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This invention relates to utility devices in gen 
eral and particularly to what may be called a 
nested Serving table combination. 
The prime object of this invention is to pro 

vide a utility device of the type indicated, which 
consists of a plurality of individually useable 
units in the form of serving tables, and wherein 
each of these serving table units comprises a 
base, a Support or Standard for a tray and a tray, 
and Wherein the bases of all units and the trays 
of all units may be nested and so joined as to 
present a single serving table combination ca 
pable of being used or moved about the same as 
each of the individual units. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a device of the class indicated, which is made of 
inexpensive, readily obtainable material, and 
which, although simple in construction, will ren 
der effective service for the purpose for which it is 
designed. 
Another object of this invention is to design 

the bases and the trays of the units so that these 
bases and trays of a plurality of units may be 
superimposed upon each other and secured to the 
standards or tray Supports of all of the units. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

in those bases of the units which are intended 
to be superimposed upon the lowermost base with 
the required number of apertures for the passage 
therethrough of the standards extending from 
bases below the topmost base, and to provide 
means for connecting the free ends of all stand 
ards, when the bases are in their nested position, 
and to further provide individual tray attaching 
means adapted to either serve for Securing in 
dividual trays to individual standards, or to form 
supports for the trays in their nested position 
when the bases of the units are nested and their 
standards are connected, and to provide means 
for Securing such nested trays to the connected 
standards, said means being adapted to paSS 
through all the nested trays and to engage said 
standard-connecting means. 
A still further object of this invention is to pro 

vide with each base of the units having standard 
receiving apertures movable covers intended to 
overlay such apertures, when the units are em 
ployed individually. 
The foregoing and still further objects of the 

present invention will become more readily ap 
parent from the ensuing description, in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 illustrates one of the possible forms of 
my combination serving table: 

Fig. 2 is a top view thereof; 
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Fig. 3 is a partial side elevation of the device, 

showing the arrangement and the support of the 
trays in their nested position; 

Fig. 4 illustrates the bases and standards of the 
device prior to assuming their nested position; 

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional detail view illustrating 
the support and attachment of the nested trays; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged detail view showing the 
attachment of a single tray to a standard; and 

Fig. 7 is a plan view, partly in section along line 
- of Fig. 5, secured to the standards by the in 
dividual tray-attaching means. 

Referring now specifically to the drawing, nu 
merals , it and 2 denote the bases of three 
individual tray units, adapted to be superimposed 
upon one another, and from which bases extend, 
respectively, standards 3, 4 and 5. In Figs. 1, 
3 and 5 are illustrated trays 6, 7 and 8, Sup 
ported by all of the standards, which latter are 
connected by a disc-shaped standard-connecting 
member 9, through the medium of individual 
tray-attaching means 20. Passing through the 
center of standard-connecting member 9 is a 
screw 2, which is long enough to pass through 
all of the trays in their nested position and en 
gages with its threaded end a central threaded 
aperture in member 9. 

It will be observed that all individual tray 
attaching screws 20 are provided With enlarge 
ments or heads with smooth top surfaces which 
are adapted to serve as supports for all of the 
nested trays. When the units are used individ 
ually the trays are attached by means of a single 
screw 20 passing through the central tray aperture 
and engaging an internally threaded ferrule Se 
cured at the free end of the standards, in the 
manner shown in Fig. 6. 
Referring to Figs. 1 and 4, it will be observed 

that the lowermost base has no aperture, that 
base if intended to be superimposed upon base 10 
is provided with an aperture to accommodate 
standard 3 of base 0, and that base 2 is pro 
vided with two apertures to accommodate stand 
ard 3 of base 0 and standard 4 of base . 

Operatively secured to standards 4 and 5 are 
covers 22 adapted to overlay the apertures pro 
vided for the passage of standards 3 and 4. It 
will be observed that tray 6, which is the lower 
most tray shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 5, is somewhat 
smaller than trays T and 8, and that tray 
is inverted and overlays tray 6. 

