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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

CHARLES B. TRIMBLE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND
CHAS. T. ALLEN, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVED LOCK FOR COATS, &oc.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 58,524, dated December 12, 1865 ; antedated November 30,
1865.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. TRIMBLE,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Safety-Lock
for Coats, Cloaks, and other Articles of Wear-
ing-Apparel ; and 1 do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear and exact description
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to make and use the same, reference being
lad to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification.

The frequent and almost daily purloining of
overcoats and other articles of wearing-ap-
parel usually left by gentlemen in the entrance-
hall of houses, and removed from the person
when in places of public resort, such as din-
ing-rooms or restaurants, billiard-halls, &e.,
" has been the subject of much complaint and
annoyance.

To remedy this difficulty has long been con-
sidered a desideratum, and therefore the pres-
ent invention relates to the production of a
safety-lock for coats, &c., so that when taken
off by the wearer and hung upon the hooks or
other devices generally provided therefor they
can be so fastened or secured as only to be
properly removed therefrom by the person
owning or wearing the same, and necessitat-
ing, in case of an attempt by any other person
to remove or steal it, so completely its destruc-
tion as to reunder it totally unfit for wear or use
in any manner.

I secure this result by attaching one end of
a long chain or other similar and suitable de-
vice to and upon a fixed staple of the lLook,
or of the wall to which the hook is secured,
on the other end of which chain is a plug that,
when the coat has been taken off by the per-
son wearing the same and hung upon the de-
sired hook, is passed down through one of its
sleeves and out at the lower end thereof, or
vice versa, or through one or more of its but-
ton-holes, according as may be deemed desir-
able or most expedient, and then inserted
within a lock fastened to the wall in the prop-
er position, and of such a form and construoe-
tion, as will be presently described, that when
the plug is inserted therein it shall be so held
as to be only disengaged or removed therefrom
by the use of a key made of the proper shape.
By thus passing a chain through the sleeve of

a coat or its button-holes, one end of which is
attached to a fixed staple of the wall or Liook,
while the other is securely held within a lock,
from whichitcan only bedisengaged by the use
of a suitable shaped key, it is evident that
without the key the coat can only be removed
from the hook by so cutting or destroying its
sleeve or the other parts of the same as to
render it totally unfit to be worn or used, there-
by greatly obviating the liability of its being
stolen, as well as also requiring so much time
to accomplish the same as to render any at-
tempt at theft almost certain of detection be-
fore being fully accomplished, the advantages
of which are manifest to all persons.

The safety-lock which I use is of such a form
that when the chain-plug is inserted in it and
locked, as described, its key is unlocked, and
vice versa, the particular advantages of which
will be manifest by the following description.

In accompanying plate of drawings my new
safety coat-lock is illnstrated, Figure 1 being
a front view of the lock, showing coat-hook
and chain-plug locked; Kig.2, a view showing
interior of lock; and Figs. 3,4, 5, detail views of
the lock and chain-plug.

a ain the drawings represent a coat-hook,
which may be made of any of the ordinary
forms used, attached to and upon a metallic
plate, b, having apertures ¢ ¢, for tlie insertion
of screws or other suitable devices for fasten-
ing it to the wall of a room or auy other de-
sired place. ’

Secured to plate b, and in the center thereof,
is a case or box, d, in which the locking devices
used are inserted, they consisting of a series
of thin spring bars or plates, fffand f¢, of
nearly the same width as the thickness of the
interior of the box, but of considerable less
length, each cut out as represented at g in
Fig. 3, with short pins % & secured in each of
its shoulder-pieces I I, upon their inner faces
and opposite to each other, leaving a small
equal place, m, between the outer ends of the
same, with the exception of the bar f/, which
has one of its shoulders, I/, made of an inclined
shape, as seen in Fig. 2, These bars are in-
serted within the Lox at short and equal dis-
tances apart, with the portions cut away to-
ward the plate b, and between suitable guiding-
pieces, n n n %, of the same, the bar f* being in
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its upper portion and their edges in contact
with the outer plate, o, of the box, and at the
same end thereof are each cut away for a short
portion of their width, forming shoulders p p’,
with inclined edges, as seen in Fig. 2, the
shoulder p’ of the bar f* being made of a wedge
shape.

