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57 ABSTRACT 

The invention is typically embodied in a disposable 
paper cup. The paper cup is provided with flaps that 
fold outwardly from the sides of the cup. The insides of 
the flaps (that is, the sides hidden from view before 
folded outwardly) are provided with suitable designs of 
fanciful facial features. The flaps cooperate with fanci 
ful facial features printed on the bottom of the cup to 
constitute a suitable mask or caricature that can be 
held to the user's face. Since the caricature compo 
nents of the mask are normally concealed, the second 
ary mask use of the cup has a surprise element. Since 
the flaps are normally in place along the sides of the 
cup, the cups are nestable notwithstanding the second 
ary function. 

20 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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NOVELTY PARTY CUP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of Invention 
This invention relates to party favors and particularly 

to paper or plastic cups designed to serve an auxiliary 
game or amusement function. 

2. Discussion of the Prior Art 
Paper goods designed to serve a secondary amuse 

ment or novelty purpose are known. For example, U.S. 
Letters Pat. No. 2,000,242 to Manning discloses paper 
bags and containers that serve secondary functions as 
masks. U.S. Letters Pat. No. 2,294,539 to Chaffin dis 
closes a liquid container that has a secondary function 
as a megaphone. It is notoriously common to provide 
party favors decorated in the form suitable to the occa 
sion; for example, a Thanksgiving nut cup may have ad 
ditional components to simulate the head and the tail 
of a turkey. It is also notoriously common to print 
paper cups in various characteristic holiday motifs. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide a 

party cup, such as a nut cup or drinking cup, that has 
a normally concealed game or amusement feature; ac 
cordingly, when the contents of the cup are consumed 
or disposed of, the cups can be used as masks or carica 
tures for purposes of pre-planned or spontaneous 
games or for general hilarity. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In order to achieve the foregoing object, I provide a 

paper cup provided with one or more flaps that nor 
mally fall flat against the sides of the cup and I normally 
provide a decorative component on the bottom of the 
cup. Only when folded outwardly away from the sides 
of the cup do the flaps form part of a mask or carica 
ture that can be held to the user's face. When so held, 
the body of the cup serves to simulate a muzzle or nose 
of an animal or person. The flaps may function to simu 
late eyes, ears, mouths, lips, chins, or other facial com 
ponents suitable to complete the mask or caricature. 
The flaps can be formed in a number of ways: In one 

form of the invention, the flaps are formed as die cut 
components in a second separate ply surrounding the 
inner working ply of the cup. In another form of the in 
vention, the second ply is formed as part of a unitary 
strip twice convoluted. In still another form of the in 
vention, the flaps are appended to a ring surrounding 
and attached to the top of the cup. In still another form 
of the invention, the flaps are individually secured to 
the sides of the cup. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A detailed description of the invention will be made 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. These 
drawings, unless described as diagrammatic or unless 
otherwise indicated, are to scale. 
FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of a paper drinking cup in 

corporating the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a pictorial view of the cup shown in FIG. 1 

but with the flaps folded outwardly. 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the cup shown 

in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a modified 

form of the present invention in which the second sur 
rounding cupply, on which the flaps are formed, is an 
extension of the inner working ply. 
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2 
FIG. 5 is a pictorial view illustrating a second modi 

fied form of the present invention in which the flaps are 
attached to a ring encircling the top of the cup. 
FIG. 6 is a third modified form of the present inven 

tion in which the tabs are formed by individual compo 
nents adhering to the sides of the cup. 
FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 are further examples showing how 

various designs may be incorporated in the cup in such 
manner that they are normally concealed or semi 
concealed within the framework of an exterior design 
until the tabs are folded outwardly. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT 

The following detailed description is of the best pres 
ently contemplated modes of carrying out the inven 
tion. This description is not to be taken in a limiting 
sense but is made merely for the purpose of illustrating 
the general principles of the invention since the scope 
of the invention is best defined by the appended claims. 
Structural and operational characteristics attributed to 
forms of the invention first described shall also be at 
tributed to forms later described, unless such charac 
teristics are obviously inapplicable or unless specific 
exception is made. 

In FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there is illustrated a cup 10 that, 
in this instance, is of nestable frusto-conical form. The 
cup 10 is made of paper, or plastic, or other suitable 
material. The cup presents a substantially conventional 
appearance when it is placed upright upon a table. In 
the present form, the cup sides are plainly decorated 
and, except for die cut edges 12 on the sides of the cup, 
has an entirely conventional appearance. In normal 
use, the cup 10 is filled and/or refilled in a conventional 
manner. The cup may be used to hold items other than 
drinks, as for example, nuts or items other than food or 
drinks. The normal use contemplated, however, is that 
one cup be provided for each person at a party table. 
When the first primary use of the cup has been com 

pleted and its contents emptied, one or more flaps 14 
may be folded upwardly and outwardly from the side of 
the cup. The base of the flaps may be scored to facili 
tate bending and to define the axis or axes of folding. 
The inside or normally concealed side of the flaps 14 
are printed in order to form one face element of a cari 
cature. In the present instance, the flap 14 is shaped 
and printed to comprise simulated eyeglass-rimmed 
eyes. The underside of the base of the cup is printed to 
form another element of the caricature, in this in 
stance, a canine mouth and nose. Accordingly, a play 
ful mask can be held in position with the body of the 
cup generally aligned with the wearer's mouth and nose 
to mask the user's corresponding features. 
A set of cups each presenting a different caricature 

can be packaged together for distribution at a party 
table together with complementary party material such 
as script outlines or suggestions for group participation. 
The cup 10 comprises three structural elements: an 

inner frusto-conical ply 16 (FIG. 3), and an outer frus 
to-conical ply 18, and finally, a generally cylindrical 
cup base 20. The inner ply 16 at the bottom edge is 
wrapped around the periphery of the cup base in a con 
ventional manner; its top is rolled over to form a suit 
able rim 22. The outer ply simply overlaps the inner ply 
and is secured by adhering its ends together. The outer 
ply 18 fits just beneath the rim 22 and in this instance 
extends all the way to the bottom of the cup. The inner 
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ply 16 together with the cup base 20 serve to provide 
liquid container. Since the inner ply is reinforced by the 
outer ply, the thickness of the inner ply may be re 
duced. 

In the form illustrated in FIG. 4, the cup is made in 
a manner similar to that shown in FIGS. 1-3 except that 
the inner and outer plies are formed as adjoining seg 
ments of a unitary strip of material 30. The strip 30 is 
twice convoluted so that the flaps do not impair the liq 
uid containing functions. 

If the base or proximal end of the flap falls along a 
curve, as it will in the forms shown in FIGS. 1-3 and in 
FIG. 4, then the natural curvature of the flap will create 
a bending moment of inertia whereby the flap tends to 
resist outward folding. This assists in keeping the flap 
in place during normal or primary use of the cup. To 
bend the flap outwardly, a slight flexure of the sidewalls 
of the cup may be required. By judicious location of 

10 

15 

score lines or fold axes, the bendable characteristics of 20 
the flaps can be largely predetermined. 
In the form of the invention illustrated in FIG. 5, the 

flap 14 is attached to a supporting ring 40. The ring is 
attached to the cup just beneath the rim 42. The ends 
of the ring 40 may be joined by having their ends over 
lapped and adhered as at 44. In this instance, the outer 
ply supporting the flaps have a minimum axial length; 
in each of the forms previously described, the outer ply 
has a maximum axial length. 