It will also be noted that I have illustrated only 
three units comprising the combination Serving 
device. It is obvious however that more or less 
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units may be employed with similarly effective 
results. 
The device is intended to be fabricated from 

inexpensive material Such as wood, although pa 
pier-mâché, plastic, metal or any other suitable 
material may be employed. Attaching screws 20 
and 2 are preferably knurled at their peripheries 
so that they may be handled readily by unskilled 
persons without the use of tools. 
In order to separate the units and render them 

individually useful, the only thing which is neces 
sary is to remove screw 2, lifting the trays off 
the heads of Screws 20, removing Screws 20, there 
by freeing disc or standard-connecting member 
9 and removing the latter. Following the re 
moval of the disc the individual units are now 
separated from one another by lifting first the 
uppermost unit, thereupon the next and so on 
until the lowermost unit is left. Now the indi 
vidual trays are secured to the individual stand 
ards by Screws 20. In order to facilitate the inter 
connection of the standards by disc 9 so that the 
nested trays will assume a fairly horizontal posi 
tion, it is necessary to vary the length of the 
standards. Thus standard 3 will be the longest, 
standard f4 the next shorter one, and the shortest 
will be standard f5. Thus when the device is dis 
assembled into individual units, the lowermost 
unit will be the tallest and the uppermost unit 
the shortest. 
While I have illustrated specific forms of my 

device, be it understood that variations and im 
provements may be incorporated therein, with 
out departing from the underlying principle of my 
invention, as expressed in the annexed claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a serving table combination, a plurality 

of interengaged units, each unit consisting of a 
base, a standard and a tray, the trays and bases 
of all units being nested with one another, while 
their Standards are in parallel relation to each 
other, in that the bases of the upper units are 
adapted to facilitate the passage therethrough of 
the standards of the lower units, means for at 
taching the trays individually to their intended 
standards, When the units are separated, said 
means serving as supports for the nested trays, 
and other means for connecting all standards 
with each other and for securing the trays of all 
units in their nested position to the connected 
Standards. 

2. In a serving table combination as per claim 
1, the lowermost unit having the longest stand 
ard, the bases of the Superimposed units having 
apertures for the reception of the standards of 
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4. 
the units below them, and means provided with 
the bases of the units having apertures for COver 
ing these apertures when the units are used 
individually. 

3. In a serving table combination as per claim 
1, the trays of all units having central apertures, 
said means for individually attaching trays to 
their intended standards comprising threaded 
members with enlarged heads adapted to pass 
with their threaded portion. through the tray ap 
ertures and to engage the upper free ends of the 
standards when the units are to be used individ 
ually, the heads of the members being enlarged 
and are adapted to serve as tray supports, when 
the units are interengaged and their trays are 
held in nested position and when they are secured 
in that position to the connected Standards. 

4. In a serving table combination as per claim 
1, Said other means for connecting the standards 
and for Securing to them the nested trays com 
prising a plate having apertures for the passage 
therethrough of Said individual tray attaching 
means, and a central threaded aperture, and a 
threaded member adapted to engage the threads 
of the central aperture and to pass through all 
of the nested trays. 

5. In a serving table combination, a plurality 
of individual, interengaged units having nested 
bases and trays, the latter having central aper 
tures, standards of different length extending 
from the bases and having means at their upper 
ends for receiving an individual tray-attaching 
element, when the units are used separately, the 
base of the lowermost unit having the longest 
standard, the bases of the other units having ap 
ertures for accommodating the standards of the 
units below then, means associated with all ap 
ertured bases for covering their apertures when 
not in use, individual tray-attaching elements 
for each unit adapted to pass through the central 
aperture of a tray and to engage the upper end 
of a standard, when the units are used individ 
ually, a connecting element for all standards of 
the interengaged units, means for securing the 
nested trays by way of their central apertures to 
said connecting element for the standards, said 
element having a central aperture and other ap 
ertures col'responding in number and location to 
that of the Standards, said other apertures serv 
ing for accommodating said individual tray at 
taching elements, which latter support the nested 
trays, Said central aperture being engaged by said 
Securing means for the nested trays. 

ALAN R. FERGUSSON. 