Upon the exterior of the outer plate, o, at its
center, and either attached thereto or formed
therewith in one and the same piece, is a fixed
staple, ¢,in which is secured oneend of a chain,
r, made of any metal, of aconvenient size, but

. of considerable strength, and of a length more
than sufficient to extend through the sleeve of
a person’s coat, to the outer end of which chain
is hung one end of a short plug, s, made of a
straight bar of metal of less thickness than
space m between the pins & % of the bars f,
beveled at its other end, and having a series
of apertures, ¢ ¢ ¢, extending entirely through
its thickness, and at equal and the same dis-
tances apart as that between the parallel bars
S f 1 of the lock.

4 is'the key of the lock, made of the form
represented in Fig. 2, with one edge straight
aud with a notch, y, at its inner end; z, its
handle. The key, when inserted in the lock,
passes over the flat surfaces of the shoulders
of its parallel bars, and by its uneven edge o/,
bearingand moving against theirregularedges
of the same, finally catching by its noteh y up-
on the wedge-shaped shoulderof the upper bar,
J?,where it is securely held until relieved there-
froin, as will be presently described.

After the coat has been removed from the
person wearing the same, it is hung upon the

coat-hook @ and the plug of the chain passed |

down through its sleeve, and then inserted by
its beveled end in the lock through an open-
ing,l’, thereof inits lower plate, ¢/, and, passing
through the same by and between the ends of
the parallel bar-pins, finally impinges against
theinclined shoulder of the upper bar, f7, caus-
ing it to be moved in its guides away from the
key, thus relieving its wedge-shaped shoulder
from the hook or notch of the same, and leav-
ingitfreeto be withdrawn, whenthe otherbars,
J 1 f, interlock by their pins A &, &ec., through
the action of their springs, with the apertures
in the said plag, as is evident without further
description, thereby firmly and securely hold-
ing the plug within the lock, so that it ecannot
then be removed.

To remove the plug, again insert the keyin
the lock, as before deseribed, when, as seen in
Tig. 2,it so moves the parallel bars of the same
-as to cause their pins to be disengaged from
the chain-plug, leaving it, in its turn, free to be
withdrawn.

. From the above description it is manifest
that by the use of a chain permanently fixed
at one end, and of sufficient length to pass en-
tirely through the sleeve of a person’s coat, and

be so held within a lock at its other end as
onlytobeunfastened and removed therefrom by
the use of a key fitting said lock, as deseribed,
the purloining of thecoatisentirely prevented,
the advantages of which have been hereinbe-
fore enumerated and are evident to all.

There may be many variations in the form
and construction of the lock deseribed ; and it
is my intention to so vary them that the key
of one shall not fit and unlock another, which
it is apparent can be done with little difficulty,
and also other kinds of locks can be used other
than that herein deseribed and represented in
in the drawings, and therefore I donot intend
to limit myself to the use of the one described
or to any particular one.

In lien of combining the hook-lock and
chain-staple allin one pieceand uponone plate,

as described, they can be as well made sepa- .

rate from each other and then attached to the
wall in their proper positions. Also, in licu
of passing the chain through the coat-sleeve,
it can be as well passed through one or more of
its button-holes, although I deem the sleeve
the most desirable and the best for the par-
pose. ,

It may be here remarked that there can be
various modifications and alterations made in
the detail, construction, and arrangement of
the hook c¢hain and lock and their several
parts other than those hereinbefore mentioned,
and without departing from the principles and
objects of the present invention, which are to
so fasten a coat when hung upon a hook asto
entirely prevent any possibility or liability ot
its being removed or stolen therefrom.

My improvements are also adapted to the
locking of other articles of wearing-apparel
besidesa coat, as herein particularly deseribed,
and can also be applied as well to the secur-
ing of ladies’ garments. And, furthermore,al-
though I have described my improvements as
applied to the securing of a coat or other ar-
ticle of wearing-apparel to a hook, they can be
also nsed for so locking a eoat as to prevent
its being removed from a chair, table, or any
other of the devices ordinarily employed for
the reception of coats, it being only necessary
that the position of the fixed staple and lock
used should be regulated accordingly.

I elaim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

The safety coat-lock herein described, the
same consisting of a chain fixed at one end to
and upon the wall or other suitable place, in
combination with a snitable lockingor holding
devicehaving the general features herein speci-
fied, the two being arranged and operating to-
gether substantially in the manner set forth.

CHAS. B. TRIMBLE.

Witnesses:

ALBERT W. BROWN,
M. M. LIVINGSTON.
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