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This invention relates to merchandising trays and more 
particularly to merchandising trays having adjustable par 
titions. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
merchandise display counter having manually adjustable 
glass partitions which are disposable in an upright posi 
tion without risk of tilting or sloping thereof. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a merchandise display counter employing manually ad 
justable clips for supporting the partitions thereof at 
various locations upon the said counter. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a mer 

chandise display tray which is of simple and durable con 
struction and which may be marketed at a comparatively 
low price. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide a merchandise display tray which is efficient in 
use and easily cleaned. 

Other and more specific objects of the present inven 
tion will be apparent from the following description as 
read in connection with the accompanying drawing, the 
novel features of this invention being pointed out in the 
claims at the end of the specification. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a merchandise display 
counter employing the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken about the line 
2-2 of Fig. 1 and looking in the direction of the arrows 
located at the ends of the said line; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the two 
perforated panels which are located at the base of the 
said invention; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view showing various types 
of clips disposed upon the merchandise display tray and 
supporting glass partitions thereon; 

Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are perspective views of the various 
clips employed in the invention; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of a modified 
form of the base of the said merchandise display tray. 
As is well known, merchandise display counters em 

ploying suitable partitions are commonplace and perhaps 
indispensable mercantile equipment. Furthermore, in such 
devices, it is highly desirable to have partitions which are 
easily adjustable so as to economically accommodate arti 
cles of merchandise of various sizes and shapes. The 
present invention has been conceived so as to solve this 
problem with the use of a minimum number of parts of 
simple and ingenious construction. - 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the embodiment of 
the invention therein shown is a supporting member 10 
employing a suitable shoulder 11 for retaining the lower 
portion of the display tray. The supporting member 0 
may be incorporated in any suitable merchandising table 
(not shown) of conventional design. The lower portion 
of the display tray is supported on the said shoulder 11 
and comprises the horizontal panels 12 and 13 separated 
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2 . . 
13 may be constructed of sheet metal, pressed board, 
wood, or plastic and are mounted parallel to one another 
at a distance of approximately 3%'. Each of the said 
panels 12 and 13 incorporates a number of cross-shaped 
apertures 15 and 16 located in straight rows and columns 
and in identical positions and dispositions upon the said 
panels 12 and 13 so that each of the said apertures 15 
located on the upper panel i3 is directly above a corre 
sponding aperture 16 located on the lower panel 12. 
The upper surface area of panel 13 may be rectangu 

larly enclosed by walls 17, 18 and 19, which may be 
constructed of glass or other suitable material, and the 
said area may be subdivided by a number of suitably 
located glass partitions 20 and 21 so as to form rec tangular compartments. 
A variety of ingenious supporting clips are utilized for 

the purpose of rigidly mounting in a vertical position the 
said walls 17, 18 and 19 and partitions 20 and 21 in the 
locations described above. Thus at the corners of panel 
13 is located a clip 22 having four vertical sheet metal 
members 23 and 24, forming the sides of two compart 
ments disposed at right angles to one another and adapted 
to receive and removably secure in such position walls 17 
and 18. The said compartments have lower surfaces 25 
and 26 which serve to support the walls 17 and 18 and 
a horizontal sheet metal stiffening member 27 which adds 
rigidity to the entire clip 22 and serves to maintain the 
compartments thereof at right angles with respect to one 
another. The said clip 22 also employs a vertical anchor 
ing member 23 composed of sheet metal and suitably 
affixed to the lower surface of the said stiffening member 
27. This anchoring member 28 is disposed so as to be 
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capable of reception within one of the cross-shaped aper 
tures 15 located in the vicinity of the corner of the afore 
mentioned panel 13 and also within one of the correspond 
ing apertures 16 located below in the panel 12. 

Since it may be inconvenient, and indeed is undesirable, 
to secure the walls 17 and 18 only at the corners of the 
display tray, and since another wall 19 may serve as a 
continuation of the said enclosure, a side wall clip 29 is 
employed for connecting and anchoring two walls 18 and 
19 located on the same side of the rectangular enclosure. 
This clip 29 has two parallel vertical sheet metal walls 30 
separated into two compartments by a vertical transverse 
member 31 integral with said walls 36. The last men 
tioned compartments also employ a suitable lower surface 
32 for supporting the said walls 18 and 9 and a horizontal 
plate 33 for mounting two sheet metal block-shaped 
anchors 34 on the lower surface of the said plate 33, 
the said anchors 34 being disposed so as to be removably 
received in one corner of each of two of the cross-shaped 
apertures 15 on the upper panel 13 as well as the cor 
responding corner of the apertures 16 located directly 
below. The plate 33 also terminates in a member 35 
having two substantially vertical side walls 36 adapted to 
be removably clipped upon one portion of the upper 
panel 13 located between the aforesaid two apertures 15 
and to rigidly hold in position the entire side wall clip 29. 
The partitions 28 and 2E are also rigidly but removably 

mounted in a vertical position by appropriate clips 37 
and 38. Thus where such a partition 26 is in the vicinity 
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and rigidly held with respect to one another at appropriate 
intervals by a vertical block 14. The said panels 12 and 

