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(57) ABSTRACT

A driving assistance device includes a storage device storing
a program and a hardware processor connected to the
storage device. The hardware processor reads and executes
the program stored in the storage device to recognize a risky
physical object located near a mobile object on the basis of
an output of a physical object detection device, cause at least
one speaker to output a notification sound on the basis of a
position of the risky physical object, and when the notifi-
cation sound is output, cause the at least one speaker to
output a first notification sound if the risky physical object
is located in a first region including a region in front of the
mobile object and cause the at least one speaker to output a
second notification sound if the risky physical object is
located in a second region including a region behind the
mobile object. The first notification sound is a sound having
a pitch different from that of the second notification sound.
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 8
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1
DRIVING ASSISTANCE DEVICE AND
DRIVING ASSISTANCE METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Application No.
2021-189633, filed Nov. 22, 2021, the content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a driving assistance
device and a driving assistance method.

Description of Related Art

In the related art, technologies for allowing a driver (an
occupant) to be aware of an attention target located near a
mobile object by sound are known. Among the technologies,
there is technology for generating sounds at a position and
in a direction where attention is aroused through sound
image localization (Japanese Patent No. 6587776).

SUMMARY

However, sound image localization in the cabin of a
mobile object may not be ideally effective. For example, in
the case of a vehicle, a sound generated near rear seats of the
vehicle is reflected by a front windshield and a driver may
feel as if the sound were coming from the front. As described
above, in the related art, it may be difficult for an occupant
to intuitively recognize a position or direction of a risky
physical object located near the mobile object.

The present invention has been made in consideration of
such circumstances and an objective of the present invention
is to provide a driving assistance device and a driving
assistance method capable of allowing an occupant to intui-
tively recognize a position or direction of a risky physical
object located near a mobile object.

A driving assistance device and a driving assistance
method according to the present invention adopt the follow-
ing configurations.

(1): According to an aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a driving assistance device including: a storage
device storing a program; and a hardware processor con-
nected to the storage device, wherein the hardware processor
reads and executes the program stored in the storage device
to: recognize a risky physical object located near a mobile
object on the basis of an output of a physical object detection
device, cause at least one speaker to output a notification
sound on the basis of a position of the risky physical object,
and when the notification sound is output, cause the at least
one speaker to output a first notification sound if the risky
physical object is located in a first region including a region
in front of the mobile object and cause the at least one
speaker to output a second notification sound if the risky
physical object is located in a second region including a
region behind the mobile object, and wherein the first
notification sound is a sound having a pitch different from
that of the second notification sound.

(2): In the above-described aspect (1), the first notification
sound is a sound higher than the second notification sound.

(3): In the above-described aspect (1), the first notification
sound includes a first fundamental sound and a first addi-
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2

tional sound that is an integer-order harmonic overtone
having an integer multiple of a frequency of the first
fundamental sound.

(4): In the above-described aspect (1), the second notifi-
cation sound includes a second fundamental sound and a
second additional sound having a frequency different from a
frequency that is 1/n (n is a natural number) times a
frequency of the second fundamental sound.

(5): According to another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a driving assistance device including: a
storage device storing a program; and a hardware processor
connected to the storage device, wherein the hardware
processor reads and executes the program stored in the
storage device to: recognize a risky physical object located
near a mobile object on the basis of an output of a physical
object detection device, cause at least one speaker to output
a notification sound on the basis of a position of the risky
physical object, and when the notification sound is output,
cause the at least one speaker to output a first notification
sound if the risky physical object is located in a first region
including a region in front of the mobile object and cause the
at least one speaker to output a second notification sound if
the risky physical object is located in a second region
including a region behind the mobile object, and wherein
one of the first notification sound and the second notification
sound is a sound including a fundamental sound A and an
integer-order harmonic overtone having an integer multiple
of a frequency of the fundamental sound A and the other of
the first notification sound and the second notification sound
is a sound including a fundamental sound B and an addi-
tional sound having a frequency different from a frequency
that is 1/n (n is a natural number) times a frequency of the
fundamental sound B.

(6): In the above-described aspect (5), the first notification
sound includes a first fundamental sound and a first addi-
tional sound that is an integer-order harmonic overtone
having an integer multiple of a frequency of the first
fundamental sound.

(7): In the above-described aspect (3) or (6), the hardware
processor changes a mode of the first additional sound on the
basis of a position of the risky physical object within the first
region when the risky physical object is located in the first
region.

(8): In the above-described aspect (7), the hardware
processor increases the number of types of frequencies of
the first additional sound as a direction of the risky physical
object viewed from the mobile object is close to a traveling
direction of the mobile object when the risky physical object
is located in the first region.

(9): In the above-described aspect (7), the hardware
processor increases the number of types of frequencies of
the first additional sound when the risky physical object is
located in a first center region located in a center portion of
the first region in a width direction of the mobile object as
compared with when the risky physical object is in one of a
first left side region and a first right side region located at
both left and right sides of the first center region of the first
region.

(10): In the above-described aspect (5), the second noti-
fication sound includes a second fundamental sound and a
second additional sound having a frequency different from a
frequency that is 1/n (n is a natural number) times a
frequency of the second fundamental sound.

(11): In the above-described aspect (4) or (10), the hard-
ware processor changes a mode of the second additional
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sound on the basis of a position of the risky physical object
within the second region when the risky physical object is
located in the second region.

(12): In the above-described aspect (11), the hardware
processor raises a volume of the second additional sound as
a direction of the risky physical object viewed from the
mobile object is close to a direction opposite to a traveling
direction of the mobile object when the risky physical object
is located in the second region.

(13): In the above-described aspect (11), the hardware
processor raises a volume of the second additional sound
when the risky physical object is located in a second center
region located in a center portion of the second region in a
width direction of the mobile object as compared with when
the risky physical object is in one of a second left side region
and a second right side region located at both left and right
sides of the second center region of the second region.

(14): In the above-described aspect (1) or (5), the hard-
ware processor decreases a tempo of the first additional
sound as a direction of the risky physical object viewed from
the mobile object is close to a traveling direction of the
mobile object when the risky physical object is located in the
first region.

