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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN B. JoHNSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bell 
ingham, in the county of Whatcom and 
State of Washington, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Swingle 
tree-Hooks, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to whifle tree 

hooks, and is designed to provide a simple 
inexpensive device of this class which will 
be positive and reliable in its operation, and 
which further will operate directly from the 
seat of the vehicle. 

It contemplates in its construction a 
means whereby the trace may be entirely re 
leased from the rigid or stationary member 
due to the formation of the rotatable mem 
ber. 
With the above and other objects in view 

this invention consists in the construction, 
combination, and arrangement of parts all 
as hereinafter more fully described, spe 
cifically claimed, and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings wherein 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a whiffle 
tree hook constructed in accordance with 
this invention, showing the device in the act 
of releasing the trace or tug; Fig. 2 is a lon 
gitudinal sectional view, the parts being 
locked, and Fig. 3 is an end elevation with 
the washer or cap removed, showing the 
parts of the device broken away. 
Throughout the following detail descrip 

tion and on the Several figures of the draw 
ings similar parts are referred to by like ref 
erence characters. 

Reference being had more particularly to 
the drawings 1 indicates the ferrule pro 
vided with the opening 2 adapted to receive 
the extremity of the whifle-tree. A rigid 
sationary hook 3 is formed integrally with 
the ferrule 1 and is so constructed that the 
Outer extremity 7 thereof extends in a direc 
tion parallel to that occupied by the whiffle 
tree. The outer terminal of the ferrule 1 
has a shoulder 4 upon which is loosely 
mounted the rotatable ferrule 5 having 
formed thereon the locking member or arm 
6, said locking member when in its operative 
position receiving in the recess S at its up 
per extremity the outer terminal of the hook 
3, thus preventing any displacement of the 
Same. The shoulder 4 is reduced at its outer 
extremity to form a housing for the spring 
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Said ferrule 1, and is provided with a longi 
tudinal slot 10 in which one extremity of 
the Spring 9 is retained. The opposite ter 
minal of the spring 9 is secured in one of a 
Series of notches 11 formed on the outer side 
of the rotatable ferrule 5, a plurality of said 
notches being provided in order that the ten 
Sion of the Spring may be regulated. 
A bore 12 extends through the entire de 

vice and forms a means whereby the bolt 13 
bearing against the Washer 14 secures the 
entire device firmly to the extremity of the 
whiffle-tree. This bolt and washer retains 
the Spring in its operative position and as 
a result prevents any displacement of the 
hook as has heretofore been experienced in 
devices of this character. 
A spiral can 15 is formed on the rotatable 

ferrule 5 adjacent the locking arm 6 and is 
So located that upon rotating the ferrule 5 
the former engages the trace and due to its 
construction forces the same from engage 
ment with the hook 3. This construction 
makes it possible to connect the arm 6 to the 
dashboard of the vehicle by a chain or other 
suitable member passing through the open 
ing or Orifice 16 in the arm 6, thus enabling 
the driver to rotate the ferrule 5 and as a 
result release the trace. This advantage is 
greatly to be desired in the case of a run 
away horse, promoting the Safety of the oc 
cupants of the vehicle and increasing the 
durability of hooks of this character. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by 
United States Letters Patent is: 

1. In a whiffle-tree hook, the combination 
With a rigid stationary ferrule adapted to 
receive the extremity of the whiffle-tree, 
an i-shaped hook formed on said ferrule, 
a rotatable ferrule mounted on the outer ex 
tremity of said stationally ferrule, having a 
locking member formed thereon adapted to 
be in constant engagement with said - 
shaped hook, and means comprising a spiral 
cam formed on said rotatable ferrule for re 
leasing the trace or tug upon the partial 
rotation of said rotatable ferrule, and means 
whereby the entire device may be removably 
secured to the whiffle-tree. 

2. In a whifle-tree hook of the class de 
Scribed, the combination with a stationary 
ferrule having formed thereon an L-shaped 
hook, and a shoulder at its outer terminal, 
a ferrule rotatably mounted on said shoulder 

9 between the rotatable ferrule 5 and the having a spring housed therebetween a lock 
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ing member or bar formed on said ferrule 
adapted to be retained by said spring in 
constant engagement with said -shaped 
hook, a spiral cam adjacent Said locking 
member adapted to entirely release the tug 
or trace from said -shaped hook upon the 
partial rotation of the rotatable ferrule, and 
means comprising a bolt extending through 
the entire device for retaining the spring in 
its operative position and removably secur 
ing the entire device to the Whiffle-tree. 

3. In a whifle-tree hook of the class de 
scribed, the combination with a stationary 
rigid ferrule having formed thereon an - 
shaped hook, and having its Outer extremity 
reduced to form a pair of shoulders, the 
outer of said reduced portions having a 
longitudinally extending slot therein, a 
rotatable fel rule mounted on the larger of 
said reduced portions having formed there 
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On a locking bar adapted to be held in coll 
stant engagement with said il-shaped hook 
by a spring housed on said slotted reduced 
portion, one extremity of said spring being 
secured in said slot while the other is re- : 
tained at the outer extremity of said rota 
table ferrule, and means whereby the trace 
or tug may be released entirely from said 
L-shaped hook on the partial rotation of 
Said rotatable ferrule, and means compris 
ing a bolt extending through the entire de 
vice for removably securing the same to the 
whiffle-tree. - 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN B. JOHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

CYRUS REED, 
FRANR LOPAS. 
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