'of an enclosing wall 18, it may be supported by a sheet 
metal clip 37, having two vertical side wallis 39 and a back 
portion 40, adapted to removably secure one end of the 
said partition. The said clip 37 is also suitably notched 
to receive in a horizontal position a portion of the upper 
panel 3 which forms the edge of one of the apertures 
15, the said side walls 39 terminating in slight arcuate 
bends 41 resting on the aforesaid edge. Integral with the 
said clip 37 is a sheet metal anchor 42 which extends 
from the said side walls 39 and back portion 40 and has 
a rectangular cross-sectional shape adapted for being re 



3 
movably, secured within the said cross-shaped aperture 
15 as well as the corresponding aperture 16 located di 
rectly below, the said anchor 42 extending entirely from 
the edge of one end of the cross-shaped apertures 15 and 
16 to the opposite edge of the far side thereof, and is thus 
rigidly but removably secured within the said apertures 
15 and 16. The top surface 43 of the said anchor 42 serves 
to support the end of the partition when enclosed by the 
side walls 39 and backportion 40. v 

Since portions of the partition 20 will cover substantial 
parts of the apertures 15, when mounting partitions 21 at 
right angles to the first mentioned partition 20, the Sup 
porting clip 38 therefor must be adapted for anchoring 
within the exposed portion of the apertures 15. Accord 
ingly this clip 38 has two sheet metal side walls 44 adapted 
for removably securing a partition 21 therein and terminat 
ing in two arcuate bends 45 adapted for support upon the 
edges of panel 13 surrounding one portion of the said 
aperture 15, a back portion 46 and a vertical anchoring 
member 47 having a rectangular cross-sectional shape of 
a size suitable for being removably secured within one of 
the said exposed areas of the cross-shaped apertures 15 as 
well as the corresponding portion of the aperture 16 lo 
cated directly beneath. 

Since the partition clips 37 and 38 are manually re 
movable, it will be seen that a wide variety of sizes and 
shapes of rectangular and other straight-sided compart 
ments may be availed of by appropriate location of the 
said clips 37 and 38. It is also noteworthy that all of 
the clips 22, 29, 37, and 38 used in the present invention 
may be constructed of a material such as stainless steel 
so as to resist tarnishing and present a clean appearance. 
When the said clips 37 and 38 have been suitably lo 

cated, the exposed cross-shaped apertures remaining may 
be covered by a material such as paper or wood so that 
an unbroken surface will appear, the said surface and par 
titions being suitable for rapid cleaning when the occasion 
arises therefor. 
As an alternative to having two panels 12 and 13 as 

described above, it is possible to use a single thick panel 
48 having suitably located cross-shaped apertures 49, the 
said panel 48 being of a depth sufficient to provide sub 
stantial rigidity to anchoring devices of the type herein 
above described. 
The embodiments of the invention illustrated and de 

scribed hereinabove have been selected for the purpose of 
clearly setting forth the principles involved. It will be ap 
parent, however, that the present invention is susceptible of 
being modified in respect to details of construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts which may be resorted 
to without departure from the spirit and scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United States: 

