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Claim, (C. 2-18) 
In the building arts it is often desirable to pro 

vide a building structure with a facing which Will 
simulate brick ortile, ornatural or artificial stone, 
Or others assembled building blocks or units, this 
facing being applied as a veneer to the existing 
Walls of a building. 
Various proposals have been advanced for ac 

complishing this purpose, all of which proposals 
are open to inherent disadvantages, either - in 
construction or in the manner of application. 
They are usually comparatively complicated in 
Construction; they are difficult to apply; they are 
Subject to Weather conditions, some of them be 
coming buckled and distorted under the influence 
of heat and cold and moisture; they are compara 
tively short-lived Without repairat comparatively 
frequently frequent intervals, tending to become 
detached from the base to which they are secured, 
if the securing means be mails, since intime such 
rust, if made ofiron, orbecome displaced through. 
othertypes of corrosion if the securing means 
be of non-ferrous metals; and there is always 
present the Weathering influences due tomoisture, 
sunlight, wind, and the like. 
The present invention provides a wall con 

struction Which may be applied to any type of 
foundation as a veneer therefor, whether such 
foundation be of wood, brick, stucco, orany other 

i material, Which Will closely simulate assembled 
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brick, while being of utmost simplicity to apply, 
Which Will be substantially wholly proof against 
Weathering influences, as it provides a continuous 
and uninterrupted surface to the elements, and 
Which Will be bonded to the foundation so as to 
last indefinitely without necessitating repairs. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide such a Wall plate or unit which closely 
resembles a building brick, and which is adapted 
to be cementedorotherwise bonded to a support 
ing wall structure, regardless of the material of 
the supporting structure. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

Such a wall plate or unit which is reversible, is 
substantially rectangular in shape, and which is 
rabbeted along One of the longsides andalong one 
of the contiguous short sides, so that the plates 
When assembled may produce What is known as a 
rake joint between the plates, or When reversed, 
to presenta fiush joint therebetween, the individ 
ual plates having applied to them along their 
edges suitable coloring materialto simulate mora 
tarlines. 
Asti further object of the invention isto pro 

vide such a Wall plate which may be made in a 
variety of colors or tints, so that the appearance 

of various artistic brick Work designs, such as art 
brick designs, may be madethereWith. 

Further objects and advantages of the present 
construction Will become apparent as the de 
scription proceeds, and the features of noVelty 
Will be pointed out in particularity in the ap 
pended claim. 

In general, the present invention provides an 
improved Wall construction Which is adapted to be 
applied as a veneering or covering to a founda- 0 
tion Wall of any material, it comprises assembled, 
non-interlocking plates which are bonded to the 
foundation wall by a suitable composition Water 
proofing elastic gum cement, which is Waterproof 
and Weatherproof, and of Which there are several 
kinds on the market. This cement is applied by 
a troWel or the like to the foundation wall, either 
directly, if the foundation is a solid Wall such as 
stucco, tile, or the like, or if the foundation is of 
WOOd, then, preferably by means of an intermedi- 20 
ate fibrous sheathing suitably tacked or otherWise 
Secured to the foundation. 
The layer of cementis applied sufficiently thick 

to enable the Wall plates to be embeddedtherein 
and to be retained accurately in position by the 25 
cement during the course of the setting or stiffen 
ing of the cement, the wall plates being assembled 
in off-set relation so that their simulated mortar 
lines will give the appearance of a standard brick 
Wall. 
The individual wall platesmay be made of any 

Suitable material Such as glass, clay, cement, as 
bestos fber, slate surface composition or the like, 
the particles of Which may be bondeditogetherby 
pressure and a suitable bonding agent, as is well 85 
known in theart, or by molding and firing. 
The invention Will be more readilyunderstood 

by reference to the accompanying drawing, in 
Which - 
I Fig. 1 represents an elevation of the plates of 40 
the present invulntion, the view showing the rab 
beted face of the plate, 

Fig. la represents a vertical sectional view of 
the plate of Fig. 1, the view being taken on the 
line fa-ia of Fig. 3, looking in the direction of 45 
the arrOWS. V V 

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the plate of Fig. 1, 
showing the reverse or plane side of the plate, 
which is also illustrated as being inverted With 
reference to the plate of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 2a is a vertical sectional view on the line 
2a-2a of Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the 
arrows, v 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary elevation of a Wall 
structure embodying the present invention, parts 
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beingbroken away to indicate the manner of as 
Sembling the structure on a Wooden foundation. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional elevation 
taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3, looking in the 
direction of the arrows, and showing the initial 
stages of the wall construction, prior to the appli 
cation of the wall plates, 

