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- . PORTABLE CRIB. ’

' Application filed Jeuumary 18, 1821, Seriel Io. 488,371.

To all whom it may concern: ’

‘Be it known that I, Dororry Dewer Cowm-
STOCK, & citizen of the United States of
America, and resident of Dedham, in the
county of Norfolk and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Portable Cribs, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, e
- This invention relates to babies’ cribs.

Cribs are a necessity for protecting a baby
while asleep, but the usual crib can not be
folded inte compass to be readily carried
about, and travel with an infent generally
involves, for this reason, makeshift sleeping

arrangements of an unsatisfactory sort.

Adequate beds for adults ave generally avail-
able wherever one travels, and adaptable ar-
rangements for putting a baby to bed safely
in an ordinary adult cot or bed are highly
desirable for traveling families, but have
not heretofore been available.

The only necessary feature distinguishing
a crib from the usual bed structure to be
found every where is a frame or inclosure
of proper proportions to furnish protection
against falls and confine the baby to its
sleeping place, and to eliminate its natural
fear of what would otherwise be strange
surroundings. .

One object of my invention is to provide a
portable structure which can be attached. to
any bed to convert the bed into & crib; fur-
ther objects are to provide a structure which
will collapse into small space and when col-

‘Japsed be of & form readily carried as lug-

gage anywhere; and to provide convenient
and-simple means for retaining the crib in
its collapsed and extended forms. An addi-
tional object is to provide a structure of
these characteristics in such a form, when
extended, as shall be properly proportioned
for a crib and for placement on any usual
bed, and which, when collapsed, will have
internal spaces useful as carrying spaces
for infant’s clothing, bedding, toys, etc.
Another object is to . provide a structure
utilizing the ordinary full-size bed clothing

and mattress for the baby’s use and which
will secure such clothing against disturbance

by restless movements.

A preferred way of accomplishing these
and other objects will be described in con-
nection with one instance of the invention
shown in the accompanying drawings, in

which,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the

device in use as 2 bed attachment for con-
verting ‘the bed into a crib; o

Fig. 2 is a-section in plan showing the
device in folded condition; - 60

Fig. 3 is a section showing the device in
use as a carrier of articles when folded; =

Fig. 4 is a detail plan view of one of the'{.
hinge and latch structures; ' . ’

ig. 5 is & detail side elevation of the 66
parts shown in Fig. 4; .

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the sepa-
ra,l()ile corner construction and latch therefor;’ -
an U

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the device 70
when collapsed and packed for transport.
In the form shown the device consists of six
sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16, but any’
desired even number may be provided.
When extended, these sections are so placed 75
and connected as to form an enclosure
oblong in shape and preferably twice as long
as it 1s wide, so that each of the long sides
may consists of two sections joined end to
end, all of the sections being of the same 80
or nearly the same length. e sections are-
suitably connected as by hinges 17 on alter--
nate sides of the sections at each jumcture
between sections, so that the dévice can be
folded in zig-zag fashion by separating the 88
connections at one place and turning ad-
jacent sections against each other. To per-
mit such separation and folding, a sepa-
rable latch which may comprise a bar 18
fastened at 23 and a bar 19 having a hock %0
to engage the bar 18 pivoted at 24 to the
respectivé beveled ends of the rails 20, of
adjoining sections, may be employed instead
of a hinge at one of the corners. A dowel
pin 25 fast in ome rail fits in ‘a hole in the 95
other when the parts are fastened together.
The sections may be of any suitable con-
struction, for instance having upper and

h 3

Jower rails 20 and 21, connected by spindles

22, and differing from each other only in 100
having squared or beveled ends for the rails

at the middle and corner joints respectively.
The ends of the rails act ‘as stops limiting
the relative movement of the hinged section '
relative to the adjacent one. When the con- 103
struction is of the preferred rail-and-spindle
type, the joints and fastenings between the
upper and the lower rails respectively are
exactly alike, the structures shown in Figs.

