novelty shirt 1 is
viewed from the front (as shown in FIG. 1) and when the long
sleeves 5, 5' are disposed in the first position, the complemen-
tary mouth patterns are not substantially visible. Further-
more, when viewed from the front and when in the first
position, a primary image that is visible to an observer is that
which is printed on the torso (i.e., the chest section 3) of the
novelty shirt 1. In the example shown the primary image
includes the body and head of a frog. Of course, the use of any
other image of any other creature, real or imagined, is equally
possible for use as the primary image or for any other image
portion of the novelty shirt 1, as is described in greater detail
hereinafter. It is also noted that the inclusion of the primary
image on the chest section 3 is optional and may be omitted
with certain versions of the novelty shirt 1.

[0057] Innormal or quiescent use, the sleeves 5,5' are in the
first position. Alternately the sleeves 5,5' may be disposed in
any position other than in a second position or third position
(as are described in greater detail hereinafter) in order to
maintain the novelty shirt 1 in the normal, quiescent state. The
second and third positions are described in greater detail,
hereinafter.

[0058] In the first or quiescent position, the novelty shirt 1
appears much as a prior art type of novelty shirt (not shown)
having an image (i.e., a primary image) on the front thereof.
If desired, a rear image could also be included on the back of
the novelty shirt 1. Alternately if desired, the novelty shirt 1
may omit the primary image on the front or the rear image on
the back, or both, and still function.

[0059] Inthe first position when the novelty shirt is viewed
from either side it is noted that the complementary mouth
patterns on the outside sections 13,13' of the long sleeves 5,5'
provide in general a design but because they are not complete
by and of themselves, do not form a simulated image of a
mouth, as is discussed in greater detail hereinafter. This
means that the novelty shirt 1, when viewed from the side and
when disposed in the first position, appears somewhat ordi-
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nary. The complementary mouth patterns may appear more
like a random pattern of designs, and thereby they would not
suggest the image that they are capable of revealing when
urged into the second position.

[0060] It is important to note that the novelty shirt 1, when
disposed in the first position, does not form the simulated
image and thereby, does not attract more than a reasonable
amount of attention by observers thereof. This is important
because it worn in this position (i.e, the quiescent or first
position) most of the time. By not generating undo attention,
the novelty shirt 1 can be worn in classrooms and other areas
without contributing toward or possibly causing an undo dis-
ruption. It is important to also note that it is the wearer that
determines the state of the novelty shirt 1 by the manner (i.e.,
by controlling the position) in which it is worn. This is sub-
stantially different than with prior art shirt designs that reveal
all of their image at all times and regardless of the position
that the prior art shirt is disposed in.

[0061] As briefly mentioned earlier, the novelty shirt 1 can
also be disposed in the second position. In the second position
the long sleeves 5,5' are crossed laterally in front of the chest
section 3 (as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4) of the wearer. In this
position, each sleeve 5,5' extends substantially side to side
(FIG. 2) across the chest section 3 with the elbow portions
11,11' substantially adjacent one another (see also F1G. 4) and
generally centered around the middle of the chest section 3.

[0062] While in this position, the upper and lower mouth
patterns on the outside sections 13,13' then align as in FIG. 2
to form the simulated image of a mouth. The simulated image
of a mouth may include an entire image of a mouth or an
image of a portion of a mouth, as desired. As is described in
greater detail hereinafter, the simulated image may also
reveal (i.e., include) a head or any desired portion of a head
that, preferably, also includes a mouth or a portion of a mouth
along with a portion of the head.

[0063] The simulated image of a mouth (or head) is not
visible when the novelty shirt 1 is viewed from the front and
the long sleeves 5,5' are not crossed in front of the chest. The
complementary mouth patterns, as previously described, are
disposed on each of the long sleeves 5.,5'.

[0064] It can be seen that a first image portion is disposed
on a first of the sleeves 5 and that a second image portion is
disposed on a second of the sleeves 5' and that, when the arms
of the wearer are crossed in front of the chest, the first image
portion combines with said second image portion to produce
acombined image. It is the combined image that makes sense
to an onlooker and it is the combined image that forms the
simulated image (of the mouth or head with mouth in com-
bination).

