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(57) Abstract: A refrigerator according to one
embodiment of the present invention is provided
with: a storage container provided with an open-
ing; a duct through which cold air generated by a
cooler is directly introduced into the storage con-
tainer and to the outer periphery of the storage
container; a first flow passage which is provided
in the duct and through which cold air is intro-
duced into the outer periphery of the storage con-
tainer; a second flow passage which is provided
in the duct and through which cold air is intro-
duced into the opening of the storage container;
and a flow passage switching means for switching
between the first flow passage and the second

flow passage.
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(1) While claim 4 includes “the rear wall”, there is no mention of
the word “rear wall” prior thereto. Accordingly, it is unclear the rear
wall of what member is being meant to by “the rear wall” in claim 4.

The determination as to novelty and inventive step is made on the
assumption that “the rear wall” of claim 4 refers to a “rear wall” of
the “storage container”.

(2) While claim 8 includes “the bottom plate”, there is no mention
of the word “bottom plate” prior thereto when claim 8 does not reference
claim 7. Accordingly, it is unclear the bottom plate of what member is
being meant by “the bottom plate” of claim 8.

Meanwhile, judgment for novelty and inventiveness has been made on
the assumption that claim 8 refers to claim 7.
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