W. B. FOX.
SUSPENDER CLASP FOR WAISTBANDS,
APPLICATION FILED JUNE 12, 1911,

1,055,627. Patented Mar. 11, 1913

'F]':q.S‘. /2
WITNESSES: INVENTOR
%%WW W Berestord Abx

2 BY
| &%OM S bt~ %%éﬂ@%%?é

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON, D. C.



ot

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLOUGHBY BERESFORD FOX, OF VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA,

SUSPENDER-CLASP FOR WAISTBANDS.

1,055,627%.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLrovcaEBY BERES-:

rorn Fox, a citizen of the Dominion of Can-

ada, residing at Vaneouver, in the Province

of British Columbia, Canada, have invented
a new and useful Suspender-Clasp for
TWaistbands, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to a clasp for se-
curing the divided end of the shoulder brace
of a sugpender to the waist band of the
trousers, and is designed to dispense with
the buttons in common use for such a pur-
pose and to provide instead a fastening by
means of which the double end of each
shoulder brace may be secured or released
by a single simple movement.

The invention is particularly described
in the following specification, reference be-
ing made to the drawings by which it is
aecompanied, in which: ’

Tigures 1 and 2 are front and end views
respectively of the device in the clasped po-
sition. TFigs. 3 and 4 are similar views in
the unclasped position, and Fig. 5 is a cross
section of the clasp securing lever on an
enlarged scale.

In these drawings 2 represents a broad
shallow member forming the back of the
clasp, the upper edge of which member is
bent outward, as at 3, and is provided with
a hinge 4 to receive a front clasping member
5, the contour of which corresponds to that
of the back. The back member 2 has at
each upper corner rings or loops 6 for the
attachment of the divided ends of the shoul-
der brace. At each end of the back member
2 are apertures 8 into which project mem-
bers 9 of the front portion. The waist band
of the trouser is designed to be gripped be-
tween the hinged members 2 and 5 and a
secure hold is afforded by the projections 9
engaging the edges of the apertures 8. The
end portions of plate 2 are formed some-
what as hooks to receive the waist band
tape of the underwear in order to sustain

them, the hook end being recurved some-

what as shown to guard the end of it and
prevent it catching in the garments.

On the pin of the hinge 4 is a coiled
spring 11 one end of which is in_engage-
ment with the back member and the other
with the front so that the spring will tend
to hold the front member in the unclasped
position, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

The members 2 and 5 are designed to be
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clasped tightly together by hand against
the light resistance offered the spring 11,
the fingers applied immediately over the
apertures 8 and the projections 9. When so
clasped together they will be automatically
secured in that position by a short securing
lever 12 pivotally mounted on the upper
edge 3 of the back member 2 and susceptible
of turning down - across the front of the
front member. This securing lever has a
normal tendency to turn into this securing
position by a coiled spring 13 on the pivot
pin of the lever between its bearing in 3.
The seat upon which the securing lever 12
engages the front face of 5 is stamped or
molded to offer an incline 14 terminating in
a stop 15 and the outer surface of the lever
is inclined to offer a finger engaging sur-
face to release, which surface is ridged or
serrated.

The device is exceedingly simple to manu-
facture either in cast or stamped metal and
is susceptible of ornamentation to suit the
taste or requirements of the wearer. It
offers a wide gripping surface between the
positive grip of the ends so that the pull is
not definitely localized, as is the case with
buttons and the strain on the material is
therefore less severe. It must be noted that
the pressure of closing the grip is not im-
posed upon the lever 12 but is imparted
direct to the clasping members by the fingers
and thumbs, the duty of the lever 12 being
merely to automatically secure the members
2 and 5 in the clasped position when they
have been tightly breught together. Owing
to the inclined seat 14 of the securing lever
19 it frees itself at once when pressure is
applied to turn it back to effect release, and
when so turned the clasping members open
at once under the influnence of the hinge
spring 11 to release the waist band.

The device is not dependent on engaging
points for its hold so that no injury can be
imposed on the garment to which it is
applied.

“Having now particularly described my in-
vention and the manner of its use, I hereby
declare that what T claim as new and desire
to be protected in by Letters Patent is:

1. A clasp of the class described, com-
prising elongated back and front clasping
members hinged together along their upper
edges, one of said members formed at each
end as a hook, each hook inclosing an ap-
erture, the second of said members provided
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at each end with a projection, said projec-
tions adapted to enter said apertures, a
spring holding said clasping members nor-
mally in the unclasped position, means for
securing said clasping members in the closed
positien when pressed together, and means
at each end for connecting the divided ends
of a shoulder brace to the clasp.

2. A clasp of the class described, compris-
ing elongated back and front clasping mem-
bers hinged together along one of their
Ionger sides the back member being at each
end formed as a hook the entrance to which
is at the upper part of the end, the front
member having a projection at each end
that will enter the space formed by the bend
of the hook of the back member, a spring
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tending to lLeld these members in the un-
clasped position, a retaining lever pivotally
mounted in the upper edge of the back mem-
ber and susceptible of being moved down-
ward in a plane parallel to that of the back
member, a spring tending to turn the re-
taining lever into the clasped position and
means for securing the divided end of a
suspender brace to each end of the clasp.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence
of two subscribing witnesses.

W. BERESFORD FOX.
Witnesses:
Rowranp Brirrarw,
Wiz, 8. SoUuTar.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents eaeh, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, ¢.”
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