1. In a merchandising counter having an inner hori 
zontal inner shoulder located on the upper portions there 
of, the combination comprising enclosing walls, means 
for removably securing a plurality of the said enclosing 
walls upon the upper portion of the said counter, par 
titions, means for removably securing the said partitions 
within the said enclosing walls and adjacent thereto and 
means for securing the ends of some of the partitions in 
the vicinity of the sides of other of said partitions, a 
plurality of vertically spaced horizontal panels each hav 
ing a series of cross-shaped apertures arranged in a num 
ber of rows and columns, the said apertures on each of 
said panels being in vertical alignment with said apertures 
on the other of said panels, all of said means being re 
ceived within predetermined ones of said apertures, the 
lower of said panels being supported upon the inner hori 
Zontal shoulder, said means for removably securing a 
plurality of the said enclosing walls upon the upper por 
tion of the said counter comprising at least one clip lo 
cated at one corner of the said counter and having four 
vertical sheet metal members forming the sides of two 
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4. 
compartments disposed at right angles to one another, 
the said compartments having back portions, bottom sur 
faces and a horizontal sheet metal stiffening member in 
tegral with the said compartments, the said clip having 
a vertical sheet metal anchoring member affixed to the 
lower surface of the said stiffening member and receiv 
able within one of the said cross-shaped apertures lo 
cated in the vicinity of one corner of the upper of the 
said horizontal panels, the said anchoring member also 
being receivable within the cross-shaped aperture located 
in the lower of the said horizontal panels and in align 
ment with the last-mentioned aperture, the said compart 
ments being suitable for reception at right angles of the 
ends of two vertical enclosing walls, the said means for 
removably securing a plurality of the said enclosing walls 
upon the upper portion of the said counter also compris 
ing at least one clip located at a point along the side of 
the said counter and having two parallel vertical sheet 
metal walls separated into two compartments by a verti 
cal transverse sheet metal member integral with the 
said walls, a lower surface for supporting the said walls 
and a horizontal plate having two sheet metal block 
shaped anchoring members affixed to the lower surface 
thereof and disposed for removable reception in one 
corner of each of two of the said cross-shaped apertures 
located on the upper of the said horizontal panels in the 
vicinity of the said point along the side of the said 
counter, the said anchoring members last-mentioned also 
being receivable within the cross-shaped apertures lo 
cated in the lower of the said horizontal panels and in 
alignment with the last-mentioned apertures, the said plate 
also terminating in two substantially vertical side walls 
adapted to being removably secured upon one portion of 
the said upper horizontal panel located between the 
aforementioned two apertures located on the said upper 
horizontal panel, the last-mentioned removable side walls 
being suitable for holding in a rigid upright position the 
last-mentioned clip located along the side of the said 
counter, the said clip being suitable for removably se 
curing the end portions of two of the said enclosing walls 
along the side of the said counter, the said enclosing walls 
being at an angle of 180 degrees with respect to each 
other and being disposed within the compartments of 
the said clip. 

2. In a merchandising counter having an inner hori 
Zontal inner shoulder located on the upper portions 
thereof, the combination comprising enclosing walls, 
means for removably securing a plurality of the said 
enclosing walls upon the upper portion of the said 
counter, partitions, means for removably securing the 
said partitions within the said enclosing walls and adja 
cent thereto and means for securing the ends of some of 
the partitions in the vicinity of the sides of other of said 
partitions, a plurality of vertically spaced horizontal 
panels each having a series of cross-shaped apertures 
arranged in a number of rows and columns, the said 
apertures on each of said panels being in vertical align 
ment with said apertures on the other of said panels, all 
of said means being received within predetermined ones 
of said apertures, the lower of said panels being supported 
upon the inner horizontal shoulder, said means for re 
movably securing the said partitions within the said en 
closing walls and adjacent thereto comprising at least 
one clip composed of sheet metal and having two vertical 
side walls and a back portion adapted to removably se 
cure one end of the said partition in an upright position, 
the said clip being suitably notched to receive in a hori 
zontal position a portion of the upper of said panels 
which forms the edge of one of the cross-shaped apertures 
in the vicinity of the said clip, the said side walls termi 
nating above the said notch in slight arcuate bends 
adapted to rest upon the said edge, the said clip also 
having a sheet metal anchoring portion extending from 
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the said side walls and back portion thereof, the said 
anchoring portion having a rectangular cross-sectional 



2,812,225 
5 

shape removably securable within the said cross-shaped 
aperture and within the aperture aligned therewith and 
located within the lower of the said horizontal panels, 
the said anchoring portion extending from the edge of 
one end of the said cross-shaped apertures to the oppo 
site edge of the far side thereof and having an upper 
surface adapted to support the low portion of the end of 
the said partition. 

3. In a merchandising counter having an inner hori 
Zontal inner shoulder located on the upper portions there 
of, the combination comprising enclosing walls, means 
for removably securing a plurality of the said enclosing 
walls upon the upper portion of the said counter, par 
titions, means for removably securing the said partitions 
within the said enclosing walls and adjacent thereto and 
means for securing the ends of some of the partitions in 
the vicinity of the sides of other of said partitions, a plu 
rality of vertically spaced horizontal panels each having a 
series of cross-shaped apertures arranged in a number 
of rows and columns, the said apertures on each of said 
panels being in vertical alignment with said apertures on 
the other of said panels, all of said means being received 
within predetermined ones of said apertures, the lower 
of said panels being supported upon the inner horizontal 
shoulder, the said means for securing the ends of some 
of the said partitions in the vicinity of the sides of other 
of the said partitions comprising at least one clip com 
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posed of sheet metal and having two vertical side was 
and a back portion adapted to removably secure one end 
of the first mentioned partitions in the vicinity of the 
sides of other of the said partitions, the said side walls 
terminating in two arcuate bends adapted for support 
upon the edges of the upper of the said horizontal panels 
Surrounding one portion of one of the said cross-shaped 
apertures, the latter said portion being one leg of the said 
aperture, the said clip also having a rectangular cross 
sectional shape of a size suitable for being removably se 
cured within the said portion of the said aperture as well 
as the corresponding portion of the aperture aligned with 
the first mentioned aperture and located in the lower of 
the said horizontal panels. 
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