In the form illustrated in FIG. 6, flaps 50, 52 and 54 
each have base tab components 56, 58 and 60 that are 
directly attached to the sides of the cup. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a design that may be incorporated 

in the cup made in accordance with any one of the four 
forms of the invention. In the present instance, how 
ever, the giraffe-like figure is formed by the structure 
of FIG. 4. FIG. 8 illustrates an alternate fanciful carica 
ture comprising individual flap elements and made in 
accordance with the disclosure of FIG. 6. FIG. 9 illus 
trates a cup that carries an exterior design in which eye 
and nostril portions of an aligator are semi-concealed. 
Other designs can be worked into the cup periphery to 
subtly be worked into the mask design. Intending to 
claim all novel, useful and unobvious features shown or 
described, the applicant: 

I claim: 
1. In a novelty party cup or the like: 
a. a base adapted to rest upon a table or the like; 
b. sidewalls attached to or extended upwardly from 

said base to form with said base, a container for liq 
uids or non-liquids; 

c. one or more flaps attached to the said sidewalls 
and oriented normally to fall in face-to-face con 
tact with said sidewalls, said flaps being foldable, as 
by digital manipulation, to an outward position to 
project laterally from said sidewalls; 

d. said flaps having inner surfaces normally con 
cealed when said flaps lie in face-to-face contact 
with said sidewalls; 

e. said flaps having a configuration to simulate, as in 
caricature, certain facial features with the body of 
the cup forming a muzzle, nose or other feature of 
the caricatured animal or person. 

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the said inner surfaces of said flaps are printed to form 
an element of caricature. 
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4. 
3. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 

the bottom of said base is printed to form an element 
of caricature. 

4. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the bottom of said base and the inner surfaces of said 
flaps are printed to form companion elements of cari 
cature. 

5. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
of said sidewalls of said cup. 

6. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
of said sidewalls of said cup, said outer ply being a uni 
tary extension of the inner ply and extended around the 
inner ply. 

7. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
of said sidewalls of said cup, said outer ply reinforcing 
said inner ply. 

8. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said sidewalls are frusto-conically or otherwise tapered 
to provide nestable characteristics to said cup. 

9. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said flaps each have tabs attached to the said sidewalls 
of said cup. 

10. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said sidewalls of said cup are curved and said flaps are 
correspondingly curved whereby the imparted curva 
ture provides an increased bending moment of inertia 
for imposing a bias tending to keep said flaps against 
said sidewalls of said cup. - 

11. In a novelty party cup or the like: 
a. a base adapted to rest upon a table or the like; 
b. sidewalls attached to or extended upwardly from 
said base to form with said base, a container for liq 
uids or non-liquids; 

c. one or more flaps attached to the said sidewalls 
and oriented normally to fall in face-to-face con 
tact with said sidewalls, said flaps being foldable, as 
by digital manipulation, to an outward position to 
project laterally from said sidewalls; 

d. said flaps having inner surfaces normally con 
cealed when said flaps lie in face-to-face contact 
with said sidewalls; 

e. the said inner surfaces of said flaps being printed 
to simulate, as in caricature, certain facial features 
with the cup forming a muzzle, nose or other fea 
ture of the caricatured animal or person. 

12. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
said flaps have a configuration to form an element of 
caricature. 

13. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
the bottom of said base is printed to form an element 
of caricature. 

14. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
the bottom of said base is printed and said flaps have 
a configuration to form an element of caricature. 

15. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
of said sidewalls of said cup. 

16. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
of said sidewalls of said cup, said outer ply being a uni 
tary extension of the inner ply and extended around the 
inner ply. 

17. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said flaps are formed by die cut portions in an outer ply 
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of said sidewalls of said cup, said outer ply reinforcing 
said inner ply. 

18. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
said sidewalls are frusto-conically or otherwise tapered 
to provide nestable characteristics to said cup. 

19. The combination as set forth in claim 11 in which 
said flaps each have tabs attached to the said sidewalls 
of said cup. 
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20. The combination as set forth in claim in which 

said sidewalls of said cup are curved and said flaps are 
correspondingly curved whereby the imparted curva 
ture provides an increased bending moment of inertia 
for imposing a bias tending to keep said flaps against 
said sidewalls of said cup. 
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