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1. 

3,233,858 
CUP HOLDING BRACKET 

Jonas W. Benjamin, Salisbury, Md., assignor to Hold-a- 
Drink, Inc., a corporation of Maryland 
Filed May 13, 1964, Ser. No. 366,945 

1. Clain. (Cl. 248-311) 

This invention relates to a novel and useful cup hold 
ing bracket and more specifically to a bracket which is 
designed for support from an upstanding supporting sur 
face and which includes means for stationarily position 
ing a drinking cup or the like. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a cup 

holding bracket which may be secured to a door of an 
automobile, the side of a boat or any upstanding support 
ing surface and utilized to removably support a drinking 
cup or other beverage container in an upright position. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a cup 

holding bracket constructed in a manner whereby the 
container supported thereby will not only be supported 
from the bottom thereof but will also be encircled by 
means of an annular portion of the cup holding bracket 
above the lower end of the container whereby lateral 
support to the latter will be provided. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
cup holding bracket in accordance with the preceding 
objects including a lower laterally outwardly projecting 
support arm for supporting the lower end of a container 
and an upper laterally outwardly projecting frame leg 
support arm for encircling an upper portion of the con 
tainer to be supported. 
Yet another object of this invention, in accordance 

with the immediately preceding object, is to provide 
means for mounting the upper and lower support arms 
from the support bracket for swinging movement rela 
tive thereto about generally parallel axes and in a man 
ner enabling the support arms to be readily collapsed to 
ward positions rotated approximately 90 from their op 
erative positions thereby enabling them to substantially 
parallel the upright supporting surface from which the 
cup holding bracket is supported. 
A final object of this invention to be specifically 

enumerated herein is to provide a cup holding bracket in 
accordance with the preceding objects which will con 
form to conventional forms in manufacture, be a simple 
construction and easy to use so as to provide a device 
that will be economically feasible, long lasting and rela 
tively trouble free in operation. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the cup holding 

bracket of the instant invention with the support arms 
thereof shown in collapsed inoperative positions; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged rear elevational view of the 

bracket; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 

substantially upon a plane designated by the section line 
3-3 of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a further enlarged vertical sectional view 

similar to FIGURE 3 but showing the upper and lower 
support arms of the bracket in their extended operative 
positions. 

Referring now more specifically to the drawings the 
numeral 10 generally designates the cup holding bracket 
of the instant invention. The bracket 10 includes an up 
standing mounting plate 12 which may be of any desirable 
plan shape such as elliptical as illustrated and which has 
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2 
a plurality of apertures 14, 5 and 16 formed therein. 
A plurality of fasteners 18 are shown illustrated in FIG 
URE 2 of the drawings removably supporting the cup 
holding bracket 16 to an upstanding supporting surface 
22 in which the fasteners 8 have been threadedly en 
gaged after being passed through the apertures 14, 15 
and 16. 
A closed ended generally semi-cylindrical housing 24 

is secured to the mounting plate 2 by means of blind 
rivets 26 and 28, see FIG. 2, and has a pair of slots 30 
and 32 formed therein. A pivot pin 34 is secured be 
tween the opposite end walls of the housing 24 and an 
upper support arm generally referred to by reference 
numeral 36 and substantially ring like in configuration is 
pivotally supported from the pivot pin 34 by means of 
a pair of apertured laterally directed ears 38 and 40 
carried by the circumferentially spaced-apart ends of the 
ring-like upper support arm. In addition, it may be seen 
that a pair of apertured mounting lugs 42 and 44 are 
struck outwardly from the front face 46 of the mounting 
plate 2 and that a pivot pin 48 is journalled therebe 
tween. A lower support arm generally referred to by 
the reference numeral 50 is provided and includes a pair 
of upstanding opposite side apertured lugs 52 which em 
bracingly receive the apertured lugs 42 and 44 therebe 
tween and are mounted on the pivot pin 48. Further, 
the support arm 50 also includes an angulated flange 56 
provided for a purpose to be hereinafter more fully set 
forth. 
As can best be seen from FIGURE 2 of the drawings 

the mounting plate 12 has a pair of upper apertures 58 
and 60 formed therein with which the ears 38 and 40, 
respectively, are registered. Further, the lower portion 
of the mounting plate 12 has an aperture 62 formed there 
in between apertured mounting lugs 42 and 44 and with 
which the angulated flange 56 is registered. 
A leaf spring 64 is secured to the rear face 66 of the 