[0065] Because the complementary mouth patterns gener-
ally correspond with a top of the mouth and a bottom of the
mouth it is desirable that when the arms are crossed the top
image portion of the mouth is disposed on top and the bottom
image portion of the mouth is disposed on bottom.

[0066] This is accomplished by convention in design, as
desired. In the example, the top portion of the image of the
mouth is imprinted on the outside section 13 of the sleeve 5 of
the right arm of the wearer. The bottom portion of the image
of the mouth is imprinted on the outside section 13' of the
sleeve 5' of the left arm of the wearer.

[0067] Knowing this, the wearer, when crossing his or her
arms, disposes their right arm above their left arm when
entering in the second position. This, thereby, ensures that the
proper placement of the complementary mouth patterns is
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attained. It is also noted that the hands preferably reach
around and are placed over the opposite shoulders. In other
words the hand of the right arm is placed over the left shoulder
and the hand of the left arm is placed over the right shoulder.
[0068] Ifdesired this design convention could, of course, be
reversed whereby the left arm could be disposed over the right
arm by a corresponding change in the positioning of the
complementary mouth patterns on the sleeves 5,5'.

[0069] It is noted that in FIG. 4 the elbows 11,11' are dis-
posed adjacent to each other (in the second position). In this
position the simulated image of a mouth appears to be closed.
Referring now momentarily to FIG. 2 it is noted that the
elbows 11, 11' are disposed in a slightly spaced-apart rela-
tionship with respect to each other. In this position the simu-
lated image of the mouth appears to be open. When the hand
of the right arm is placed over the left shoulder and the hand
of'the left arm is placed over the right shoulder and the elbows
11,11" are urged apart (i.e., when the mouth is open), this is
regarded as the novelty shirt 1 being disposed in (i.e., urged
into) a third position.

[0070] This ability adds greatly to the utility and enjoyment
as provided by the novelty shirt 1. The wearer is able to open
and close the simulated image of the mouth by urging the
elbows 11, 11' apart and by urging them together, respec-
tively.

[0071] The novelty shirt 1 encourages the wearer, at appro-
priate times, to enter initially into the second position gener-
ally and from the second position to further animate the
novelty shirt 1 by opening and closing the simulated image of
a mouth, that is by urging the elbows 11, 11' apart and
together. This action (i.e., going from the second position into
the third position and then back again into the second posi-
tion) is repeated as many times as desired. The act of doing so
is a form of play or recreation. It is also a way to exercise
certain muscle groups that are not generally used in any
significant degree by most people.

[0072] Accordingly, an unexpected benefit provided by the
novelty shirt 1 is that it promotes and encourages exercise and
that the exercise it promotes is generally perceived by the
wearer of the novelty shirt 1 as a form of play.

[0073] The simulated opening and closing of the mouth,
with certain image designs, can also appear to simulate
speech. In this way, the novelty shirt 1 can be used by two or
more people, each one wearing a version thereof, to appear to
engage in mock conversation and appear as if they are talking
with each other. This can be done silently when appropriate
or, when desired, by the wearer speaking in an audible man-
ner as the novelty shirt 1 is manipulated between the second
and third positions. Accordingly, another form of possible
interaction and play is provided.

[0074] Additionally, when the novelty shirt 1 is disposed in
the second position the simulated image of the mouth appears
to form out of nowhere and to do so quite suddenly. The
sudden resultant change in appearance that is provided and
thereby projected by the novelty shirt 1 in the second position
is generally perceived as surprising to an observer (onlooker).
This surprise encourages a response of some sort by the
observer, typically that response being laughter or some com-
ment. In this manner the novelty shirt 1 helps to engage the
observer in a social interaction with the wearer. This, in turn,
helps to increase the amount of attention that the wearer
receives and it also fosters social interaction, including vari-
ous forms of play that depend on the use of the novelty shirt
1.
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[0075] It is also noted that additional image detail, for
example lips and a tongue (reference numeral 31, FIG. 2) can
be included as desired anywhere desired on either of the long
sleeves 5,5'. The additional image detail provides for greater
realism, especially when the simulated image of the mouth
appears to be open. The additional image detail is included on
any desired portion of the long sleeves 5,5'. The inclusion of
additional image detail is described in greater detail herein-
after.

