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This invention relates to detachable handle 
means for pry-top cans and like receptacles, and 
the primary object of the invention is to provide 
a device of this kind which is self-adjusting to 
different sizes of cans. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide an efficient and easily used device of 
the above indicated character which is composed 
of only three component parts, which are capable 
of being manufactured in adequate form at rela 
tively low cost, and which when assembled to 
gether form a Self-contained unit. 
Other important objects and advantageous 

features of the invention will be apparent from 
the following description and accompanying 
drawings, wherein, for purposes of illustration 
only, a specific embodiment is set forth in de 
tail. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly broken away, 

showing the device applied to a can. 
Figure 2 is a front elevation of the device. 
Figure 3 is a vertical central section taken 

therethrough. 
Figure 4 is a horizontal section taken on the 

line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
Figure 5 is a front elevation of the upper sec 

tion of the device. 
Figure 6 is a front elevation of the lower Sec 

tion. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, the nu 

meral generally designates the improved can 
handle illustrated, composed of the upper section 
A, the lower section B, and the actuating spring C. 
The upper Section. A comprises a generally in 

verted L-shaped metal form including the flat 
vertical part or plate 8, having parallel side edge 
portions 9, 9 having channel flanges 9, there 
on extending on the forward side of the plate 8. 
Below the edge portions 9, 9 the side edges of the 
plate 8 have downwardly converging portions 

, , and the lower end of the plate 8 has on 
its forward side a transverse flange 2, provided 
Centrally with an upstanding spring end anchor 
ing boss f4. As shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5, the 
plate 8 is pressed or formed to provide a vertical 
ly extending hollow 5, extending downwardly 
from a point spaced from the upper end of the 
plate 8 to a point Spaced upwardly from the low 
er ends of the channel flanges , 3. The side 
edge portions 9, 9 are provided above the fianges 
0, 0 with finger notches S8 by means of which 

the device may be more conveniently held in the 
hand, especially in applying and removing the 
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device from a can, such as that generally desig 
nated 7. 
The can T illustrated has a depressed top 8 

and a raised bottom 9, defining rim flanges 20 
and 2, respectively, and is the type of container 
with which the herein disclosed device is more 
generally useful. 

For engaging over the top of the can T the 
upper handle Section. A has a horizontal part or 
forwardly projecting arm. 22, on the upper end 
of the plate 8, which includes the plate-like por 
tion 23, extending at right angles to the plate 8, 
and the upWardly and laterally outwardly curv 
ing Side portions 24, 24 which are slightly for 
Wardly inclined, and provide a convex underside 
on the arm 22, as indicated at 26. The con 
Vexity 26 at the forward end of the arm 22 en 
ables the arm 22 to cam itself into place over the 
rim fange 2 on the can top when the device 
is applied to the can 7. 
A rearwardly declining rib 27, extending rear 

Wardly On the underside of the foot 22 from the 
rearward terminal of the convexity 26 terminates 
in a transversely elongated rim flange engaging 
lug 28 Spaced forwardly from the plate 8, as 
shown in Figures 1 and 3. 
The lower handle section B consists of a gen 

erally L-shaped form comprising a horizontal 
part or right angular arm 29 in the form of a 
rectangular plate, having two side-by-side recesses 
30, 30 formed in its underside, and provided near 
its rearward end with an upstanding, transversely 
elongated can rim flange engaging lug. 3, sub 
Stantially vertically aligned with the lug 28 on 
the upper arm. 22. 
The rear end of the arm 29 merges into the 

lower end of a vertically elongated part or plate 
32 having parallel side edges 33, 33 which are 
Slidably confined in the channel flanges O of 
the upper section A. The plate 32 is forwardly 
deflected along its middle to provide the hollow 
34, which opposes the hollow 5 in the upper sec 
tion. A to provide a substantially cylindrical verti 
cally extending chamber for the actuating spring 
C. The upper end of the plate 32 has a rear 
Wardly projecting portion 35 provided on its 
underside with a spring end anchoring boss 36, 
Vertically aligned with the spring anchoring boss 
4 on the upper section A. The plate 32 is pro 
vided intermediate its ends with a vertically 
elongated access opening 37, through which the 
Spring C, which is of the helical expanding type, 
can be inserted and removed to assemble and 
disassemble the three components A, B and C. 
To assemble the components of the device, the 
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lower section B is slidably engaged with the upper 
section. A by passing the plate 32 upwardly in 
the channel flanges fo, whereupon the Spring C 
is passed through the access opening 37 and 
permitted to expand so that its upper end Seats 
on the boss 36 and its lower end Seats on the 
boss 4. The spring C is of such length and 
tension that when so released in place in the 
cylindrical chamber provided for it, the upper 
and lower sections A and B will be strongly but 0. 

yieldably urged toward each other, so that when 
the lower arm 29 is placed under a can and 
the convexity 26 of the upper foot 22 applied 
against the upper rim flange 20, with the fingers 
of the hand grasping the device at the notches 
6, a forward push of the device will cause the 

lower arm lug 3 f to engage behind the lower 
can rim flange 2, and further cause the upper 
arm rib 27, to move forwardly on the upper can 
rim 20, and elevate the upper section. A relative 
to the lower section B against the resistance of 
the spring C, until the lug 28 drops into place 
over the rim flange 29 onto the top 8 of the can, 
whereupon the device will be operatively con 
nected to the can 7 to act as a handle therefor, 
the spring C acting to hold the lugs 28 and 3 in 
place. - 

To remove the handle T from the can f7, Suffi 
cient upward pressure is exerted at the finger 
notches 6, 6 to raise the arm 22 above and rear 
wardly over the upper can rimflange 20, where 
upon the lower arm 29 may be withdrawn from 
the can. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A detachable handle for a can whose top and 

bottom have rim flanges, said handle compris 
ing an upper section having a lateral arm to en 
gage over the can top, a lower Section having a 
lateral arm to engage under the can bottom, con 
necting means slidably interconnecting said up 
per and lower sections for vertical movement 
relative to each other, and expanding spring 
means compressed between portions of Said upper 

4 
and lower sections and normally urging said 
arms toward each other So as to press against the 
top and bottom of the can, the lateral arm. On 
the lower section being right angular with respect 
thereto and substantially planar, and the lateral 
arm on the upper section being formed in its 
underside with a forwardly inclined portion to 
act as a cam for elevating said upper Section rela 
tive to said lower section against the resistance 
of said spring means to facilitate placement of 
the upper arm on the can top. 

2. A detachable handle for a can whose top 
and bottom have rim flanges, Said handle coln 
prising a lower section including a vertical part 
and a horizontal part projecting from the lower 
end of said vertical part to engage the bottom 
rim flange and bottom adjacent to the latter, an 
upper section Superimposed upon said lower Sec 
tion and including a vertical part and a hori 
zontal part projecting from the upper end of Said 
vertical part to engage the top rim fange and top 
adjacent to the latter, the vertical parts being 
arranged in face-to-face relationship and 
mounted for sliding movement relative to each 
other, expanding Spring means interposed be 
tween the facing Vertical parts and connected to 
the adjacent ends of Said parts for normally 
urging the horizontal parts toward each other, 
and means depending from the horizontal part 
of Said upper Section and engageable with the 
can top for elevating Said upper section relative 
to said lower Section against resistance of said 
Spring means. 
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