mounting plate 2 by means of suitable rivets 68 and 
includes one end portion defining a pair of spring arms 
70 and 72 and a second end portion defining a single 
spring arm 74. Each of the arms 70 and 72 includes 
a laterally directed terminal end portion 76 which projects 
into the corresponding opening or aperture and engages 
the free end of the corresponding apertured ear of the 
upper support arm 36 when the latter is in its operative 
position illustrated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings. In 
addition, the spring arm 74 includes a laterally offset 
end portion 78 which projects into the opening or aper 
ture 62 and is engaged by the free end of the angulated 
flange 56 when the lower support arm 50 is in its inopera 
tive position. 
The spring arms 70 and 72 are therefore utilized to 

yieldingly retain the support arm 36 in the operative 
position illustrated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings. In 
addition, as can be seen by FIGURE 3 of the drawings, 
the support arms 70 and 72 also serve to yieldingly re 
tain the upper support arm 36 in the collapsed position. 
Still further, the planar face 80 of the angulated flange 
56 is engaged by the laterally offset terminal end portions 
78 of the support arm 74 when the lower support arm 
50 is in the operative position illustrated in FIGURE 4 
of the drawings. Accordingly, it may be seen that the 
spring arm 74 may be utilized to yieldingly retain the 
lower support arm 50 in both its operative and inopera 
tive positions. 
With attention now directed more specifically to FIG 

URE 1 of the drawings it may be seen that the lower 
support arm 50, when in the retracted inoperative posi 
tion, is nested within the ring-like upper support arm 36 
when the latter is in its inoperative position. Further, 
it will noted from FIGURE 4 of the drawings that the 
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upper support arm 36 cannot be pivoted downwardly at 
its free end to the fully collapsed inoperative position 
as long as the lower support arm 50 is in its operative 
position, the length of the upper support arm 36 from 
the pivot pin 34 being such that the outer peripheral 
portion of the support arm 36 will contact the outer 
end of the lower support arm 50 should the former be 
swung toward its collapsed position when the latter is in 
its operative position. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
An article holding bracket comprising an upstanding 

mounting plate adapted to be secured to an upstanding 
supporting surface, upper support arm means pivotally 
secured at one end to an upper portion of said mounting 
plate for rotation about a generally horizontally disposed 
axis generally paralleling said plate and extending trans 
versely of said one end of said upper support arm means, 
a frame carried by the other end of said upper support 
arm means and disposed in a plane generally paralleling 
said axis and swingable between a raised generally hori 
zontally disposed operative position and a lowered re 
tracted position generally paralleling and disposed ad 
jacent said mounting plate, lower support arm means 
pivotally secured at one end to a lower portion of said 
mounting plate for rotation about an axis generally 
paralleling the first mentioned axis and extending trans 
versely of said lower support arm means, a support mem 
ber carried by the other end of said lower support arm 
means and disposed in a plane generally paralleling said 
axis and swingable between an operative lowered gen 
erally horizontally disposed limit position and a raised 
retracted position generally paralleling and disposed ad 
jacent said mounting plate, said frame completely re 
ceiving said support member therein when said frame 
and said lower support arm means are in their inopera 
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tive positions, said upper support arm means comprising 
a partial cylindrical band-like member defining said frame 
and including generally radially outwardly projecting ad 
jacent, parallel and spaced apart end portions, said mount 
ing plate including a generally semi-cylindrical housing 
generally paralleling said first-mentioned axis and open 
ing toward and secured to orie side of said mounting 
plate, said housing including opposite end walls disposed 
generally normal to the medial plane of said mounting 
plate, said housing having a pair of longitudinally spaced 
circumferentially extending slots formed therein, a pivot 
pin secured to and extending between said end walls, 
said end portions of said band-like member extending 
through said slots and secured to said pin at points spaced 
therealong, the free terminal ends of said end portions 
being disposed generally normal to the medial plane of 
said frame, said mounting plate having an opening formed 
therein in registry with each of said slots, elongated leaf 
spring means secured intermediate its opposite ends to 
the other side of said mounting plate and including por: 
tions on one end thereof generally paralleling said plate, 
disposed in registry with said slots and engaging the free 
terminal ends of said end portions, said plate having a 
second opening formed therein in registry with the base 
end of said lower support arm means, the other end of said spring means including portions generally paralleling 
said plate and disposed in said second opening, said base 
end of said lower support arm means including a stirface 
disposed generally normal to the longitudinal centerline 
of said lower support arm means and engaged with said 
other end of said spring means. 
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