[0076] It is also important to note that the primary image
appearing on the chest section 3 (i.e., the body and head of a
frog in the example as shown) cooperates with the simulated
image of the mouth whenever the novelty shirt 1 is disposed
in the second position. Referring to FIG. 2, the body of the
frog is disposed below the simulated image of the mouth that
is produced by the long sleeves 5,5'.

[0077] Accordingly, the body of the frog (i.e., a remaining
visible portion of the primary image) appears to flow natu-
rally into the simulated image of the mouth that is produced
when the novelty shirt 1 is in the second or third position. In
this manner any primary image that is disposed on the chest
section 3 of the novelty shirt 1 cooperates with the simulated
image of the mouth (i.e., the combined image) to produce an
alternate overall image whenever the novelty shirt 1 is dis-
posed in the second position. In this manner, the appearance
of'the novelty shirt 1, when viewed from the front, is dramati-
cally changed merely by an urging of the arms into or out of
the second (or third) position.

[0078] Referring now also to FIGS. 5-6,7-8, 9, and 10 it is
noted that these figures illustrate other novelty shirts 1
employing the present invention of FIGS. 1-2. It is apparent
that by inscribing a desired complementary image pattern on
both of the long sleeves 5.,5' an infinite variety of styles and
appearances for the novelty shirt 1 are possible, both in the
first position and also when the novelty shirt 1 is disposed in
the second or third position.

[0079] FIG. 6 also illustrates how the primary image that is
disposed on the chest section 3 of the novelty shirt 1, in this
instance that of a dog’s body, again cooperates with the newly
formed simulated image of a mouth as provided by the nov-
elty shirt 1 when it is disposed in the second position.
[0080] Itisalso important to note that the top section of any
mouth for humans and most, if not all, animals or creatures is
attached to an upper portion of the head. This means that the
complementary mouth patterns as appearing on the long
sleeves 5,5' will typically also include some additional image
detail of at least a portion of the head of the animal (or
whatever creature, real or fictitious, or other image is being
displayed on or created by the novelty shirt 1).

[0081] For example, referring both to FIG. 2 and FIG. 6, it
is noted that the right long sleeve 5 includes as additional
image detail frog eyes and a top of the frog’s head (for FIG. 2)
and a dog’s nose, eyes, ears, and a top of the dog’s head (for
FIG. 6). The top boundary of the dog’s mouth is adequately
defined by the contrast arising between an ending of the fur of
the cheek orupper lip areas and a darker surrounding area that
represents an interior of the dog’s mouth.

[0082] ForFIG. 6, the lower complementary mouth pattern
as appearing on the left long sleeve 5' includes as additional
image detail dog’s teeth emanating from the dog’s jawbone
and a tongue that is draped over a portion of the teeth and
apparently extending out of the dog’s open mouth. Some of
this additional image detail is, as previously described, more
visible when the elbow portions 11,11' are slightly separated
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from each other, as when the novelty shirt 1 is in the third
position or any intermediate position possible between the
second and third positions.

[0083] Therefore, it is important to note that the comple-
mentary mouth patterns, when the novelty shirt 1 is disposed
in the second position, also provide for an alternative head
image, as shown in general by reference numeral 40. The
alternate head image 40 includes the complementary mouth
patterns as a part of the combined image.

[0084] When the novelty shirt 1 is disposed in the second
position, the alternative head image 40 combines with the
primary image that is disposed on the chest section 3 and
thereby provides for the alternate overall image. The alternate
overall image provides a contrasting appearance as compared
with the primary image that is disposed on the chest section 3
of the novelty shirt 1. It is the sudden appearance of the
contrasting alternate overall image that vivifies and thereby
animates the novelty shirt 1.

[0085] For example, the alternate head image 40 may
appear to face in a slightly different direction than does the
primary image that is disposed on the chest section 3. The
alternate head image 40 of the frog appears to be looking
directly forward, whereas the original head image of the
primary image that is disposed on the chest section 3 has the
frog’s head looking slightly oft to one side. The alternate head
image 40 of the frog also provides for a larger overall size for
the head than that as imprinted on the primary image. Addi-
tionally, there is a notable change in the frog’s expression
between the primary image and that provided by the alternate
head image 40.

