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[571 ABSTRACT

A comb or like grooming implement has a back and
generally paralle]l integral teeth each of a rounded
cross-section which is at least as wide as it is thick. A
preferred cross-section is circular, and such circular
teeth with an inner portion of greater diameter than a
(preferably tapered) outer portion, and with a smooth
transition region, are preferred. Such combs are more
resistant to breakage and more effective in combing
difficult hair.

6 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure
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1
GROOMING IMPLEMENT

This invention relates to a grooming implement and
more particularly to a comb. It has particular applica-
bility to a comb suitable for combing very resistant or
difficult hair, such as hair of negroid characteristics.

For the avoidance of doubt, in this specification the
terminology used in describing a hair comb or hair pick
is as follows:

A comb or pick has a plurality of teeth protruding
from and usually integral with a back portion; if placed
vertically with teeth downwards and visible, its length
lies in the horizontal transverse direction, its width lies
in the vertically transverse direction and thickness lies
in the direction of observation.

The teeth, considered individually, have length in the
vertically transverse direction, width in the horizontally
transverse direction and thickness, as before, in the di-
rection of observation.

Combs generally have teeth of a flattened cross-
section with the major axis of the section extending
along the thickness of the comb. If the comb is used for
combing particularly difficult hair there is a tendency
for teeth to be splayed apart, and by virtue of the shape
of the teeth there is tendency for them to break from
the back portion of the comb. Such breaking is progres-
sive since it provides a space into which adjacent teeth
can bend. Another disadvantage of providing teeth of
a flattened configuration is that the more or less sharp
edges of such teeth can exert a crimping effect on hair
especially if the comb passes other than straight past
the hair. Again this leads to difficulties with certain
types of hair.

These disadvantages are overcome according to the
present invention, which consists of a comb with a plu-
rality of teeth integral with an extending from the back
along mutually parallel axes, each tooth having a cross-
section which is non-flattened and of a rounded config-
uration.

This non-flattened cross-section will usually be at
least as wide as it is thick and may either be square with
rounded corners, or be of an essentially circular cross
section.

In a particularly advantageous form of the present in-
vention the comb has teeth the inner portions of the
length of which (i.e., those portions near the back)
have a substantially circular cross section and the outer
portions of which have a substantially circular cross
section of smaller average diameter, with a smooth
transition region between the portions. Preferably the
inner portions of the teeth are substantially cylindrical
and the outer portions are somewhat tapered to a blunt
point.

It is particularly envisaged according to the present
invention to provide such a comb which is of strong
construction. For example, it is envisaged to provide a
comb having a handle portion, integral with, and gener-
ally aligned with the back portion the width of the han-
dle being from % to 1% times the width of the back por-
tion of the comb and preferably being between % and
1% times the average length of the teeth.

Such a handle can if preferred be provided with a
smooth hook, at the end remote from the teeth, to pro-
vide an improved grip on the handle and for conve-
nience of the user.

While it is not desired to limit the broad scope of the
invention to any particular construction of comb, it will
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generally be found suitable to provide a rather short
array of teeth, for example from 2 to 6 inches in length.
Preferably there will be from five teeth to two teeth per
inch length, and where two portions of different cross-
sections are provided for the teeth it is preferred for the
larger cross section to be from three-sixteenths to five-
sixteenths of an inch and the smaller to be from one-
eighth to three-sixteenths of an inch. It is valuable if the
clearance between the thicker portions of the teeth is
approximately equal to the average cross section of the
thinner portions of the teeth, and vice versa.

One particular embodiment of comb according to the
invention will be described with reference to the single
FIGURE of accompanying drawing which is a general
view of such a comb.

The comb as shown in the drawings is a integral body
of synthetic plastic material with a relatively heavy han-
dle portion 1, a back portion 2, and a plurality of teeth
3.

The handle 1 can be provided with a suitable hook 4
and with ornamentation as desired at this hook end.
The teeth 3 are each circular in cross section. They
each consist of an inner portion 34 and an outer portion
3b, of smaller average diameter than the inner portion
and joined to it by a smooth transition region 3c. In the
embodiment shown there is a slight taper upon the
teeth of the comb at the outer portion 3b and they ter-
minate in a smooth rounded point 3d. The ends of the
comb 5 are also suitably rounded so as to be free from
sharp crimping edges.

In use the comb can be pulled vertically through the
hair or can be laid at an angle in the hair and gently
teased forward. A comb of this heavy duty construction
does not readily break. and the rounded smooth con-
figuration of teeth ensures that difficult hair, and more
especially negroid hair, can be gently combed into the
required position without additional crimping action
over any sharp edges.

Various modifications may be made in the invention.

What I claim is:

1. A hair grooming device comprising a back and a
plurality of teeth formed integrally with the back and
extending therefrom along mutually parallel axes, each
tooth exhibiting: an inner portion of circular cross-
section; an outer portion of circular cross-section of a
smaller diameter than that of said inner portion; and a
smooth transition region between said inner and said
outer portions. .

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said inner
portion of each tooth is substantially cylindrical and
said outer portion of each tooth is tapered to a blunt
point at its outer end.

3. The device as claimed in claim 1 including a han-
dle formed integrally with said back and projecting lon-
gitudinally therefrom.

4. A hair grooming device comprising a back and a
plurality of teeth formed integrally with the back and
extending therefrom along mutually parallel axes, all of
said teeth being in a common plane, each tooth exhibit-
ing: an inner portion of circular cross-section; an outer
portion of circular cross-section of a smaller diameter
than that of said inner portion; and a smooth transition
region between said inner and said outer portions.

5. A device as claimed in claim 4 wherein said inner
portion of each tooth is substantially cylindrical and
said outer portion of each tooth is tapered to a blunt
point at its outer end.

6. A device as claimed in claim 4 including a handle
formed integrally with said back and projecting longitu-

dinally therefrom.
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