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To aid, whom it may concern. . 
Be it known that I, GEORGE P. LEROUX, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Con 
neaut, in the county of Ashtabula and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Nut-Locks; and I do declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, which form 
a part of this specification. 
The invention relates to nut-locks wherein 

the bottom of the nut is locked to a fixed base 
plate by a pawl or detent on the plate and a 
ratchet on the under side of the nut. 
The invention consists in means by which 

a Wrench may unlock and remove the nut in 
an easy and convenient way, as hereinaftre 
described. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective 
view showing the invention applied; Fig. 2, a 
top plan view of the base-plate; Fig. 3, a bot 
tom view of the nut, and Fig. 4 a perspective 
view of a suitable wrench; Fig. 5, a detail per 
spective of a single plate or washer. 

In the drawings, A represents the board or 
plate to be secured; B, a screw-bolt with an 
irregular neck to prevent it from turning; C, 
a polygonal nut, and D a wrench by which . 
the nut may be unlocked and taken off. E represents my base-plate or tongued 
washer, which is made of thin spring metal 

excised in the shape shown, so as to have one 
or more wings e. A right-angled excision is 
made in the plate, so as to form the upturned 
detent edge e', which is integral with the wing 
e, so that when the wrench pushes down the 
wing the detent will also be depressed and 
disengaged from a tooth in the ratchet cat 
the bottom of the nut C. This ratchet does 
not extend from the periphery of the nut to 
the bolt-hole thereof, but is made on the 
flange c', which extends about the bottom of 
the nut. 
Where a single nut is to be locked, I use 

teatse to secure the plate fast; but where two 
or more nuts are employed and the plates are 
connected by integral strips this is not neces 
Sary. 
I am aware that nuts have been ratcheted 

on the bottom and prevented from being 
turned back by a pawl or detent on a fixed 
washer; but . . 
What I claim as new is-- 
A nut having a subjacent ratchet on a 

flange c' and a base plate E with a spring-fin 
gere having integral there with the detent e 
situated between the said plate and outer por 

ition of the finger as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
GEORGE P. LEROUX. 

Witnesses: 
S. B. ATWOOD, 
ERNEST THOMPSON. 
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