[0086] Similarly, the primary image of the dog has its head
facing toward the wearer’s right side whereas the alternate
head image 40 is forward facing and again, larger. These are
all optional design parameters (i.e., view, size, expression)
that are varied to suit with each particular version of the
novelty shirt 1.

[0087] The change in direction of view, size, and expres-
sion of the alternate head image 40 that arises whenever the
novelty shirt 1 is urged from the first position into the second
position provides for a strong element of novelty and even
surprise to onlookers. It can even startle an onlooker. In use,
it appears as if the primary image has itself taken to life and
noticed the presence of the onlooker. It is as if the alternate
head image 40 is responding to the onlooker by turning and
looking directly at the onlooker whenever the wearer crosses
his arms to urge the novelty shirt 1 into the second position.
[0088] Inthis manner the novelty shirt 1 becomes a creative
extension of the wearer that permits the wearer to dramati-
cally express himself or herself to others in novel ways.
[0089] As shown in FIG. 5, the chest portion 3 includes a
full body pattern (i.e., primary image) as in FIG. 1 wherein the
crossed sleeves 5,5' as shown in FIG. 2 provide for a different
face (FIG. 6) or facial expression to the full design (i.e.,
alternate overall image).

[0090] Itis also possible to omit the head from the primary
image that appears on the chest section 3, if desired. For
example referring now to FIG. 7, the primary image on the
chest section 3, as shown, includes an image depicting a
separate body part or parts (e.g., the rib cage, spinal column,
and some internal body parts in FIGS. 7-8) and is absent any
representation of a head. However, when the novelty shirt 1 of
FIG. 7 is disposed in the second position, the alternate head
image 40 relates well with the primary image (that does not
have a head). The alternate overall image, in this manner,
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completes the image and suddenly vivifies the novelty shirt 1
whenever it is urged into the second or third positions.
[0091] The head and mouth of the alternate head image 40,
as shown, is skeletal in appearance and thereby aesthetically
compliments the skeletal appearance of the primary image on
the chest portion 3.

[0092] If preferred, the chest section 3 can additionally be
plain (FIG. 9) and not include any particular image imprinted
thereon. In this manner, the only caricature or image that is
formed by the novelty shirt 1 is provided by the alternate head
image 40 (i.e., whenever the novelty shirt 1 is in either the
second or third position).

[0093] Referring now to FIG. 10, the chest section 3 may
have a separate pattern that is not specifically tied into the
mouth but which, nevertheless, works well with the mouth
when the novelty shirt 1 is disposed in the second position.
[0094] Theupper and lower mouth patterns can extend over
all of the outside sections 13,13' (FIG. 3) between the verti-
cally extending rearward 21,23 and forward 25,27 strips or
locations on the sleeves 5,5'. The patterns can also extend over
portions thereof, if desired, or overlap into the inside sections
15,15' as desired.

[0095] In the illustrated embodiments of FIGS. 1-2, 5-6,
and 7-8, for example, the upper and lower mouth patterns
extend about the vertical axes V (FIG. 3) substantially from
the rearward locations 21,23 to about halfway around toward
the forward locations 25,27. In these embodiments, virtually
no upper or lower mouth pattern shows when the long sleeves
5,5' are in the positions of FIGS. 5 and 7 extending down-
wardly along the sides of the chest section 3. With many
designs, the upper and lower lips of the mouth preferably start
at or adjacent the rearward locations 21,23.

[0096] In a preferred manner of operation as was men-
tioned hereinbefore, the crossed sleeves 5,5' in the closed
position of FIG. 2 with the elbow portions 11,11' substantially
adjacent one another (FIG. 4) can be moved to a position such
as in FIGS. 11 and 12. In this position of FIGS. 11 and 12, the
elbow portions 11,11' are moved or spaced apart (e.g., verti-
cally separated about a vertical axis) to simulate the mouth
being open. The sleeves 5,5' can thereafter be repeatedly
moved between these two positions (second and third posi-
tions) as desired to simulate the opening and closing of the
mouth.

