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UNITED STATES
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PaTENT OFFICE,

JOSEPH WILSON, OF DUARTE, CALIFORNIA.

FRUIT-GATHERER.

\

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No: 760,048, dated May 17 ,1904. .
Application filed June 1, 1908, Serial No, 169,603, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepa WiLsonw, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Duarte,
in the county of Lios Angeles and State of
California, have invented new and useful Tm-
provements in Froit-Gatherers, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to fruit-gathering
bags of the class wherein the bottom of the
bag is open and held up to form a closure-
flap to close the bottom of the bag while the
latter is being filled, but may be let down
when desired to allow the contents of the
bag to fall out through the open bottom.

- An object of this invention is to improve
such bags by providing a better construction
of frame, making provisions for greater
strength, and for keeping the mouth of the
bagrigidly open and the bottom tightly closed
and evenly balanced while the bag is in use,
also to provide for holding the bag in a well-
balanced and comfortable position.

Another object is to give a better form to
the bag and make the open end thereof firm
and of asmooth and convenient external form,
at the sametime providing unobtrusive means
for fastening the supports of the bag, also for
providing a larger ‘opening while the bag is

‘in use, so that the fruit can be more readily

deposited therein by the gatherer.
Another object is durability and protection

. against wear and provision for an easy rest

against the body of the picker.

The accompanying drawings illustrate the
invention.

Figure 1 is a view of the invention as it ap-
pears in use by an orange-picker. Fig. IT is
a vertical mid-section of the fruit-gatherer.
Fig. II1 is adetached detail view of the mouth-
frame of the bag. Fig. IV is a detached
view of wire at the bottom of the bag. A
fragment of the closing connection is also
shown.

1 indicates the bag, which may be made of
any suitable fabricor flexible material. Atthe
top of the bag is provided a frame 2, which
is adapted to hold the mouth of the bag open
toallow the fruit to be deposited conveniently
therein, which frame, as shown more fully in
Fig. 111, is desirably formed of wire of suf-

ficient stiffness, bent into approximately ree-
tangular shape with the outer side bowed out-
wardly.. In order to form the frame of a
single piece of wire and at the same time
form eyes for attachment of the suspending
devices, the said wire is bent or looped ateach
of the corners of the frame to form eyes 3,
the ends of the wire being formed with eyes
33, which are engaged with one another to
complete the rectangular frame. Theeyes 3,
that serve for attachment of the suspension
devices, are turned inwardly of the frame
thereof to reduce to a minimum the leverage
exerted on the frame by the weight of the
fruit in the bag. At the outer or bowed side
of the frame 2 it is desirably provided with a
reinforcing-wire 4, which ispreferablysecured
solely to the front side of the frame by beéing
bound to the main wire 2 by suitable bind-
ings 5, of wire or other appropriate material.
A brace 6 is looped at 7 around the rear side
of part of the wire frame 2, and extends for-
wardly directly across the mouth of the bag
at the mid-length of said mouth, being at its
forward end looped sround the front portion
of the wire frame 2 and then further bent to
form a hook 8. In order to prevent lateral
shifting of this wire brace 6 and hold it ap-
proximately centrally of the mouth of -the
bag, I prefer to form the wire 2 at the center
of the front of the bag with a depressed loop
or bend 9, through which the said wire 6 ex-
tends or is looped.  The mouth of said loop
is closed and guarded by the reinforcing-piece
4, so that the suspending means within said
loop cannot be displaced. =

The suspension device (indicated at 10 in
Fig. 1) has suitable hooks or eyes 11, engag-
ing in the eyes 8 aforesaid to support the
frame 2. Said suspension device may be of
any suitable character, as its special construc-
tion forms no part of ‘my present invention.

The mouth of the upper end of the bag 11is
looped over the frame 2 and secured thereon
by any suitable means, such as by bonds or
edge strips 12 of leather or other suitable
material fastened by rivets 18, which pass
through said strips or bonds and through the
fabric of the bag below the frame 2.

A shield or bearing-piece 14 of leather or
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other suitable material is fastened, as by rivets
15, to the rear side of the mouth of the bag
in such manner that when the bag is sluncr
into position this shield or bearing-piece will
come against the wearer’s body fmd distribute
more evenlv the weight or pressure of the bag.