(15): In the above-described aspect (1) or (5), the hard-
ware processor increases a tempo of the second additional
sound as a direction of the risky physical object viewed from
the mobile object is close to a direction opposite to a
traveling direction of the mobile object when the risky
physical object is located in the second region.

(16): In the above-described aspect (1) or (5), the hard-
ware processor increases a tempo of the first notification
sound or the second additional sound as a distance between
the mobile object and the risky physical object decreases.

(17): In the above-described aspect (1) or (5), the at least
one speaker includes a plurality of speakers, and the hard-
ware processor decides on a position where a sound image
of the first notification sound is localized on the basis of a
position of the risky physical object within the first region
when the risky physical object is located in the first region
and decides on a position where a sound image of the second
notification sound is localized on the basis of a position of
the risky physical object within the second region when the
risky physical object is located in the second region.

(18): According to yet another aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a driving assistance method,
which is executed by a computer mounted in a mobile
object, the driving assistance method including: recognizing
a risky physical object located near the mobile object on the
basis of an output of a physical object detection device; and
causing at least one speaker to output a notification sound on
the basis of a position of the risky physical object, wherein,
when the notification sound is output, the computer causes
the at least one speaker to output a first notification sound if
the risky physical object is located in a first region including
a region in front of the mobile object and causes the at least
one speaker to output a second notification sound if the risky
physical object is located in a second region including a
region behind the mobile object, and wherein the first
notification sound is a sound having a pitch different from
that of the second notification sound.

(19): According to yet another aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a driving assistance method,
which is executed by a computer mounted in a mobile
object, the driving assistance method including: recognizing
a risky physical object located near the mobile object on the
basis of an output of a physical object detection device; and
causing at least one speaker to output a notification sound on
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the basis of a position of the risky physical object, wherein,
when the notification sound is output, the computer causes
the at least one speaker to output a first notification sound if
the risky physical object is located in a first region including
aregion in front of the mobile object and causes the at least
one speaker to output a second notification sound if the risky
physical object is located in a second region including a
region behind the mobile object, and wherein one of the first
notification sound and the second notification sound is a
sound including a fundamental sound A and an integer-order
harmonic overtone having an integer multiple of a frequency
of the fundamental sound A and the other of the first
notification sound and the second notification sound is a
sound including a fundamental sound B and an additional
sound having a frequency different from a frequency that is
1/n (n is a natural number) times a frequency of the
fundamental sound B.

According to the above-described aspects (1) to (20), it is
possible to allow an occupant to intuitively recognize a
position or direction of a risky physical object located near
a mobile object.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing equipment mounted in a
vehicle M based on a driving assistance device according to
a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of a speaker unit.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a hardware
configuration of a speaker unit.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing another example of the
hardware configuration of the speaker unit.

FIG. 5 is a diagram for describing a first region and a
second region.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the meaning of the fact that
a first notification sound is higher than a second notification
sound.

FIG. 7 is a diagram for describing configurations of a first
notification sound and a second notification sound.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for describing an example in which
the number of types of frequencies of a first additional sound
increases.

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing an example in which a
volume of a second additional sound increases.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing definitions of parameters in
the embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a diagram for describing an example in which
the tempo of the notification sound is changed.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of volume
control corresponding to a distance.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an example of a flow of
a process executed by a driving assistance device.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing equipment mounted in a
vehicle based on a driving assistance device according to a
third embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing equipment mounted in a
two-wheeled vehicle based on a driving assistance device
according to a fourth embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of a driving assistance device
and a driving assistance method of the present invention will
be described with reference to the drawings. The driving
assistance device is a device that supports driving of a
mobile object. The mobile object includes vehicles such as
three- or four-wheeled vehicles, two-wheeled vehicles,
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micromobility, and the like, and may include any mobile
object into or on which a person (a driver) gets. In first to
third embodiments to be described below, the mobile object
is assumed to be a four-wheeled vehicle and the vehicle
equipped with the driving assistance device is referred to as
a vehicle M. Also, in a fourth embodiment, the mobile object
is assumed to be a two-wheeled vehicle.

[Configuration]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing equipment mounted in the
vehicle M based on a driving assistance device 100. The
vehicle M may be any one of an automobile powered by an
internal combustion engine such as a diesel engine or a
gasoline engine, an electric vehicle powered by an electric
motor, and a hybrid vehicle having both an internal com-
bustion engine and an electric motor.

For example, the vehicle M is equipped with a camera 10,
a radar device 12, a light detection and ranging (LIDAR)
sensor 14, a physical object recognition device 16, a vehicle
sensor 40, a speaker unit 60, a display device 70, a driving
assistance device 100, and the like. In the present embodi-
ment, although illustrations and description of components
for causing the vehicle M to travel, for example, driving
operation elements, a drive device such as an engine or a
motor, a steering device, a brake device, and the like are
omitted, these components may be mounted in the vehicle
M.

For example, the camera 10 is a digital camera using a
solid-state imaging element such as a charge-coupled device
(CCD) or a complementary metal-oxide semiconductor
(CMOS). The camera 10 is attached to any position on the
vehicle M in which the vehicle system 1 is mounted. When
the view in front of the vehicle M is imaged, the camera 10
is attached to an upper part of a front windshield, a rear
surface of a rearview mirror, or the like. For example, the
camera 10 periodically and iteratively images the surround-
ings of the vehicle M. The camera 10 may be a stereo
camera. A plurality of cameras 10 having detection direc-
tions different from each other may be mounted in the
vehicle M.

The radar device 12 radiates radio waves such as milli-
meter waves around the vehicle M and detects at least a
position (a distance to and a direction) of a physical object
by detecting radio waves (reflected waves) reflected by the
physical object. The radar device 12 is attached to any
position on the vehicle M. The radar device 12 may detect
a position and a speed of the physical object in a frequency
modulated continuous wave (FM-CW) scheme. A plurality
of radar devices 12 having detection direction different from
each other may be mounted in the vehicle M.

The LIDAR sensor 14 radiates light (or electromagnetic
waves having a wavelength close to light) around the vehicle
M and measures scattered light. The LIDAR sensor 14
detects a distance to a target on the basis of time from light
emission to light reception. The radiated light is, for
example, pulsed laser light. The LIDAR sensor 14 is
attached to any position on the vehicle M.

