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This invention relates to a display rack for supporting
a panel and relates more particularly to an improved dis-
play fixture for exhibiting merchandise in store windows,
showrooms, art galleries and other places of exhibition.

It has been difficult heretofore to support relatively
large surfaces whether planar or curvilinear in store win-
dows without constructing, at considerable expense, costly
framework. Frequently the framework must be removed
when a display is of a temporary nature and new or
modified framing will be required for supporting panels
os display boards of a differenit size or configuration.
Not only is the fabrication of the framework costly but
the framing must be discarded usually in the event there
is insufficient storage room to accommodate the framing
for future utilization. - The labor required to install and
remove the framing may not be available when changes
or modifications are desired thereby resulting in delays
and inconvenience to the decorator or exhibitor.

Therefore, it is an objective of this invention to pro-
vide a display fixture for supporting decorative as well as
exhibiting panels on which articles to be viewed may be
mounted or the panels may be used to screen or partition
floor areas for exhibition.

Another objective of this invention is the provision of
a compact, adjustable and portable display rack or fixture
capable of supporting a relatively large panel whether
rectilinear or curvilinear.

Still another objective of this invention is to provide
a panel-supporting easel or rack having vertically spaced-
apart panel-supporting rails that are vertically adjustable
to accommodate different height panels. .

A further objective of this invention is to prov1de a
display panel rack having a stabilized base for preventing
panel forward tilting.

Other objectives and many of the attendant advantages
of this invention will become more readily -apparent from
the “following detailed descr1pt1on taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawing in which like characters
of teference designate corresponding parts-throughout the
several views, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of one embodiment
of the display panel rack of this invention with portions
removed and a display panel shown in outline form only;

FIG. 2 is an end elevation view -of FIG. 1 with por-
tions removed and other portions shown in section, and
the various elements shown in disassembled orientation
or exploded

FIG. 3 is an end elevational view with portions re-
moved illustrating a -modified embodiment of a display
panel rack for supporting back to back panels;

FIG. 4 is a top planview of the upper panel-supporting
rail of FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 5 is a top plan View only of the upper panel-
supportmg rails of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a front perspective view of a pair of display
fixtures for supporting curvilinear panels to form a sub-
stantially oval, circular -or elliptical enclosure;

FIG. 7 is a front elevational schematic view of a pair
of display fixtures supporting a plurality of panels shown
in outline form;

FIG. 8 is a top schematic plan illustrating the use of
a pair of fixtures having curvilinear panel-supporting rails
to form a S-wall;

FIG. 9 is a top schematic view of a pair of display fix-
tures having curvilinear tracks to form a circular or sub-
stantially cylindrical chamber; and
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FIG. 10 is a top schematic diagram of a further orienta-
tion of four fixtures to form a substantially diamond or
fluted configuration.

Referring to the drawing and particularly to FIGS. 1
and 2, there is illustrated a preferred embodiment of
the display fixture 20 in which the U-shaped channel base
21 will engage the floor or other flat surface and slidably
retain therein the stabilizing bar 22 to which forward end
is affixed the downwardly extending floor-engaging lug 23.
The inner end 24 of rod 22 is provided with an upwardly
extending lug 25 for limiting forward displacement of
rod 22 by engaging with the stanchion supporting plate
26 that is securely fastened to a lower plate 27 that is
mounted and secured to the U-shaped base 21. Plate 26
is secured to the plate 27 by means of the fastening bolts
28 that are threadably secured to the plate 27. A ver-
tically extending stanchion or tubular housing 29 is se-
curely fastened at the lower end 30 to the upper plate 26.

A first or lower panel supporting U-shaped rail 32
extends transversely over the base 21 and is secured to
the lower plate 27 by means of the fastening bolt or bolts
33 that are threadably received in the plate 27. The
depth and width of the channel 34 in the panel-supporting
rail 32 may vary depending upon the thickness and the
weight of the panel to be supported therein. Thumb
screws 35 are threadably secured along one side of the
panel-supporting rail 32 for releasably clamping a panel
36 in the channel 34. .