[0097] The patterns on the shirts 1 can further include
mouth parts such as a tongue 31 (FIGS. 2 and 6) or teeth 33
(FIGS. 6 and 11) or any other additional detail as may be
desired. All or portions of these mouth parts can be on the
outside sections 13,13' of the sleeves 5,5' (FIGS. 2 and 6)
and/or on the inside sections 15,15' of the sleeves 5,5' (FIGS.
11-13).

[0098] Additional patterns (e.g., throats or other image
detail) can also be included on the primary image as imprinted
on the chest sections 3, as shown in FIGS. 12 and 13. If
desired, it is possible to more fully open the mouth (i.e., to
maximally urge the elbow portions 11, 11' apart). In this
maximally open position some of the primary image of the
chest section 3 may become visible to an onlooker.

[0099] Bearing this in mind, the primary image on the chest
section 3 can include an imprinted pattern that cooperates
well and even augments the appearance of the alternate head
image 40 when the mouth is maximally opened (i.e., elbows
11,11' maximally urged apart while in the second position,
generally). The imprinted pattern may or may not form a
discernible image on the chest section 3. However, when the
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mouth is maximally opened, the imprinted pattern on the
chest section 3 helps to form the desired structures in the
mouth, for example, tongue, throat, etc.

[0100] The various versions of the novelty shirt 1 with the
sleeves 5,5' in the crossed position (e.g., FIG. 6) are prefer-
ably intended to have a taut appearance to best display the
mouth. To aid in maintaining a taut appearance in the crossed
position (e.g., FIG. 6), thumb holes 35 (FIGS. 5 and 6) can
optionally be provided in the cuff portion areas 9,9' of the
sleeves 5,5'. The wearer can then insert his or her thumbs in
the holes 35, if desired. The sleeves 5,5' can also be fitted
tightly to the wearer to help maintain a taut appearance,
particularly if the lower or cuff portion areas 9,9' only extend
to the wearer’s forearms.

[0101] It is noted that although the present invention pref-
erably has mouth patterns, it could have other design patterns
(e.g., winking eye) and/or words that are only formed when
the sleeves are disposed in the second position. If desired,
words that are legible in the first position can, of course, also
be included with the novelty shirt 1, as desired. Additionally,
the elbow portions 11, 11' could be separated horizontally
rather than vertically, if desired, to further animate the design
pattern in additional various ways.

[0102] The patterns on the sleeves 5,5' could additionally
be used to form multiple designs as, for example, when the
sleeves 5,5' are aligned vertically and then horizontally or
when the arrangement of the sleeves 5,5' is reversed (e.g.,
when the left sleeve 5' in FIG. 2 is placed above the right
sleeve 5).

[0103] Itis further noted that the article of apparel (i.e., the
novelty shirt 1) has been described and illustrated as a long
sleeve shirt but this term is intended to include any shirt-
shaped item or garment (e.g., a shirt-shaped jacket, sweater,
etc.) having a chest section and long sleeves.

[0104] Itis also noted that a hood 42 is optionally included
with the novelty shirt 1 and can add significantly to the
appearance of the alternate overall image when the novelty
shirt 1 is disposed in the second or third position.

[0105] The hood 42, in general, hides and thereby lessens
the impact of the wearer’s head upon the efficacy of the
alternate overall image. Referring now to FIG. 11 and FIG.
12, it is noted that the wearer has the hood 42 disposed over
their head and that they are tilting their heads forward while
the novelty shirt 1 is disposed in the second position with the
mouth maximally open. This tends to make the head of the
wearer disappear from view to the onlooker who is looking
directly at the novelty shirt 1 from the front. Instead, the hood
42 makes the head of the wearer appear as but an upper
extension of the alternate head image 40, that is to say a
continuation of the newly formed head image when the nov-
elty shirt is in the second or third position.

[0106] Referring to FIG. 13, the hood 42 can also appear as
ahat (i.e., resemble) that appears to be disposed on top of the
alternate head image.

