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2o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE E. ADAMS, of
New Britain, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented. certain
new and usefnl Improvements in Suspenders;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and oxact description of the same,
refergnee being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
and tothe letters of reférence marked thereon.

This invention has for its object, particu-
larly, to provide an improved umion for the
rear ends of the straps and rear suspender
ends, which shall be cheap, strong, flexible,
perfectly ventilated, simple in construction,
and.not liable to break or to wear the web at
all, in use, thereby greatly lengthening the
life of the articles, as well as making them
more comfortable to the wearer.

Referring to the accompanying drawings:
Figures 1 and 2 are front and rear elevations
of the preferred form of device, the shoulder
straps and some portions of the metal, being
broken away. - Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are elevations
showing different shapes of wire frame.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts in all the figures.

" In carrying out this invention practically,
a wire frame is provided having two sub-
stantially straight relatively long bearing sur-
faces as at g, united at the top and prefer-
ably formed by bending the wire at the cen-
ter point D, and extending the straight por-
tions down and outwardly, the degree of di-
vergence being optional, however, and may
be anything from the substantially parallel
lines of Fig. 4 to the extremely diverging
lines of Figs. 1 and 2. At the lower ends of
the straight bearing portions a, shoulders ¢
are formed, preferably, by bending the ends
of the wire inward, said ends being then
curved in any appropriate and desired man-
ner, for instance, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2
where simple reverse curved portions f are
formed, or as shown in Fig. 3 where goose-
neck curves g are formed to give a greater de-
gree of elasticity than would otherwise be se-
cured. Asthe wiresapproach,theyare again
straightened and formed into straight hori-
zontal bearing portions #, for the reception
of the central cylindrical portion %, of the
clasp H, connected to the upper part of the

suspender ends I in the usual manner. At
the center of the eylindrical portion 7 of the
clasp H, a portion is cut out and the ends of
the wire frame are given anupward bend at %,
in this cut out portion, thus forming acheap
and effective connection for the ends of the
wire frame. The long substantially straight
bearing portions ¢ are intended for the re-
ception of sheet metal clasps M, one on each
side, and each adapted to be formally at-
tached to one of the shoulder straps.

I prefer to employ simple sheet metal
clasps, bent along their longitudinal centers
around the wire, and having toothed . edges,
in between which the ends of the straps are
clasped and held as shown clearly in Fig. 2.

In practice, the wire frame may be bent up
into shape, and then the clasps, all of which
are bent at the center to form bearings, are
slipped on, and fastened to the web in the
usnal manner. v

‘When constructed as deseribed, it will be
seen that there are no heavy metal parts to
make the device cumbersome or hot and un-
comfortable, but on the contrary the venti-
lation of the device is perfect and the move-
ments of the wearer are compensated for by
the hinging of the clasps on the wire frame
both at the bottom and at each side. No part
of the web or fabric is exposed to wear from
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the movements of the parts of the suspenders

upon each other, and hence the life of the
suspenders is greatly lengthened.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

In suspenders, the combination with the
shoulder straps and suspender ends, of the

union between the same formed by the wire

bent to form the long straight bearings at the
sides, the ends of the wire being bent hori-
zontally toward each other and upset at the
bottom, the long sheet metal clasps passing
around the side bearings and embracing the
shoulder straps, and the clip passing around
the ends of the wire to secure them together
and embracing the suspender ends; substan-
tially as desecribed.

- GEORGE E. ADAMS,

Witnesses: .
ALEX, 8. STEUART,
THOMAS DURANT.
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