Fig., 5 is a fragmentary sectional elevation 
taken on the line 55 of Fig. 3, showing the plates 
applied to a wall with their rabbeted faces dis 
posed Outwardly to forma wall structure having 
“rakeº joints between the individual blocks, 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but showing 
the places reversed and inverted with respect to 
the plates of Fig. 3, to forma wall having flush 
joints between the units, the view showing also 
the manner of applying the plates of the inven 
tion to a base made of stucco, bricks, or the like, 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentarysectional elevation taken 
On the line 7-7 of Fig. 6, looking in the directio 
of the arrows. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
A represents a structural Wall plate, Which may 
be of approximately the length and width of a 
standard brick, and which may be composed of 
any suitable-material such as glass, clay, cement, 
asbestOS fiber, slate surface composition, or the 
like, Which are made in any suitable well-known 
manner. As Will be seen, the plate is of substan 
tially rectangular form, having long sides 8 an 
Il and the short sides 3 and f5. 
One edge of a long side, for instanceside II, is 

rabbetedas indicated at 19, which rabbeting is 
continued along the contiguous short edge of the 
short side 5, as is designated at 2, so that the 
rabbeting Will extend continuousy half way 
around the periphery of the plate A on the face 
7 thereof. Therefore, when the plates A are 
assembled in a Wall structure as shown in Figs. 
3 and5, so that the rabbeted edges face outwardy 
andare off-set as shown in Fig. 3, the rabbeted 
edges give the effect of a rake joint between the 
plates A. 
In order to increase the ornamental effect of 

the wall, and to give the appearance of a con 
struction made of standard building bricks, the 

i rabbeted edges i 9 and 2 may be dipped into a 
suitable fluid coloring material of a contrasting 
color to that of the plate, so that the edges 9 
and 2 will have the effect of mortarlines ap 
plied thereto; and this dipping may be made to 
eXtend also on the reverse side 20 of the plate, 
as designated at 23 and 25, so that When the 
plates are assembled soasto produce flush joints 
24 therebetween, as illustrated in Figs. 6 and , 
these colored portions 23 and 25 will also simulate 
mortarlines on the planeside of the plate. 
Ashas beenpointed out previously, in orderto 

forma veneeredi wall structure when the founda 
tion Wall 27 is Wooden, it is preferableto place 
a layer of fibrous sheathing 29 thereover, which 
sheathing may be made of asbestos, or otherin 
sulating material, whichissecured to the founda 
tion wall 27 by nails or the like 3, which maybe 
prOVided With the usua metal caps commony 
employed in laying paper sheathing, for holding 
the paper in place without tearing. o 
i To this sheathing 29 is applied a layer of 
Waterproofing elastic gum cement 33, which may 
be purchased in the open market under various 

º trade names. Such cementis sufficiently soft 

2,08,805 
to bespread with a troweI, and when applied Wii 
penetrate into the pores of the sheathing 29 and 
becomes bonded thereto during the setting and 
stiffening of the cement. As applied, the cement 
33 is viscous and tacky, so that the plates As 
when embedded in the cement layer 33 are held 
in place by the cement until the latter sets. 
When the plates are off-set with the rabbeted 
edges facing outwardly, as shown in Fig. 3, the 
structure presents the appearance of a conven-o 
tional brick wall having rake joints between the 
bricks; but it is a more durable structure than 
the usual brick wall, as the cementi layer 33 is 
Water-proof and Weather-proof, as well as the 
plates themselves, whereas in the usualbrick wall 5 
construction the mortar and the bricks are per 
viousto the elements, especially the mortar Which 
is frequenty quite porous and soft. 

It Will be apparent from the drawing that the 
plates of the present invention are reversible, 2O 
and When applied With the rabbeted edges turned 
inwardly instead of outwardly, as illustrated, for 
example, in Figs. 6 and 7, so as to present the 
plane surface 20 outwardly, there is produced the 
appearance of a fiush-jointed brick wall; and 25 
while this arrangement of the plates A may be 
utilized Where the foundation is Wooden just as 
Well as the arrangement shown in Fig. 3, for pur 
poses of illustration the drawing shows it as 
being used in connection with a stucco founda- 80 
tion 3, in Which event the intermediate sheath 
ing 29 of Fig. 3 may be omitted, as the stucco or 
tile or concrete foundation 3Tissufficientlyporous 
for the cement layer 33 to bond itself directly S 
thereto; and the colored margins 23 and 25 Will 3 
simulate the mortarlines of a conventional brick 
Wall. 

It will be seen therefore that the present in 
vention enables the remodeling of the walls of 
frame or stucco housesso as to give the appear- 40 
ance of a brick Wall of a selected standard ap 
pearance without necessitating the expensive op 
eration of adding a complete outer wall with a 
separate foundation, while enabling, full con 
formity to building regulations relating to the 45 
Weight and thickness of the material forming the 
additional Wall; and the present construction pre 
sents all of the elements of economy, artistry and 
permanence. 
Having thus described my invention what I 5 

claim as neWis: • 
A reversible building unit consisting of an in 

dividual plate simulating a standard building 
brick, and Which may be of approximately the 
length and Width of a standard brick, the Said 
plate comprising a body having Substantially 
rectangular faces, a long edge of one face and 
an adiacent short edge of the same face being 
provided with a rabbet extending continuousy 
around half of the periphery of the Said face, and 60 
an area of color contrasting With that of the 
plate extending Over the rabbeted edges and On 
opposite faces of the plate to simulate mortar . 
lines, Whereby the plate When assembled With 
similarplates in a Wallstructure With the rabbeted 
face outward presents the appearance of a, stand 
ard brick Wall having Irake joints betWeera the 
plates, while when assembled with the opposite 
faces of the plates outward presents the appear 
ance of a flush-jointed Wall. 
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