4, 5 and 6 being duplicated at the lower !V
joints between sections of the lower rails 21.
The joints between the side sections 12, 13
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and 15, 16 respactively eve adapted to be

1%

16

30

36

2 . A ;
made rigid by suitable means, such as a bar

26 pivoted at 9 under o wing 8 of plate 7

screwed to one of the rails, and adapted o

take under wing 6 of a similar plate &
screwed on the edjacent end of the adjoining
rail. _ ' .. '

Nesr the snds of the long sides of the
extended: wall formed by the side sections
straps or tepes 28 are secured on or -about

the upper rails. . These tapes provide means.

by which the crib, when set up on & bed,
msey be drewn downwardly and held tightly
upon the bed 29 by fastening the tapes to
the side rails 80, or at other suitable parts

‘of the bed; any suitable buckles or clasps

40 may bs provided to fasten the tapes, or

they may merely be tied in place. The crib, .

being of oblong shape, can be. placed either
lengthwise -or cross-wise on any ordinary
bed; and, when drawn down upon the bed,
converts the bed into a satisfactory crib.

When placed upon the bed-clothes 31 the.

device acts as a clamp to prevent displace-
ment of the bed clothes, and insures proper
covering for a restless child, and provides a
framework for crib side pads to which so
many children are accustomed. In this way
also the child is made to feel thoroughly at
home, without which feeling it is difficult to
induce many children to go to sleep or to
keep them quiet.

For carrying the device in folded condi-
tion, 2 handle 82 is attached in a convenient
place on the upper rail 20 of one of the sec-
tions. The tapes 28 provide means by which
the collapsed crib can bs tied in folded con-
dition; if desired. When folded, the crib

. parts define & rectangular solid, the spindles

40 .

99 being in line, and leaving useful packing
spaces between them. These spaces and the
parts of the device are preferably enclosed

by & cenvas or other case. For cheapness

~and ease of application, the case 83 may be

45

made without stiffening .and open at two
edges 34 and 85 to define a closure flap giv-
ing access to the packing spaces between' the

igege0 e

gpindles 22. Snap fasteners 36 at the edges
34, 35 hold the flap closed. A slit 37 in the

top -of the case permits the handle 32 to
extend therethrough. The rémaining-edges
of the case 83 are suitably sewed-seams or

integral folds. e
_Articles can be placed within the=fofded
crib, either crosswise' as shown. at 38, or
lengthwise as shown at 39 in Fig:.8:: The
latter arrangement is possible on aecount of
the end-hinge construction, which permits
separation of any two adjacent sections to
clamp articles between them. - - L

I claim: - o

1. A folding crib for use on a bed com-
prising sides and ends-somewhat sherter
than the sides and ends of the bed respec-

tively, so as to rest on the bed coverings, 85
.along the sides and foot of the bed with a
‘space between the upper end of the. cover-

ings and the head of the crib, in combina-
tion with flexible fastening means adapted

to hold the crib in place on the bed, the -
sides of the crib being approximately twice

as long as the ends and being divided ip
the middle, the sections so divided being
hinged together, thereby affording six light,

rigid sectlons of approximately eqital length, ¥

whereby the crib may be folded with the

_sections in parallel juxtaposition to fit into

an oblong casing.
2. A folding crib comprising light frames

for sides and ends pivoted: gﬁet er to de-

fine three corners of a rectangular enclosure,
the sides being approximately twice as long
as the ends and being hinged in the middle,
thereby affording six sections of approxi-
mately equal length, and means for detach-
ably connecting two of the sections to each

_other at the fourth corner of the rectangle

so that when detached all the sections may
be folded into parallel juxtapositions, the
side sections being provi(ied with means for
holding them in rigid alignment.
Signed by me at Boston, Massachusetts,
this 15th day of January, 1921.
DOROTHY DEWEY COMSTOCK.
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