The physical object recognition device 16 recognizes a
physical object by analyzing an image captured by the
camera 10. The physical object recognition device 16 per-
forms a sensor fusion process on detection results from some
or all of the camera 10, the radar device 12, and the LIDAR
sensor 14 to recognize a position (a distance to and an
angle), a type, a speed, and the like of a physical object. The
physical object recognition device 16 outputs recognition
results to the driving assistance device 100. The physical
object recognition device 16 may output detection results of
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the camera 10, the radar device 12, and the LIDAR sensor
14 to the driving assistance device 100 as they are.

An equipment group including the camera 10, the radar
device 12, the LIDAR sensor 14, and the physical object
recognition device 16 is an example of a “physical object
detection device.” A simpler configuration, for example, a
configuration of the camera 10 and the physical object
recognition device 16 or the camera 10 and the radar device
12, may be mounted in the vehicle M as the “physical object
detection device.” When the physical object recognition
device 16 is omitted, a function of analyzing an image
captured by the camera 10 may be installed in the driving
assistance device 100. Also, the “physical object detection
device” may include an ultrasonic sensor.

The vehicle sensor 40 includes a vehicle speed sensor that
detects the speed of the vehicle M, an acceleration sensor
that detects the acceleration thereof, a yaw rate sensor that
detects an angular velocity about a vertical axis, a direction
sensor that detects the direction of the vehicle M, and the
like.

FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of the speaker unit 60.
The speaker unit 60 includes, for example, four speakers
60FR, 60FL, 60RR, and 60RL. For example, the speaker
60FR is provided between a right end of an instrument panel
in the cabin of the vehicle M and a right door, the speaker
60FL is provided between a left end of the instrument panel
in the cabin of the vehicle M and a left door, the speaker
60RR is provided under a seating surface of a right rear seat
in the cabin of the vehicle M, and the speaker 60RL is
provided under a seating surface of a left rear seat in the
cabin of the vehicle M. The speaker unit 60 may include a
pair of left and right speakers. Also, one speaker may be
mounted in the vehicle M instead of the speaker unit 60.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a hardware
configuration of the speaker unit 60. For example, control
processors 62FR, 62FL, 62RR, and 62RL are attached to the
speakers 60FR, 60FL, 60RR, and 60RL, respectively. A
universal serial bus (USB) is connected between the speaker
and the control processor and the control processor is
connected to the driving assistance device 100 via a con-
troller area network (CAN) bus or the like.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing another example of the
hardware configuration of the speaker unit 60. For example,
the speakers 60FR and 60FL are connected in an analog
mode and the speaker 60FL and the control processor 64FL
are connected via the USB. The speakers 60RR and 60RL
are connected in the analog mode and the speaker 60RI. and
the control processor 64RL are connected via the USB. The
control processors 64FL and 64RL are connected to the
driving assistance device 100 via the CAN bus or the like.

In this way, the control processor may be attached in
correspondence with each speaker or the control processor
may be attached in correspondence with a plurality of
speakers. The control processor causes the corresponding
speaker to output a notification sound (including a first
notification sound and a second notification sound) having a
frequency indicated by the driving assistance device 100,
which will be described below.

The display device 70 is, for example, a touch panel, and
is attached to any position in the cabin of the vehicle M. The
display device 70 receives various types of operations for
the driving assistance device 100 and displays an image
indicated by the driving assistance device 100 or the like.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the driving assistance device
100 includes, for example, a recognition unit 110 and a
notification control unit 120. These components are imple-
mented by executing a program (software) by a hardware
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processor such as a central processing unit (CPU). Some or
all of these components may be implemented by hardware
(including a circuit unit; circuitry) such as a large-scale
integration (LSI) circuit, an application-specific integrated
circuit (ASIC), a field-programmable gate array (FPGA), or
a graphics processing unit (GPU) or may be implemented by
software and hardware in cooperation. The program may be
pre-stored in a storage device (a storage device including a
non-transitory storage medium) such as a hard disk drive
(HDD) or a flash memory or may be stored in a removable
storage medium (a non-transitory storage medium) such as
a DVD or a CD-ROM and installed in the storage device of
the driving assistance device 100 when the storage medium
is mounted in a drive device.

[Risky Physical Object]

The recognition unit 110 recognizes a risky physical
object located near the vehicle M on the basis of at least
some of the outputs of the camera 10, the radar device 12,
the LIDAR sensor 14, and the physical object recognition
device 16. Risky physical objects are, for example, external
mobile objects, in other words, traffic participants and other
mobile objects. Specifically, risky physical objects are
pedestrians, bicycles on which people are riding, vehicles,
and the like. Additionally, risky physical objects may
include static obstacles such as abandoned objects, parked
vehicles, utility poles, and the like. “Recognizing a risky
physical object” is recognizing the presence of a risky
physical object classified as described above and the posi-
tion of the risky physical object relative to the vehicle M.
When information of a position of physical object is input
together with information of a type of physical object from
the physical object recognition device 16, the recognition
unit 110 may recognize the risky physical object with
reference to the type of physical object or may recognize the
risky physical object by analyzing an image captured by the
camera 10 by itself. Also, the recognition unit 110 may
recognize the risky physical object on the basis of the speed
of the physical object, the reflectance of electromagnetic
waves, and the like.

[Notification Target Region]

