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HOUSTON ELECTRIC COMPANY, OF CONNECTICUT. 
SOCKET FOR IN CANDESCENT LAMPS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 501,205, dated July 11, 1898. 
Application filed June 27, 1892, 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AXELEKSTRöM, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Lynn, 
county of Essex, State of Massachusetts, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Sockets for Incandescent Lamps, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention is an improvement in sock 

ets for incandescent lamps, and is particularly 
applicable to incandescent lamps intended 
for use out of doors, such as street lamps in a 
municipal system, or any incandescent lamp 
which is used or located in places where it 
is exposed to rain or moisture, as in mines, 
tunnels, and certain mills. 
One of the chief objects of the invention is 

to avoid the use of the screws which are usu 
ally employed to secure the base to the shell. 
These screws are very apt to be dropped and 
lost in working about the socket, and the 
screw holes leave openings through which wa 
ter can enter the Socket and injure the insu 
lation, provoking short-circuits, and causing 
corrosion of the metal. The invention avoids 
all of these difficulties by avoiding the neces 
sity of using screws, Moreover there is ob 
tained a very simple mechanical structure 
which is easily wired up. 

In the drawings Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of the base. Fig. 2 is a similar view of 
the contact carrying piece. Fig. 3 is a simi 
lar view of the inclosing shell, and Fig. 4 is a 
central longitudinal section of the base and 
part of the shell. 
The socket consists of three parts, a base 

B, a contact carrying piece A and a shell C. 
The base B has a central threaded opening 
by which it can be screwed to an iron or other 
pipe through which the lead wires are carried. 
It is provided with a flange B' having a screw 
thread at S which can be engaged by the 
threads S of the shell C. The base B has a 
raised portion D on its inner side, non-circu 

45 
lar in shape So as to prevent the contact car 
rying piece from rotating, as hereinafter de 
scribed. The contact carrying piece A con 
sists of a supporting piece X on the lamp side 
of which are lamp terminals O, O', the former 
being the ordinary screw terminal to which 
the lamp is attached, and the latter a bent 
spring forming a rubbing terminal. Above 
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the support X and attached thereto by brack 
ets P is a separate piece F recessed at D' to 
match the raised portion D on the base and 
of such size that the edge of the shell C bears 55 
against it as seen in Fig. 4 clamping the con 
tact carrying piece in place when the parts 
are together. Between the pieces F and X is 
left an open place where are situated the line 
contacts as indicated at T. The shell Chas a 6o 
screw thread E at its upper end which takes 
into the thread S on the base, and as already 
described holds the different parts in place. 
As the contact carrying piece is kept from ro 
tation the lamp may be screwed tightly to the 65 
socket without difficulty. It is evident that 
the screw-threads on the base and shell may 
be mutilated or segmentary; or that a bayo 
net joint may be used. Moreover, the piece 
A may be struck up with a recess instead of 7o 
a hole to fit over the projection D. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. An incandescent lamp socket having a 

flanged base, provided with a central non-cir- 75 
cular raised portion or projection D, a contact 
carrying piece having a part F recessed so as 
to fit over the said projection, and a shell 
adapted to be screwed to the base thereby 
clamping the parts together, as described. 

2. An incandescent lamp socket compris 
ing a base, having a central non-circular pro 
jection, a contact carrying piece having a sup 
port X with lamp terminals on one side, and 
a raised piece F held above and away from 85 
the support X and engaging with the projec 
tion upon the base to prevent rotation when 
the parts are in place, and a shell inclosing 
the contact carrying piece clamping the parts 
together by its attachment to the base, as de- 9o 
scribed. 

3. An incandescent lamp socket, compris 
ing a base having a central non-circular pro 
jection, a contact carrying piece adapted to 
fit over said projection, and so hold the said 95 
piece from rotation and a shell adapted to 
clamp said contact carrying piece in place, 
substantially as set forth. 

4. An incandescent lamp socket, compris 
ing a base having a threaded flange, and a cen- Ioo 
tral non-circular projection, a shell screwed 
into said flange, and a contact carrying piece 

  



501,205 

fitting over said projection and so held against 
rotation and having a flange clamped between 
the base and the end of the shell, substan 
tially as described. 

5. A lamp Socket comprising a base having 
a central non-circular projection, a separate 
contact carrying piece having screw and rub 
bing lamp terminal contacts, and matching 
the projection upon the base so as to be held 

against rotation, and a shell screwed to the to 
base and holding the contact carrying piece 
in place, as described. 

In witness whereof I have hereto set my 
hand this 23d day of June, 1892. 

AXEL, EKSTROM. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN W. G. BBONEY, 
BENJAMIN B. HULL. 

  