[0107] Theabove disclosure sets forth anumber of embodi-
ments of the present invention described in detail with respect
to the accompanying drawings. Those skilled in this art will
appreciate that various changes, modifications, other struc-
tural arrangements, and other embodiments could be prac-
ticed under the teachings of the present invention without
departing from the scope of this invention as set forth in the
following claims.

1. (canceled)
2. (canceled)
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3. (canceled)

4. (canceled)

5. (canceled)

6. (canceled)

7. (canceled)

8. (canceled)

9. (canceled)

10. (canceled)

11. (canceled)

12. (canceled)

13. (canceled)

14. An article of apparel including:

a shirt-shaped garment with a chest section and two long
sleeves attached thereto, each long sleeve extending
downwardly in a first position along a substantially ver-
tical axis adjacent a side of the chest section and having
a shoulder portion and a lower, cuff portion or a distal
sleeve-end that is spaced maximally from said shoulder
portion and along said vertical axis with an elbow por-
tion disposed therebetween,

each long sleeve in said first position having an outside
section extending along the respective vertical axis and
facing substantially outwardly of the chest section and
an inside section extending along the respective vertical
axis and facing substantially inwardly toward the chest
section, said outside sections having at least portions
thereof with upper and lower, complementary mouth
patterns thereon, a portion of said complementary
mouth pattern disposed on a first of said long sleeves and
a remainder of said complementary mouth pattern dis-
posed on asecond of said long sleeves, wherein said long
sleeves can be crossed laterally in front of the chest
section in a second position with the long sleeves
extending substantially side to side across the chest sec-
tion with the elbow sections substantially adjacent one
another and with the upper and lower, complementary
mouth patterns aligned to form a mouth.

15. The article of claim 14 wherein each long sleeve in said
second position extends laterally across the chest section with
the cuff portion of each long sleeve adjacent the shoulder
portion of the other long sleeve.

16. The article of claim 14 wherein said outside sections
with said long sleeves in said first position extend about said
respective vertical axes between vertically extending rear-
ward and forward locations and said upper and lower mouth
patterns have respective upper and lower lips extending sub-
stantially vertically substantially at said rearward locations of
said outside sections with the long sleeves in said first posi-
tion.

17. The article of claim 14 wherein said upper and lower
mouth patterns respectively extend from said rearward loca-
tions of said sleeves toward the forward locations thereof.

18. The article of claim 14 wherein said chest section has a
primary image imprinted thereon.

19. The article of claim 14 wherein said long sleeves in said
second position with the elbow portions substantially adja-
cent one another can be moved to a third position with the
elbow portions spaced apart from each other to simulate the
mouth of the second position being open in said third posi-
tion.

20. The article of claim 19 wherein at least one of the long
sleeves has a pattern thereon of an inner part of a mouth.

21. The article of claim 20 wherein said inner mouth part
includes a tongue.
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22. The article of claim 20 wherein said inner mouth part
includes teeth.

23. The article of claim 20 wherein at least a portion of said
inner mouth part pattern is on the outer section of one of said
long sleeves.

24. The article of claim 20 wherein at least a portion of said
inner mouth part pattern is on the inside section of one of said
long sleeves.

25. The article of claim 19 wherein said chest section has a
pattern thereon relating to said mouth.

26. The article of claim 19 wherein said chest section has a
throat pattern thereon.

27. The article of claim 19 wherein said long sleeves have
thumb holes therein to receive a wearer’s thumbs to aid in
maintaining a taut appearance of the long sleeves in said
second and third positions.

28. The article of claim 19 wherein each long sleeve
extends laterally across the chest section with the distal
sleeve-end portion of each long sleeve adjacent the shoulder
portion of the other long sleeve in said second and third
positions.

29. The article of claim 14 wherein said long sleeves have
thumb holes therein to receive a wearer’s thumbs to aid in
maintaining a taut appearance of the long sleeves in said
second position.

30. The article of claim 18 wherein said primary image
includes a body part.

31. The article of claim 18 wherein said primary image
includes a head.

32. The article of claim 14 wherein at least one of said first
of said long sleeves and said second of said long sleeves
includes an image of at least a portion of a head thereon, and
wherein said image of at least a portion of said head is
enhanced when said novelty shirt is disposed in said second
position.