The notification control unit 120 causes the speaker unit
60 to output the notification sound (via the control proces-
sor) on the basis of the position of the risky physical object.
The notification control unit 120 causes the speaker unit 60
to output a first notification sound when the risky physical
object is located in a first region including a region in front
of the vehicle M and causes the speaker unit 60 to output a
second notification sound when the risky physical object is
located in a second region including a region behind the
vehicle M. FIG. 5 is a diagram for describing a first region
Al and a second region A2. In FIG. 5, D,, denotes a
traveling direction of the vehicle M (a forward direction or
a normal traveling direction). The traveling direction D, of
the vehicle M may be a direction of the central axis of the
vehicle M, a direction of an instantaneous movement vector,
or a direction of a lane centerline of a road on which the
vehicle M is located. A region AF is a front region. The front
region AF is, for example, a region where lines obtained by
extending left and right side ends of the vehicle M to a front
side of the vehicle M are set as left and right outer edge lines
and which extends from a front end of the vehicle M to a
position at a prescribed distance therefrom. Also, the region
AR is a rear region. For example, the rear region AR is, for
example, a region where lines obtained by extending the left
and right side ends of the vehicle M to a rear side of the
vehicle M are set as left and right outer edge lines and which
extends from a rear end of the vehicle M to a position at a
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prescribed distance (which may be the same as or different
from the prescribed distance in the front region AF) there-
from. The first region A1 is a region that includes at least the
front region AF and extends from the side of the vehicle M
to the front side. The second region A2 is a region that
includes at least the rear region AR and extends from the
side of the vehicle M to the rear side. The first region Al and
the second region A2 are set not to overlap each other. A
boundary line between the first region Al and the second
region A2 passes through a reference point RM of the
vehicle M and extends to the left and right sides of the
vehicle M. This boundary line does not need to be exactly
identical to the width direction of the vehicle M and may be
inclined forward or backward using the reference point of
the vehicle M as a base point. In FIG. 5, line segments Lr
and L1 extending diagonally forward from the reference
point RM of the vehicle M are assumed to be boundary lines
between the first region Al and the second region A2. Also,
there may be a certain degree of gap between the first region
Al and the second region A2.

[Notification Sound]

In the first embodiment, the first notification sound has a
pitch different from that of the second notification sound.
Thereby, the driver can intuitively ascertain the position of
a risky physical object by recognizing from which of the
forward and rearward directions a high notification sound is
output and from which direction a low notification sound is
output.

As an example, the first notification sound is higher than
the second notification sound. A “sound higher than the
second notification sound” indicates, for example, that all
frequency components of the sound constituting the first
notification sound are higher in frequency than frequency
components of the sound constituting the second notification
sound. Alternatively, the “sound higher than the second
notification sound” may indicate that some of the frequency
components of the sound constituting the first notification
sound overlap the frequency components of the sound
constituting the second notification sound, but are generally
higher in frequency (for example, a weighted sum obtained
by weighting the frequency of the sound constituting the first
notification sound by volume is higher than that of the
second notification sound). FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating
the meaning of the fact that a first notification sound NS1 is
higher than a second notification sound NS2. The upper
diagram of FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a state in which all
frequency components of a sound constituting the first
notification sound NS1 are higher in frequency than fre-
quency components of a sound constituting the second
notification sound NS2 and the lower diagram of FIG. 6 is
a diagram showing a state in which some of the frequency
components of the sound constituting the first notification
sound NS1 overlap the frequency components of the sound
constituting the second notification sound NS2, but are
generally higher in frequency. In the following description,
it is assumed that all the frequency components of the sound
constituting the first notification sound NS1 are higher in
frequency than the frequency components of the sound
constituting the second notification sound NS2.

Generally, a high sound attracts people’s attention more
than a low sound. Therefore, a high notification sound is
generated for a risky physical object located in the first
region Al, i.e., a risky physical object located in front of the
vehicle M, so that a driver’s attention can be more quickly
aroused. Also, it is possible to prevent the driver from being
bothered by excessive notifications by outputting a low
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notification sound for a risky physical object located in the
second region A2, i.e., a risky physical object located behind
the vehicle M.

Also, in contrast to the above, the first notification sound
may be lower than the second notification sound. As
described above, the driver can intuitively ascertain the
position of a risky physical object by recognizing from
which of the forward and rearward directions a high noti-
fication sound is output and from which direction a low
notification sound is output.

[Integer-Order Harmonic Overtone, Etc.]

The notification control unit 120 may cause the speaker
unit 60 to output a sound including a first fundamental sound
NS1-b and a first additional sound NS1-p (p=1, 2, . . . ) that
is an integer-order harmonic overtone having an integer
multiple of a frequency of the first fundamental sound
NS1-5 as the first notification sound NS1. Also, the notifi-
cation control unit 120 may cause the speaker unit 60 to
output a sound including a second fundamental sound NS2-5
and a second additional sound NS2-¢ (q=1, 2, . . . ) having
a frequency different from a frequency that is 1/n times (n is
a natural number) a frequency of the second fundamental
sound NS2-5 as the second notification sound NS2. Further,
the second additional sound NS2-4 may be a sound that does
not correspond to an integer-order harmonic overtone hav-
ing an integer multiple of a frequency of the second funda-
mental sound NS2-b. In this case, the first fundamental
sound NS1-54 is an example of a “fundamental sound A” and
the second fundamental sound NS2-5 is an example of a
“fundamental sound B.”

FIG. 7 is a diagram for describing configurations of the
first notification sound NS1 and the second notification
sound NS2. The first fundamental sound NS1-b is, for
example, higher than the second fundamental sound NS2-5,
but may have the same pitch (same frequency) as the second
fundamental sound NS2-5. In the illustrated example, the
first notification sound NS1 includes a first additional sound
NS1-1 and a first additional sound NS1-2. Because the first
additional sound NS1-1 and the first additional sound NS1-2
are integer-order harmonic overtones each having an integer
multiple of a frequency of the first fundamental sound
NS1-b, they are sounds higher than the first fundamental
sound NS1-b. Also, the second notification sound NS2
includes a second additional sound NS2-1 and a second
additional sound NS2-2. Although a sound having “a fre-
quency different from a frequency that is 1/n times a
frequency of the second fundamental sound NS2-5” can be
either one of a sound higher than the second fundamental
sound NS2-5 and a sound lower than the second fundamen-
tal sound NS2-5, the notification control unit 120 causes the
speaker unit 60 to output, for example, only a sound lower
than the second fundamental sound NS2-b as the second
additional sound NS2-q.

Because a sound including a fundamental sound and an
integer-order harmonic overtone is clear to the human ear,
whereas a sound in which a relationship between constituent
sounds is not associated with an integer-order harmonic
overtone is unclear to the human ear, the driver’s attention
can be more quickly aroused by configuring the first noti-
fication sound NS1 and the second notification sound as
described above and outputting a notification sound includ-
ing a fundamental sound and an integer-order harmonic
overtone having an integer multiple of a frequency of the
fundamental sound with respect to a risky physical object
located in the first region Al, i.e., a risky physical object
located in front of the vehicle M. Also, it is possible to
prevent the driver from being bothered by excessive notifi-
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cations by outputting a sound in which a relationship
between constituent sounds is not associated with an integer-
order harmonic overtone with respect to the risky physical
object located in the second region A2, i.e., the risky
physical object located behind the vehicle M.