My invention is partlculally intended for

use in connection with bags which have an_

open bottom through Whlch the fruit may be
discharged, such bottom being held closed
when the baO“ is being filled by foldlna up the
lower portion of the bag against the Front of
the bag and suspending it from the upper por-
tion. Tn order to effectually close the bottom
of the bag in this manner, especially when the
bag is full and the bottom lowered to the po-
sition for greatest capacity, it is necessary to
provide means for holdmor the closure edge or
lip of the discharge-opening extended later—
ally, so as to prevent it from bulging out or
being distorted under the weight of the fruit,
and thereby forming openings through Whlch
some of the fruit may passout. I prowde for
this purpose a stiffening and closing wire 16,
which extends along and is secured.to the bot-
tom edge of the bag at the rear side thereof—
that is, the side next the user—and is bent at its
ends to -form eyes 17 for facilitating attach-
mentto the bag, rivets 18 being passed through
the bonds 19 and through these eves and bonds
At each side of its center and intermediate its
ends this stiffening and closing wire is formed
with eyes 20 for attachment of the suspension
device 21, consisting of a chain attached at its
upper end to the frame 2 of the bag and hav-
ing any desirable number of eyes 22, that may
be caught on the hook 8 atoresaid to raise the
bottom of the bag more or less, as may be de-
sired. . By providing the two eyes 20 on each
side of the center of this stiffening and closing
wire I prevent any sagging. or tilting of the
closing end of the bag to one side or the other,
which I find to be an important desideratum,
since attachment to the. center of this wire
only is liable to result in the closing end of
the bag falling down to one side or the other
in such manner as to cause considerable in-
convenience and even to allow the. fruit, to es-
cape.

What T claim, and desne to secure by Let-
ters Patent of ‘the United States, is— v

1. A frame for the mouth of a fruit-gath-
ering bag formed of a bent wire with a loop
in the wire along the side of. the frame, sus-
pension means supported by said loop and a
reinforcing-piece bound to said wire on that
side of the frame, and closing the mouth of
said loop.

2. In a fruit- cr‘Ltheuno b‘lg. a wire bent to
form a frame 101 the mouth of the bag, a brace
extending across the frame and connected to
the sides thereof, and suspension means con-

necting the bottom of the bag with said brace.’

8. Inafruit-gathering bag, a brace extend-
ing across the mouth of the bag and connected
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to the sides thereof, a hook connected to said
brace and suspension means connecting the
bottom of the bag with said hook.

4, A fruit-gathering bag comprising a sus-
pension device, a frame having inturned eyes
at its corners connected to said suspension de-
vice, a brace extending between and secured
to the front and rear sides of said frame at
substantially the mid-length thereof and a bag
supported on said frame.

5. A fruit-gathering bag comprising a frame
at the top of the bag, a brace extending across
the mouth of the bag, and secured to the sides
thereof, and having a hook: formed thereon,
closing means for the bottom of the bag, and
suspending means connected to said closing
means and to the hook.

6. Inafruit-gatherer, an open -ended r ecep—
tacle, the lower “end of which is adapted to be
folded up against the front to close said end,

a wire extending across the lower end of the

rearside of the receptacle and secured thereto,
and means secured to said wire on each side
of its middle and adapted to be detachably se-
cured to the top of the receptacle in front.

7. Inafruit-gatherer, an open-ended recep-
tacle, the lower end of which is adapted to be
folded up against the front to close said end,
a wire extending across the lower end of the
rear side of the receptacle and secured there-
to, and provided with two eyes, one on each
side of the middle of the wire and each eye
projecting forward in the line of the length
of the receptacle, and a chain secured to s‘ud
eyes at one end and adapted to be adjuetablv
secured to the top of the receptacle in front.

8. Inafruit-gatherer, an open-ended recep-
tacle, the lower end of which is adapted to be
folded up against the front to close said end,
a wire e‘{tendlnd across the lower end of the
rear side of the reeeptacle each end of which
is provided with an eye and having two in-
termediate eyes, one on each side of the mid-
dle of the wire, bonds over said wire and the
edge of the. receptacle, a rivet through the
eye and the bond at each end of the wire, and
a chain secured to the intermediate eyes at
one end and adapted to be adjustably secured

-to the top of the receptacle in front.

9. A frame for the mouth of a fruit-gath-
ering bag formed of a bént wire with a loop
in the wire, a brace ha,vmop -one end fastened
in said loop and a reinforcing-piece bound to
the frame in position to close the open side of
said loop.

Intestimony whereof T havesigned my name
to this specification, in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses, at Los Angeles, in the
county ot Los Angelesand State of California,
this 23d day of May 1903.

J OSEPH WILSON

Witnesses:
-~ ArTHUR P. KN16HT,
- JuLtia TOwWNSEND.
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