33. An article of apparel including:

a shirt-shaped garment with a chest section and a first long

sleeve and a second long sleeve attached thereto, each of
said first and second long sleeves being attached at a
shoulder portion of said garment at a first end thereof,
and extending away from said shoulder portion to a
distal sleeve-end, and including an elbow area that is
disposed between said shoulder portion and said sleeve-
end;

a first image portion disposed on at least a portion of said

first sleeve;

a second image portion disposed on at least a portion of

said second sleeve;

wherein when said garment is worn by a wearer it is

capable of being urged into a first position or into a
second position, and wherein when said garment is dis-
posed in said second position said first sleeve is disposed
across a chest of said wearer and said second sleeve is
disposed across said chest and said elbow areas are
disposed adjacent to one-another, and wherein when
said garment is disposed in said second position said first
image portion combines with said second image portion
to produce a combined image, and wherein said com-
bined image includes a simulated image of a mouth, and
wherein said simulated image of a mouth includes an
image of at least a portion of a mouth; and

wherein when said garment is disposed in said first position

said first sleeve and said second sleeve are not disposed
across said chest, and wherein when said garment is
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disposed in said first position said combined image is not
visible when said garment is viewed from the front.

34. The article of claim 33 wherein said combined image
includes at least a portion of a head.

35. The article of claim 33 wherein said garment includes
athird position, and wherein when said garment is urged into
said third position said first sleeve is disposed across a chest
of said wearer and said second sleeve is disposed across said
chest and said elbow areas are disposed in alignment on a
vertical axis with respect to one-another and are separated
apart from one-another on said vertical axis, said simulated
image of a mouth resembles said at least a portion of said
mouth disposed in an open position.

36. An article of apparel including:

a shirt-shaped garment with a chest section and a first long
sleeve and a second long sleeve attached thereto, each of
said first and second long sleeves being attached at a
shoulder portion of said garment at a first end thereof,
and extending away from said shoulder portion to a
distal sleeve-end, and including an elbow area that is
disposed between said shoulder portion and said sleeve-
end;

a first image portion disposed on at least a portion of said
first sleeve;

a second image portion disposed on at least a portion of
said second sleeve;

wherein when said garment is worn by a wearer it is
capable of being urged into a first position or into a
second position, and wherein when said garment is dis-
posed in said second position said first sleeve is disposed
across a chest of said wearer and said second sleeve is
disposed across said chest and said elbow areas are
disposed adjacent to one-another, and wherein when
said garment is disposed in said second position said first
image portion combines with said second image portion
to produce a combined image, and wherein said com-
bined image includes an image of at least a portion of a
head; and

wherein when said garment is disposed in said first position
said first sleeve and said second sleeve are not disposed
across said chest, and wherein when said garment is
disposed in said first position said combined image is not
visible when said garment is viewed from the front.

37. The article of claim 36 wherein said combined image
includes an image of at least a portion of a mouth.

38. The article of claim 37 including a primary image that
is disposed on a chest section of said garment, and wherein
said primary image cooperates with said combined image to
produce an alternate overall image whenever said garment is
disposed in said second position or in a third position, and
wherein said garment includes a third position, and wherein
when said garment is urged into said third position said first
sleeve is disposed across a chest of said wearer and said
second sleeve is disposed across said chest and said elbow
areas are disposed in alignment on a vertical axis with respect
to one-another and are separated apart from one-another on
said vertical axis, said combined image resembles at least a
portion of said mouth disposed in an open position, and
wherein said combined image includes a mouth or a mouth
attached to a head, and wherein said alternate overall image
includes said mouth or said mouth attached to said head
disposed over an upper portion of said primary image, and
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wherein said combined image appears to an onlooker as an
extension of a remaining visible portion of said primary
image.

39. The article of claim 37 wherein when said garment is
disposed in said second position, said elbows are urged apart
to place said garment in said third position, and wherein when
said garment is disposed in said third position said elbows are
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urged together to place said garment in said second position,
and wherein when said garment is urged from said second
position into said third position, or from said third position
into said second position said combined image appears to an
onlooker as if it is animated.
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