In contrast to the above, the notification control unit 120
may cause the speaker unit 60 to output a sound including
a first fundamental sound and a first additional sound having
a frequency different from a frequency that is 1/n times a
frequency of the first fundamental sound as the first notifi-
cation sound. Also, the notification control unit 120 may
cause the speaker unit 60 to output a sound including a
second fundamental sound and a second additional sound
that is an integer-order harmonic overtone having an integer
multiple of a frequency of the second fundamental sound as
the second notification sound. In this case, the first funda-
mental sound is an example of a “fundamental sound B and
the second fundamental sound is an example of a “funda-
mental sound A.” In both cases described above or in this
case, the driver can intuitively ascertain the position of a
risky physical object by recognizing from which of the
forward and rearward directions a sound including an inte-
ger-order harmonic overtone is output and from which
direction a sound including an additional sound having a
frequency different from a frequency that is 1/n times the
frequency of the fundamental sound is output.

On the basis of the above, the notification control unit 120
may further perform the following process. For example,
when the risky physical object is located in the first region
A1, the notification control unit 120 of the first embodiment
may change a mode of the first additional sound NS1-p on
the basis of the position of the risky physical object in the
first region Al. More specifically, when the risky physical
object is located in the first region Al, the notification
control unit 120 may increase the number of types of
frequencies of the first additional sound NS1-p as a direction
of the risky physical object viewed from the vehicle M is
close to the traveling direction of the mobile object. FIG. 8
is a diagram for describing an example in which the number
of types of frequencies of the first additional sound NS1-p
increases. For example, if a risky physical object RO is
located in the first region Al, the notification control unit
120 may increase the number of types of frequencies of the
first additional sound NS1-p when the risky physical object
RO is located in a first center region Al-c located in the
center portion of the first region A1l in the width direction of
the vehicle M as compared with when the risky physical
object RO is located in one of a first left side region A1-1 and
a first right side region A1-r at both left and right sides of the
first center region Al-c in the first region Al. In FIG. 8, an
example in which the speaker unit 60 is caused to output first
additional sounds NS1-1, NS1-2, and NS1-3 when the risky
physical object RO is located in the first center region Al-c¢
and the speaker unit 60 is caused to output the first additional
sound NS1-1 when the risky physical object RO is located
in the first right side region Al-r is shown. The notification
control unit 120 is not limited to classifications such as the
first center region Al-c, the first left region Al-1, and the
first right region Al-7. The notification control unit 120 may
classify the position of the risky physical object RO by a
smaller increment and change the type of frequency of the
first additional sound NS1-p.

Also, the notification control unit 120 may further per-
form the following process. For example, when a risky
physical object is located in the second region A2, the
notification control unit 120 of the first embodiment may
change a mode of the second additional sound NS2-¢ on the
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basis of a position of the risky physical object within the
second region A2. More specifically, the notification control
unit 120 may be configured to increase a volume of the
second additional sound NS2-¢4 as a direction of the risky
physical object viewed from the vehicle M is close to a
direction opposite to a traveling direction of the vehicle M
when the risky physical object is located in the second
region A2. FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing an example in
which the volume of the second additional sound NS2-¢
increases. For example, the notification control unit 120 may
be configured to increase a volume of the second additional
sound NS2-4 when the risky physical object RO is located
in a second center region A2-c located in a center portion of
the second region A2 in a width direction of the mobile
object as compared with when the risky physical object RO
is in one of a second left side region A2-1 and a second right
side region A2-r located at both left and right sides of the
second center region A2-c¢ of the second region A2 if the
risky physical object RO is located in the second region A2.
The notification control unit 120 is not limited to classifi-
cations such as the second center region A2-c, the second
left region A2-1, and the second right region A2-r. The
notification control unit 120 may classify the position of the
risky physical object RO by a smaller increment and change
the volume of the second additional sound NS2-4.

Alternatively, the notification control unit 120 may be
configured to change the volume of the first additional sound
NS1-p on the basis of the position of the risky physical
object RO within the first region A1 when the risky physical
object RO is located in the first region A1 or may be
configured to change the type of frequency of the second
additional sound NS2-¢4 on the basis of the position of the
risky physical object RO within the second region A2 when
the risky physical object RO is located in the second region
A2.

[Sound Image Localization and Control According to Dis-
tance]

The notification control unit 120 may control output
modes of one or both of the first notification sound NS1 and
the second notification sound NS2 on the basis of one or
both of a distance between the vehicle M and the risky
physical object and a direction (an angle) of the risky
physical object viewed from the vehicle M. FIG. 10 is a
diagram showing definitions of parameters in the embodi-
ment. In the following description, a direction identical to
the traveling direction D, ,of the vehicle M is set to 0 degrees
and an angle is defined in a counterclockwise direction. A
direction of a boundary line between the first center region
Al-c and the first left region Al-1 is defined as 61, a
direction of a boundary line between the first left region
A1-1 and the second left region A2-1 is defined as 02, a
direction of a boundary line between the second left region
A2-1 and the second center region A2-c is defined as 63, a
direction of a boundary line between the second center
region A2-c and the second right region A2-7 is defined as
-03, a direction of a boundary line between the second right
region A2-r and the first right region Al-r is defined as -02,
and a direction of a boundary line between the first right
region Al-r and the first center region Al-c is defined as
-01. Although each region is set left-right symmetrical in the
present example, each region may be set left-right asym-
metrically. Also, a distance between the vehicle M and the
risky physical object RO is defined as Drisk and a direction
of the risky physical object RO viewed from the vehicle M
(on the assumption of the above-described definitions) is
defined as Orisk.

20

25

40

45

50

55

12

The notification control unit 120 may decide on a position
where a sound image of the first notification sound NS1 is
localized on the basis of the position of the risky physical
object in the first region A1 when the risky physical object
is located in the first region A1 or may decide on a position
where a sound image of the second notification sound NS2
is localized on the basis of the position of the risky physical
object within the second region A2 when the risky physical
object is located in the second region A2.

