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" To oll whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Cuarexce F. HeaTH,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Lakewood, in the county of Kent and
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Mail-
Boxes. of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to improvements in
mail boxes of the eclass adapted to be at-
tached to a residence and in which the mail
is to be deposited by the carrier, and the
invention primarily consists in the provi-
sion of means whereby the locking and un-
locking of such a box may be controlled
from the inside of the house to which the
same is attached.

The invention further consists in provid-
ing a slot in the box through which the mail
may be deposited and also_in providing a
cover for closing said slot with means on the
inside of said box for iocking said cover
closed.

With these and other objects in view, the

5 invention consists of certain novel features

of construction, as will be more fully de-
seribed and particularly pointed out in the
appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure
1— is a perspective view showing the box,
its top cover being partly broken away, at-
tached to the side of a house with a lock
operating push rod extending from the box
through the wall to the interior of the house.
Fig. 9— is an elevation in section showing
the upper part of the box and Hustrating
the top cover in position over the mail re-
ceiving opening. Fig. 8— is a detail plan
showing a portion of the top cover and the
hinge fingers conmected thereto. Fig. 4—
is a perspective view illustrating the lock-
ing mechanism. Fig. 5— is a detail illus-

trating the tripper pin as having raised the
lever retaining spring latch to permit the
lever to move to its unlocked position.
Referring to the drawing 10 designates
the body of the mail box which may be con-
structed in any desired shape and prefer-
ably of metal, the same being provided with
a door 11 hinged at 12 and a latch 12°
provided with a knob 13. The top of the
box is covered with a plate 14 which may
be attached by turning its edge 15 over
the upper edges of the body of the box, as
illustrated in Fig. 2,0r it may be attached in

any desired or convenient way. In this top

plate T have formed a slot 16 by cutting one
edge of a lip 17 and pressing the same in-
ward as illustrated in Fig. 2 through which
slot letters or other thin mail matter may
be passed into the box. This edge is pref-
erably provided with a saw-tooth edge to
increase the difficulty of surreptitiously
withdrawing mail from the box. In order
to cover this slot I have provided a second
plate 18, one edge 15 of which is provided
with outwardly extending fingers 20 the
same being adapted to be bent downward
and passed through corresponding eyes 21
and 22 in the top and back of the box re-
spectively, and then up over the rear edge
of the box forming convenient hinges on
which this cover may be raised. At times
it is found advisable to lock this cover down
over the opening 16. - To accomplish this T
have provided a staple 23. projecting down-
ward from the inner side of said cover
through a corresponding opening 24, a hook
95 is hinged on the pin 26 on the inside
of the box and is adapted to be swung up
through said staple for securing said cover
in its closed position.

Screws 47, 47 are adapted to
through corresponding holes in the back 41
of the box for securing the same firmly to
the side of a house or other position.

The primary object of my invention is
the provisicn of means whereby the lock
may be operated from the inside of the
house. To accomplish this a pawl 27 is piv-
oted at 28 and is pressed by the spring 29
into position to engage the edge 30 of the
box. The extent of movement 1n this direc-
tion being limited by the pin 31. In order
to control the movement of this latch T have
provided a knee lever 32 pivotally held at
33 on the member 34, said lever having an
arm 35 extending forwara so as to engage
this pawl 27, and an arm 36 substantially
at right angles to arm 335, the former being
pressed backward by the spring 37 to carry
and normally hold arm 35 in its unlocked

osition.

When it is desired to move the pawl 27
out of engagement with the edge 30 of the
box the end 42 of the push rod is pressed in-
ward carrying arm 35 against the pawl 27
moving the same to the right which permits
the door 11 to be opened. At 43 is a spring
latch having a lip 44 adapted to drop back
of arm 35 when pressed forward by the push
rod 38 to hold said arm in its unlocked posi-
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tion to be raised only by the passage of the
tripper pin 45 under itsupturned edge 46 as
the door 11 is opened and closed.

The operati-n of tne invention may be
more fully described as follows: The mail
box is designed to be fastened to the outside
of a house. After the mail has been with-
drawn from the box by the cccupants of the
house, the box door is closed, the closing
action serving to lock the door. As the
person again enters the house the push rod
49 is pressed inward moving the knee lever
and the locking pawl to thelr unlocked posi-
tion where they are retained by the lip on
the spring latch, thereby leaving the door
closed and latched but unlocked. When the
carrier arrives he simply raises the latch
19* opens the door, deposits the mail in the
box and the action of closing the door again
causes the same to lock automatically in
which condition it remains until it is de-
sired by the occupants of the house to take
the mail from the box when the operation
described above is repeated.

In some cases when the occupants of the
house are to be away for an indefinite period
and still desire to permit the mail carrier to
have access to the box from day to day with-
out unlocking the door, the hook 25 may be
removed from its staple 23 which will allow
the outer plate or cover 18 to be raised by
the carrier to deposit the mail through the
cpening 16 in the top plate 14 of the box.

The primary advantage of the invention is
that no keys have to be employed, no locks
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or key-holes are visible when the door is
closed and therefore the lock cannot be tam-

pered with by unauthorized persons from

the outside. A further advantage is that
excepting when the top plate is unlocked,
which is in exceptional cases, there are no
openings whatever in theboxthrough which
mail may be extracted therefrom, the open-
ing of the box being entirely and exclu-
sively controlled from within the house by
means of the lock operating push rod 42
after the mail has been deposited therein.

I claim:

A mail box adapted to be secured to the
wall of a building, a door on the front of
said box, a locking pawl on the inside of said
door, a pivotally held knee lever for control-
ling the position of said pawl, an operating
pin extending through a portior of the box
other than the door and the wall of the
building to the opposite side thereof; said
pin being adapted to move said lever to
throw back szid pawl to unlock the door, a
spring latch for retaining said lever and
pawl in its unlocked position, and a tripper
for causing said latch to release said lever
to move back from its locked position when
the door is opened.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

. CLARENCE F. HEATH.
Witnesses:
Howarp E. Barcow,

E. I. OgpEx.

Copies of ihis patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

“ Gommissioner of Patents

Washington, D, C.”
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