The vertically extending stanchion or tubular housing
29 cooperatively receives for slidable telescoping move-
ment therein the rod member 37 which is vertically ad-
justable and releasably clamped in position in the tubular
housing 29 by means of the thumb screw 38 threadably
retained at the upper end of the stanchion 29. The upper
terminal end 39 of the rod 37 is provided with a cap 40
for threadably receiving the bolt 41 which will secure the
angle bracket 42 in position at the top of the rod 39.
A second or upper panel-supporting U-shaped rail 43 is
securely fastened as by welding or other suitable means
in an inverted position cooperatively to receive and sup-
port in the channel 44 the upper end of the panel 36 as
shown in FIG. 1. Spaced-apart thumb screws are thread-
ably secured in the upper panel—supportmg rail 43 as more
clearly shown in FIG. 4.

The vertical displacement between the lower and upper
panel-supporting rails 32 and 43 will vary dependmg upon
the height of the individual panel 36, and in some in-
stances a plurality of telescoping tubes may be employed
instead of the single rod 37 depending upon the desired
extension. In those instances where the panel will support
articles mounted thereon, the forwardly extending rod 22
may be withdrawn to the desired extent with the forward
movement limited by contact with the lug 25 against the
plate 26 thereby preventing forward tilting of the panel
and the articles supported thereon. An opening 46 may
be ‘drilled in the base 21 to receive a fastening member
for securing the base to a floor or other supporting mem-
ber to assure against forward tilting or shifting of the
panel and display fixture.

A modified embodiment of the display fixture is shown
in FIGS. 3 and 5 with the base 21, the forwardly extend-
ing rod 22 and the lower and upper plates 26 and 27
being substantially the same as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.
Also, the stanchion 29 and rod 37 together with the upper
and lower panel-supporting rails 43 and 32 being substan-
tially the same as shown and described for FIGS. 1 and
2. The modified embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 and 5
include a U-shaped spacer member 50 securely mounted
by means of bolts 51 on the rod plate 40. A second upper
panel-supporting U-shaped rail 52 is securely fastened to
the opposite side of spacer member 50 from the first upper
panel-supporting rail 43 and preferably at the same level
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or height. = A second lower panel-supporting U-shaped
rail 59 is securely fastened at the top of and extends trans-
versely across the upper plate 26 and parallel to the other
lower panel-supporting rail 32. Panel-supporting thumb
screws 54 are threadably received in the second upper rail
52, and similarly, the second lower rail 53 is provided
with spaced-apart thumb screws (not shown). In the
modified embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, two sepa-
rate panels or partitions may be supported on the same
display fixture for separating or partitioning compart-
ments such asin a window display or room exhibit. It is
desirable that short depending leg members 55 be pro-
vided not only on the forward or first rail 32 but also
on the rear or second lower rail 53 for increased stability.

In FIG. 7 there is illustrated schematically two separate
display panel fixtures 20 that are spaced laterally from
each other and supporting three separate panels 36 with
the end panels abutting a single middle panel to form a
substantially extensive rectilinear wall.

In each of the embodiments referred to heretofore, the
panel-supporting rails are rectilinear for supporting a
planar surface. A further modification of the display fix-
ture is illustrated in FIG. 6 in which the base 56 is sub-
stantially identical to the base 21 including the slidable
rod 22 and the vertical stanchion 57 with the telescoping
rod 58 being substantially the same as that employed in
the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, however, the
thumb screws for supporting the rods 58 have been omit-
ted but are actually used in practice. The lower arcuate
U-shaped panel-supporting rail 59 is also provided with
depending and stabilizing legs 60 with the intermediate
portion 61 of the arcuate rail 59 being secured to the
forward portion of the base whereas the right fixture has
its U-shaped arcuate panel-supporting rail 62 mounted to
the opposite side of the stanchion on the base 56. Suit-
able thumb screws may also be provided although not
shown to retain the arcuate panel in position on the lower
arcuate rails 59 and 62. In the display fixture at the left
in FIG. 6, the upper arcuate rail 63 complements the
lower rail 59 for receiving a curved panel in the panel-
receiving recesses 64 and 65 with the rail 63 being secured
along the outer perimeter to the rod 58. The upper panel-
receiving and supporting rail 66 in the right embodiment
of FIG. 6, is received and supported to the rod 58 on the
inner periphery of the rail 66.  Suitable thumb screws for
supporting the panels in the arcuate rails are provided but
not shown for either the upper or lower rails in FIG. 6.

In FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 various combinations of the arcu-
ate rails are illustrated with the diagrammatic illustration
in FIG. 8 depicting a sinuous pattern, FIG. 9 illustrating
a circular or cylindrical unit with both FIGS. 8 and 9
utilizing two single display panel fixtures. In FIG. 10,
four separate display fixtures are utilized with each of
the arcuate rails 67 being less than a semicircle.

It will be readily apparent that the various elements
including the panel-supporting rails need not necessarily
be U-shaped in cross section and a semicircular rail may
be utilized or other cross sections that provide uniform
and continuous support for the base of a panel. Also, in
the embodiments illustrated, in FIGS. 1, 2 and. 3, the
variolls components may be disassembled readily for facil-
ity of packaging, storage and shipment. However, the
various members may be welded or otherwise securely
fastened.

Many modifications may be made in each of the ele-
ments or components without departing from the purpose
and: spirit of this invention and such modifications are
contemplated within the scope of the appended claims,
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What is claimed is:

1. A display rack for panels comprising; a base, a rod
slidably positioned in said base to extend said base for
stabilization, a panel-supporting lower rail secured to and
extending across said base, a vertical columan having tele-
scoping nestable members mounted on said base with
means for releasably clamping the telescoping members
to a desired extension, and a panel-supporting upper rail
secured to one of said telescoping nestable members, each
of said panel-supporting rails having means for releas-
ably supporting a panel.

2. A display rack for supporting panels as claimed in
claim I wherein said panel-supporting rails are rectilinear.

3. A display rack for panels as claimed in claim 1 and
wherein said panel-supporting rails are curvilinear.

4. A display rack for panels as claimeéd in claim 1 and
wherein said panel-supporting rails each have a U-shaped
cross section,

5. A knockdown display rack for supporting a panel
comprising; a base, a panel-supporting lower rail secured
to and extending across said base, a vertical column hav-
ing telescoping nestable members mounted on said base
with means for releasably clamping the telescoping mem-
ber to a desired extension, and a panel-supporting upper
rail secured to a telescoping nestable member, each of
said panel-supporting rails having means for releasabl
supporting a panel. :

6. A display rack for-panels as claimed in claim 5
wherein said panel-supporting rails are rectilinear.

7. A display rack for panels as claimed in claim 5 and
wherein said panel-supporting rails are curvilinear.

8. A display rack for panels as claimed in claim 5 and
wherein said panel-supporting rails each have a U-shaped
cross section.

9. A display rack for supporting a panel as claimed in
claim 8 wherein said panel-supporting rails are rectilinear.

19. A display rack for supporting a panel as claimed in
claim 8 and wherein said panel-supporting rails are curvi-
linear.

11. A panel display and supporting device comprising a
stanchion base having a U-shaped rail, a stanchion stabil-
izing rod slidably retained in said rail between limits, a
lower U-shaped panel-supporting track for supporting a
panel therein mounted on said base rail adjacent said
stanchion base, said panel-supporting track having spaced-
apart ground-engaging stabilizing members, a tubular
stanchion vertically supported on said stanchion base, a
rod telescopically slidable in said tubular stanchion, means
on said stanchion for releasably clamping said tod at the
desired elevation, a second U-shaped  panel-supporting
track mounted on said rod for supporting the top of a
panel therein, and releasable panel clamping means on
said panel-supporting tracks.
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