Specifically, the notification control unit 120 causes the
sound image to be localized by deciding on the volume of
the sound that is output by each speaker on the basis of the
following equations. In the following description, SL-FR is
a volume of a sound output by the speaker 60FR, SL-FL is
a volume of a sound output by the speaker 60FL, SL-RR is
avolume of a sound output by the speaker 60RR, and SL-RL.
is a volume of a sound output by the speaker 60RL. Also,
Lbs is a fundamental volume.

(a) When the risky physical object is located in the first
center region Al-c

SL-FR=Lbsx(61-0risk)/261
SL-FL=Lbsx(6risk+61)/201

SL-RR=SL-RL=0

(b) When the risky physical object is located in the first
left region A1-1

SL-FL=Lbsx(62-0risk)/(62-61)
SL-RL=Lbsx(6risk—01)/(62-61)

SL-FR=SL-RR=0

(c) When the risky physical object is located in the second
left region A2-1

SL-FL=Lbsx(63-0risk)/(63-62)
SL-RL=Lbsx(0risk—02)/(63-62)

SL-FR=SL-RR=0

(d) When the risky physical object is located in the second
center region A2-c¢

SL-RR=Lbsx{0risk+03+2x(180-03)}/{2x(180-03)}
SL-RL=Lbsx(~0risk+03)/{2x(180-63)}

SL-FR=SL-FL=0

(e) When the risky physical object is located in the second
right region A2-»

SL-FR=Lbsx(63+6risk)/(63-62)
SL-RR=Lbsx(-0risk-02)/(63-62)

SL-FL=SL-RL=0

(f) When the risky physical object is located in the first
right region Al-~

SL-FR=Lbsx(62+6risk)/(62-61)
SL-RR=Lbsx(-0risk-01)/(62-61)

SL-FL=SL-RL=0

By localizing the sound image in this way, it is possible
to intuitively inform the driver of the position of the risky
physical object RO especially in a lateral direction.
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[Notification Sound Control According to Direction and
Degree of Proximity]

The notification control unit 120 may control the tempo
and volume of the first notification sound NS1 or the second
notification sound NS2 as follows on the basis of the
direction Brisk and the distance Drisk of the risky physical
object RO.

For example, the notification control unit 120 decreases
the tempo of the first notification sound NS1 as the direction
of the risky physical object RO viewed from the vehicle M
is close to the traveling direction D,, of the vehicle M when
the risky physical object is located in the first region Al or
increases the tempo of the second notification sound NS2 as
the direction of the risky physical object RO viewed from
the vehicle M is close to the direction opposite to the
traveling direction D,, of the vehicle M when the risky
physical object RO is located in the second region A2. FIG.
11 is a diagram for describing an example in which the
tempo of the notification sound is changed. As shown in
FIG. 11, the notification control unit 120 may be configured
to decrease the tempo of the first notification sound NS1
when the risky physical object RO is located in the first
center region Al-c as compared with when the risky physi-
cal object RO is located in the first left region Al1-1 or the
first right region Al-r if the risky physical object RO is
located in the first region Al. Because the driver often pays
attention to the front side of the vehicle M, such control is
intended to prevent excessive notifications. Also, this is
based on the consideration that the attention can be effec-
tively aroused because the notification is provided with a
high sound including an integer-order harmonic overtone in
relation to the front side. Thus, the stress given to the driver
can be reduced by outputting the first notification sound
NS1.

The notification control unit 120 may be configured to
increase the tempo of the second notification sound NS2
when the risky physical object RO is located in the second
center region A2-c as compared with when the risky physi-
cal object RO is located in the second left region A2-1 or the
second right region A2-r if the risky physical object RO is
located in the second region A2. Furthermore, assuming that
the distance Drisk is the same, the notification control unit
120 may set the slowest tempo of the second notification
sound NS2 when the risky physical object RO is located in
the second region A2 to the tempo faster than the fastest
tempo of the first notification sound NS1 when the risky
physical object RO is located in the first region Al.

The notification control unit 120 is not limited to classi-
fications such as the first center region Al-c, the first left
region Al-1, the first right region Al-r, the second center
region A2-c, the second left region A2-1, and the second
right region A2-r. The notification control unit 120 may
classify the position of the risky physical object RO by a
smaller increment and change the tempo of the first notifi-
cation sound NS1 or the second notification sound NS2.

The notification control unit 120 may increase the tempo
of the first notification sound NS1 or the second notification
sound NS2 as the distance Drisk decreases, regardless of
which region the risky physical object RO is located in.
Also, the notification control unit 120 may increase the
volume of the first notification sound NS1 or the second
notification sound NS2 as the distance Drisk decreases. FIG.
12 is a diagram showing an example of volume control
corresponding to the distance Drisk. In FIG. 12, Dth denotes
a distance at which notification sound output control is
started and may be identical to a distance from the vehicle
M to an outer edge of the region Al or A2.
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FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an example of a flow of
a process executed by the driving assistance device 100.
First, the recognition unit 110 recognizes a risky physical
object (step S100). Subsequently, the recognition unit 110
identifies a region where the risky physical object is located,
a distance Drisk to the risky physical object, and a direction
Orisk of the risky physical object (step S102).

Subsequently, the notification control unit 120 decides on
the configuration, tempo, and volume of a notification sound
(step S104) and causes the speaker unit 60 to output a
notification sound (step S106).

Subsequently, the recognition unit 110 determines
whether or not the position of the risky physical object is
outside of the notification target range (including non-
recognition) (step S108). “Outside of the notification target
range” indicates a state in which the distance from the
vehicle M is greater than Dth described above. When the
position of the risky physical object is outside of the
notification target range, the process of the present flowchart
ends. When the position of the risky physical object is not
outside of the notification target range, the process returns to
step S102.

According to the first embodiment described above, it is
possible to allow the occupant to intuitively recognize the
position or direction of the risky physical object located near
the mobile object (the vehicle M).

