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To all whou it may concern:

Be it known that 1, WASHBURN PLABODY, of |

Orono, in the county of Penobscot and State of
Maine, have invented eertainnew and useful Iin-

provements in Axes; and I hereby declare the’
following to be a full, dear, and exact descrip- |

tion of my invention, which will enable others to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing forming a part of this
specification, in which— T ;

Figure 1 shows a side view of my invention.
Tig. 2, a section; Fig. 3, a back view; Tig. 4, a

view of a-marking-iron to be attached. . Plate 2.
shows a side-elevation of my ax with the rule or

measure and marking-iron actachinent.

© . Same letters show like parts. k
In the ax now in-use the eye is made to ¢lin foy

closely to the handle, and by constant use the

sharp edges are liable to worl into and score the

handle, causing it to break off close to the head.

When the hattis fastened by a wedge in the usual

manner and breaks, the part remaining in the
head of the ax has to be eut ont at the cost of
much time and labor, )

To overcome these disadvantages and to ren-
der the ax more serviceable and useful in other
ways—which willbeexplained hereafter—are the
objects of my invention. ' .

To prevent the cutting and weakening of-the
Irandle by the sharp edge of thie eye I canse said

eye to be made flaving outwardly at the edgeto-
ward the handle, so that it does not come in con-.

tact with it. T also cover the handle with sheet
metal extending from its lower extremity, which
enters the eye, to a eonvenient distance up the
handle. This serves the double purpose of preé-

-venting any splitting of the handle and keeping

it from wearing out by striking against the wood
to be eut or split. It also secures the hatttothe
head of the ax in.an improved manuer, viz., by
running a screw through it countersuuk upon
oue side of the head, and entering a lole pire-
pared with a thread to receive it in the other.
In casethe hiandle breaks this screw can be taken
vut, the handle withdrawn, and another substi-
tuted, without loss of time. ,
As a further improvement, which adds to the
utility of my fnvention, I.tap a serew-hole in the
back of the ax-head, in which may be inserted
for use other tools which ‘may be conveniently
employed in this connection, as, for example, a
marking-iron, when logs are being prepared for

the murket. The ax can be used to remove the
bark from the log and the marking-iron attaclied
to the back of it to score the desired mark.

- I also-coutemnplate attaching a rule or measure

-to the handle of the ax, or scoring said handie so

that it will serve as a measuring-rod. Then the
surveyor, by inserting the marking-iron in the
nmanner described, has all hisinstruments united

“in convenient form, making his measarements

with the rule or measure on the handle, remov-
ing.the bark with the edge of the ax, and scoring
the proper marks upon thelog with the markin o-
iron, thus accomplishing by one what has been
herctofore done Ly three tools, and enabling one
man to do the work now done by two or more.

A pick is another tool which can be attached
to the back, as described, and be of great use in
many cases, and by this means the transporta-
tion of a sepuarate instrument is saved; and many
othersmight be mentioned which the screwtapped
in the poll of the dx would make it possible to
attacly, to the great advantage of the user,

By reference to the drawing my invention will
be readily understood. Tig. I, at a, shows a side
view of my improved ax. At b is the screw se-
curing the handle. ¢ shows the metal surround-
ing the end of the handley, and 4 a pick attached
to the back of the axthead, as described, the
screw-being shown in dotted lines. At ig. 2
the various parts are shown by the sameletters,
and also. the Hlare of the eye of the ax at ¢, and

‘the thread in the eye which receives the screw

at . - Fig. 3 shows the back of the ax-head with
the hole for-the reception of the removable tools

at k. In this figure, also, the metal ¢ is shown -
as fastened to the handie by being laced with
wireonthe back, (seed,) butitcanalso be soldered
or otherwise secured.  Fig. 4 shows a marking-

-iron which can be screwed into the hole & when
-desired, and plate 2 shows this screwed in place,

and also the measure attached tothe handle of
the ax. In this case it is scored upon said han-
dle, making it a kind of measuring-rod. - (See k.)

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— _

The improved ax as herein ‘described, and for
the purposes set forth.

: WASHBURN PEABODY.,

‘Witnesses:
WM. FRANKLIN SEAVET,
JH. D, FALLET.




