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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James L. Mrcrazer, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Up-
ton, in the county of Weston and State of
Wycming, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Stranglers for Horses, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of
horse checking devices known as stranglers.

The primary object of the invention ve-
sides in a structure which may be employed
with an ordinary bit bar and bridle and ac-
tuated to performn its choking function with
a minimum of pressure on the corners of the
horse’s meuth, thus eliminating the employ-
ment of an over-check and specially con-
structed bit bars to angment the strangling
device and the use of which is painful to the
horse even when acting normally.

With the above and other objects in view,
which will more fully hereinafter appear,
the present invention consists in certain
novel details of construction and arrange-
ment of parts, hereinafter fully described,
llustrated in the accompanying drawing,
and more particularly pointed out in the
appended claim; it being understood that
rarious changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details of the device may be
made, within the scope of the appended
claim, without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention.

In the accompanying drawing, forming
part of the specification;—The figure is :
perspective view of a bridle showing my
improved device applied thereto.

The cheek straps are designated by the
numerals 5 and 6, the brow strap by the nu-
meral 7, the crown strap by the numeral 8,
and the throat latch by the numeral 9.
Since these parts are all of well-known con-
struction a detail description of the same
need not be given.

The bit bar is designated by the numeral
10 and is of ordinary construction having
at its opposite ends eyes for the reception of
the rings 11. The rings 11 are of peculiar
construction inasmuch as each is provided
on its outer side with a substantially semi-
circular-shaped guide bar. The body por-
tion of the guide bar is designated by the
numeral 12 its oposite ends terminating
in lateral extensions 18 which are fixedly
secured at diametrically opposite points on
the ring 11. With this construction it will
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be manifest that the body portion of the
guide bar is spaced from the outer side of
the ring. Ixtending through alining open-
ings in the medial portion of the body 12
of each guide bar and in the ring is a shaft
14 and loosely fitted on said shaft between
the body of the guide bar and adjacent sur-
face of the ring 1s a grooved sheave 15, the
function of which will appear later.

Extending longitudinally of the crown
strap 8 1s a bracket strap 16 the bracket
strap being secured at its medial portion to
the crown strap and having its opposite ends
free. U-shaped clips are designated by the
numeral 17 and at their medial portions
are provided with eyes for the reception of
the opposite ends of the bracket strap 16, it
being understood that the opposite ends of
the said bracket strap may be secured to the
eves in any desirable manner. Extending
through openings in the outer ends of the
clips 17 are shafts on which are journaled
pulleys 18.

A strangler or choke strap is designated
by the numeral 19. This strap may be of
any desirable length and is trained over the
pulleys of the rings 11 and clips 17. The
opposite end portions of the strangler or
choke strap 19 are provided with rings 20,
to receive the forward end portions of the
driving reins 21, the medial portion of the
strap 19 extending across the throat of the
horse. With this construction it will be
manifest that when the reins 21 are pulled
the medial portion of the strap 19 will move
upwardly and squeeze the animal’s throat.

It will be observed that even when a com-
paratively strong pull is exerted on the
driving reins, by virtue of the employment
of the common form of bit bar no injury
whatever will be inflicted on the animal’s
mouth. The device may be kept constantly
in operative position as shown by full lines
in Fig. 1 and when so positioned ecither
driving rein may be pulled in the ordinary
manner to direct the horse, without causing
the device to squeeze the animal’s throat.
Tt desired, however, the medial portion of
the strap 19 may be passed over the bracket
strap 16 and slidably secured in U-shaped
clips 22 arranged in spaced relation on the
upper surface of said bracket sérap.

From the foregeing, it is evident that T
have provided a device which is compara-
tively simple in structure and inexpensive
to manufacture, embodying few parts and
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these so arranged that the danger of de-
rangement will be reduced to a minimum.

I claim :— ‘

In combination, a pair of cheek straps
and a crown strap connected thereto, rings
secured to the lower ends of said cheek
straps, a bit bar secured to said rings, pul-
leys journaled on said rings, a bracket strap
positioned on the crown strap and having
free ends adapted for swinging movement
thereon, pulleys journaled on said free ends,
a brow strap connected to sald crown strap
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and a choke strap connectible to the driving
reins of a harness and movable over the
pulleys and connected to each other and
adapted to bind against the neck of an ani-
mal when either one of the terminals of
said strap is pulled.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. '
JAMES L. MICHAEL.
Witnesses:
Joux A. Drucanw,
Brxnerr S. JonEs,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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