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment will be described below. A driving
assistance device of the second embodiment changes a
configuration of a notification sound according to whether a
risky physical object RO is located within a first region Al
or a second region A2 without performing the configuration
change control of the first notification sound NS1 within the
first region Al or the configuration change control of the
second notification sound NS2 within the second region A2
described with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9 in the first
embodiment. That is, the driving assistance device of the
second embodiment causes a speaker unit 60 to output a first
notification sound NS1 including a first fundamental sound
NS1-b and a first additional sound NS1-p (p=1, 2, . . . ) that
is an integer-order harmonic overtone having an integer
multiple of a frequency of the first fundamental sound
NS1-b when the risky physical object RO is located within
the first region Al and causes the speaker unit 60 to output
a second notification sound NS2 including a second funda-
mental sound NS2-5 and a second additional sound NS2-¢4
(=1, 2, . . .) having a frequency different from a frequency
that is 1/n times a frequency of the second fundamental
sound NS2-b when the risky physical object RO is located
within the second region A2. Other control may be similar
to that in the first embodiment. Thereby, a type of effect that
is the same as that of the first embodiment can be obtained
with simpler control.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment will be described below. A driving
assistance device according to the third embodiment is
mounted in an automated driving vehicle. FIG. 14 is a
diagram showing equipment mounted in a vehicle MA based
on a driving assistance device 100A according to the third
embodiment. The driving assistance device 100A is
mounted in the vehicle MA together with an automated
driving control device 150. Output data from a camera 10,
a radar device 12, a LIDAR sensor 14, a physical object
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recognition device 16, and a vehicle sensor 40 is also input
to the automated driving control device 150. In addition to
these, the output data of a navigation device and a micro
processing unit (MPU) may also be input to the automated
driving control device 150. The automated driving control
device 150 recognizes a surrounding situation of the vehicle
MA, generates a target trajectory (accompanied by a speed
element) for the vehicle MA by recognizing a region where
the vehicle MA can travel while avoiding contact with
obstacles, and controls a travel driving force output device
200, a brake device 210, a steering device 220, and the like
so that the vehicle MA can travel along the target trajectory.
The travel driving force output device 200 includes an
engine, a travel motor, and the like. Because details of the
automated driving technology are known in various docu-
ments, further description is omitted.

The automated driving control device 150 is further
connected to a steering grip sensor 160 and an in-vehicle
camera 170. The steering grip sensor 160 is used for
detecting whether or not a driver is gripping a steering
wheel, which is a steering operation element, and the
in-vehicle camera 170 images the head of the driver from the
front. The automated driving control device 150 determines
whether or not the driver is gripping the steering wheel
(hands-on) with reference to the output of the steering grip
sensor 160 and determines whether or not the driver is
visually recognizing a traveling direction of the vehicle MA
(eyes-on) by analyzing an image captured by the in-vehicle
camera 170. The automated driving control device 150
permits one or both of a process of releasing the steering
wheel (hands-off) and a process of directing a visual line to
a direction other than the traveling direction of the vehicle
MA (eyes-off) on the basis of a surrounding environment of
the vehicle MA (a type of road on which the vehicle MA is
traveling) or the speed of the vehicle MA. This permissive
state may be referred to as an automated driving level. When
an unacceptable state has occurred (for example, when the
driver has separated his or her hands from the steering wheel
in a hands-on state), the automated driving control device
150 performs a process of switching driving to manual
driving or the like if the state is not eliminated after the
driver is notified of the state so that the state is eliminated.
The automated driving control device 150 outputs informa-
tion about the automated driving level to the driving assis-
tance device 100A.

The driving assistance device 100A automatically stops
the operation when both hands-off and eyes-oft are permit-
ted with reference to information about the automated
driving level. This is because, in this state, the driver has no
obligation to monitor the surroundings of the vehicle MA
temporarily and the automated driving control device 150
performs control to avoid contact with a risky physical
object. Other functions are similar to those of the first or
second embodiment.

According to the third embodiment described above, it is
possible to perform control that is highly compatible with
automated driving.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment will be described below. A driving
assistance device according to the fourth embodiment is
mounted in a two-wheeled vehicle on which a driver rides
with a helmet. FIG. 15 is a diagram showing equipment
mounted in a two-wheeled vehicle MB based on a driving
assistance device 100B according to the fourth embodiment.
Instead of controlling a speaker unit 60, the driving assis-
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tance device 100B instructs a wireless communication
device 80 to transmit instruction information about a noti-
fication sound. The wireless communication device 80 per-
forms communication based on a communication standard
such as Bluetooth (registered trademark).

A receiver 310, a left ear speaker 320-L, and a right ear
speaker 320-R are attached to a helmet 300 worn by the
driver. On the basis of the instruction information received
from the wireless communication device 80, the receiver
310 causes one or both of the left ear speaker 320-L and the
right ear speaker 320-R to output notification sounds.

The present embodiment is similar to the first or second
embodiment except that it is difficult to express a front-rear
direction when sound image localization is controlled. That
is, the recognition unit 110 and the notification control unit
120 perform a process similar to the process described in the
first or second embodiment, decide on the configuration,
tempo, and volume of a first notification sound NS1 and a
second notification sound NS2, and cause the wireless
communication device 80 to transmit the instruction infor-
mation for causing the left ear speaker 320-L and/or the right
ear speaker 320-R to output the notification sounds accord-
ingly.

In the fourth embodiment, earphones with a wireless
function may be used instead of the speakers provided inside
of the helmet.

According to the fourth embodiment described above,
although a degree of freedom of sound image localization is
reduced, effects similar to those of the first or second
embodiment can be obtained in other respects.

Although modes for carrying out the present invention
have been described using embodiments, the present inven-
tion is not limited to the embodiments, and various modi-
fications and substitutions can also be made without depart-
ing from the scope and spirit of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A driving assistance device comprising:

a storage device storing a program; and

a hardware processor connected to the storage device,

wherein the hardware processor reads and executes the
program stored in the storage device to:

recognize a risky physical object located near a mobile
object on the basis of an output of a physical object
detection device,

cause at least one speaker to output a notification sound on
the basis of a position of the risky physical object, and

when the notification sound is output, cause the at least
one speaker to output a first notification sound if the
risky physical object is located in a first region includ-
ing a region in front of the mobile object and cause the
at least one speaker to output a second notification
sound if the risky physical object is located in a second
region including a region behind the mobile object, and

wherein the first notification sound is a sound having a
pitch different from that of the second notification
sound,

the first notification sound includes a first fundamental
sound and a first additional sound, and

the hardware processor changes a mode of the first
additional sound on the basis of a position of the risky
physical object within the first region when the risky
physical object is located in the first region.

2. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the first notification sound is higher than the
second notification sound.
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3. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the first additional sound is an integer-order
harmonic overtone having an integer multiple of a
frequency of the first fundamental sound.

4. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the hardware processor increases the number of
types of frequencies of the first additional sound as a
direction of the risky physical object viewed from the
mobile object is close to a traveling direction of the
mobile object when the risky physical object is located
in the first region.

5. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the hardware processor increases the number of
types of frequencies of the first additional sound when
the risky physical object is located in a first center
region located in a center portion of the first region in
a width direction of the mobile object as compared with
when the risky physical object is in one of a first left
side region and a first right side region located at both
left and right sides of the first center region of the first
region.

6. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the second notification sound includes a second
fundamental sound and a second additional sound
having a frequency different from a frequency that is
1/n (n is a natural number) times a frequency of the
second fundamental sound.

7. The driving assistance device according to claim 6,

wherein the hardware processor changes a mode of the
second additional sound on the basis of a position of the
risky physical object within the second region when the
risky physical object is located in the second region.

8. The driving assistance device according to claim 7,

wherein the hardware processor raises a volume of the
second additional sound as a direction of the risky
physical object viewed from the mobile object is close
to a direction opposite to a traveling direction of the
mobile object when the risky physical object is located
in the second region.

9. The driving assistance device according to claim 7,

wherein the hardware processor raises a volume of the
second additional sound when the risky physical object
is located in a second center region located in a center
portion of the second region in a width direction of the
mobile object as compared with when the risky physi-
cal object is in one of a second left side region and a
second right side region located at both left and right
sides of the second center region of the second region.

10. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the hardware processor decreases a tempo of the
first additional sound as a direction of the risky physical
object viewed from the mobile object is close to a
traveling direction of the mobile object when the risky
physical object is located in the first region.

11. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the hardware processor increases a tempo of the
second additional sound as a direction of the risky
physical object viewed from the mobile object is close
to a direction opposite to a traveling direction of the
mobile object when the risky physical object is located
in the second region.

12. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the hardware processor increases a tempo of the
first notification sound or the second additional sound
as a distance between the mobile object and the risky
physical object decreases.
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13. The driving assistance device according to claim 1,

wherein the at least one speaker includes a plurality of

speakers, and

wherein the hardware processor decides on a position

where a sound image of the first notification sound is
localized on the basis of a position of the risky physical
object within the first region when the risky physical
object is located in the first region and decides on a
position where a sound image of the second notification
sound is localized on the basis of a position of the risky
physical object within the second region when the risky
physical object is located in the second region.

14. A driving assistance device comprising:

a storage device storing a program; and

a hardware processor connected to the storage device,

wherein the hardware processor reads and executes the

program stored in the storage device to:

recognize a risky physical object located near a mobile

object on the basis of an output of a physical object
detection device,
cause at least one speaker to output a notification sound on
the basis of a position of the risky physical object, and

when the notification sound is output, cause the at least
one speaker to output a first notification sound if the
risky physical object is located in a first region includ-
ing a region in front of the mobile object and cause the
at least one speaker to output a second notification
sound if the risky physical object is located in a second
region including a region behind the mobile object, and

wherein one of the first notification sound and the second
notification sound is a sound including a fundamental
sound A and an integer-order harmonic overtone having
an integer multiple of a frequency of the fundamental
sound A and the other of the first notification sound and
the second notification sound is a sound including a
fundamental sound B and an additional sound having a
frequency different from a frequency that is 1/n (nis a
natural number) times a frequency of the fundamental
sound B.

15. The driving assistance device according to claim 14,

wherein the first notification sound includes a first fun-

damental sound and a first additional sound that is an
integer-order harmonic overtone having an integer mul-
tiple of a frequency of the first fundamental sound.

16. The driving assistance device according to claim 14,

wherein the second notification sound includes a second

fundamental sound and a second additional sound
having a frequency different from a frequency that is
1/n (n is a natural number) times a frequency of the
second fundamental sound.

17. The driving assistance device according to claim 14,

wherein the hardware processor decreases a tempo of the

first additional sound as a direction of the risky physical
object viewed from the mobile object is close to a
traveling direction of the mobile object when the risky
physical object is located in the first region.

18. A driving assistance method, which is executed by a
computer mounted in a mobile object, the driving assistance
method comprising:

recognizing a risky physical object located near the

mobile object on the basis of an output of a physical
object detection device; and

causing at least one speaker to output a notification sound

on the basis of a position of the risky physical object,
wherein outputting the notification sound includes caus-
ing the at least one speaker to output a first notification
sound if the risky physical object is located in a first
region including a region in front of the mobile object
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and causing the at least one speaker to output a second
notification sound if the risky physical object is located
in a second region including a region behind the mobile
object, and

wherein the first notification sound is a sound having a

pitch different from that of the second notification
sound,

the first notification sound includes a first fundamental

sound and a first additional sound, and

the driving assistance method changes a mode of the first

additional sound on the basis of a position of the risky
physical object within the first region when the risky
physical object is located in the first region.

19. A driving assistance method, which is executed by a
computer mounted in a mobile object, the driving assistance
method comprising:

recognizing a risky physical object located near the

mobile object on the basis of an output of a physical
object detection device; and

causing at least one speaker to output a notification sound

on the basis of a position of the risky physical object,
wherein outputting the notification sound includes caus-
ing the at least one speaker to output a first notification
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sound if the risky physical object is located in a first
region including a region in front of the mobile object
and causing the at least one speaker to output a second
notification sound if the risky physical object is located
in a second region including a region behind the mobile
object, and

wherein one of the first notification sound and the second
notification sound is a sound including a fundamental
sound A and an integer-order harmonic overtone having
an integer multiple of a frequency of the fundamental
sound A and the other of the first notification sound and
the second notification sound is a sound including a
fundamental sound B and an additional sound having a
frequency different from a frequency that is 1/n (nis a
natural number) times a frequency of the fundamental
sound B.

20. The driving assistance method according to claim 18,

wherein the first additional sound is an integer-order
harmonic overtone having an integer multiple of a
frequency of the first fundamental sound.
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