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To all othom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CLINTON L, RossITER, 

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing 
in Brooklyn Borough, in the county of 
Kings, city and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Typewriting-Machine Supports, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to means for 

holding a typewriting machine, more par 
ticularly a machine of the so-called portable 
class, for operation thereof on the lap of the 
operator. 
In some instances, as in the Army, where 

often notable can be procured, the use of a 
portable typewriter is difficult. 
To overcome this difficulty, there is de 

vised a lap-board to which the portable 
typewriter is secured, and at the same time 
there are overcome difficulties due to the 
jerky movements of the typewriter carriage. 
This carriage is started and stopped at each 
type-impression, and jars the keys, which 
are independently movable and which are 
easily jarred, tiring and injuring the eyes 
of the user. This difficulty is overcome by 
anchoring the machine to the legs of the 
user, so that he can hold the machine 
rigidly. The anchorage overcomes the tend 
ency of the typewriter to jerk or creep to the 
left due to the sidewise step-by-step move 
ments of the carriage. It also overcomes 
the tendency of the typewriter and lap 
board to jerk or creep to the right. As a 
part of the anchorage for this purpose, there 
is employed a strap upon which the type 
Writer and lap-board hang, the strap en 
circling the trunk of the user and being ad 
justable to secure the positioning of the key 
board relatively to the hands of the user. 
The weight of the typewriter and lap-board 
tend to cause it to slide away from the body, 
this tendency being resisted due to the 
hanging of the typewriter and lap-board 
upon the strap. Thus the typewriter is an 
chored against jerking movement to the 
left and to the right, and also against move 
ment away from the trunk, while the 
weight of the typewriter and board pre 
vents movement towards the trunk of the 
user. While the leg clasps act to prevent 
sidewise creeping or jerking in both direc 
tions by reason of the carriage movements, 
still a typewriting machine is a very live 

Subject, and constantly tends to creep where 
ever it can, and that, owing to its inclined 
position, it will creep and slide downwardly 
away from the user, notwithstanding the leg 
clasps, and hence the anchorage for the ma 
chine includes the trunk straps which pre 
vent such creeping. 
The anchorages comprise detachable de 

vices which are self-locking in slotted plates 
provided upon the edge portions of the lap 
board, so that when the anchorages are re 
moved from the locking slots, the cover of 
the portable typewriter may be set down 
upon the machine and fit closely over the 
edges of the lap-board, to which it is se 
cured in the usual manner, the cover having 
the usual handle so that the whole device is 
similar to a satchel. 
Other features of the invention are the 

provision of holding devices, of the char 
acter mentioned, adjustable laterally to the 
position and lines of the thighs of the oper 
ator; and of holding devices adjustable to 
permit the machine to be held at such dis 
tance from the operator's trunk as may be 
most suitable for writing. 
A further feature of the invention is the 

provision of readily attachable and detach 
able connections for the holding devices, so 
that the machine may be expeditiously and 
in a simple manner placed or removed by 
the operator; and in this connection the in 
vention, in the preferred embodiment there 
of, comprises means whereby the weight of 
the machine, due to the natural tendency of 
the machine to slide forward, serves to main 
tain the correct operating position, and to 
maintain the holding connections in locked 
condition. 
A further feature of the invention is the 

provision of holding devices capable of be 
ing placed with the machine in the usual 
casing, and of means for Securing the holding 
devices in place in the casing, with the ma 
chine, when the machine is not in use. 

Figure 1 is a view, in side elevation, show 
ing the typewriting machine held in place on 
the lap of the operator. 

Figure 2 is a view looking toward the 
operator at the machine, and showing the 
lateral retaining devices. 

Figure 3 is a view, in cross-sectional side 
elevation, through the casing, the machine 
being diagrammatically shown therein and 
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the lateral retaining devices being shown in 
the position in which they are carried wheil 
not in use. 

Figure 4 is a view in cross-section on the 
line 4-4 of Figure 3. - 

Figure 5 is a top plan view of a piece of 
the baseboard, and of the connections of the 
holding devices thereto; the board being 
shown partly in cross-section for clear illus 
tration of certain details of the connections. 

Figure 6 is a view in cross-section. On the 
line 6-6 of Figure 5. 

Figure 7 is a view, in side elevation, of the 
assembly shown in Figure 5. 

in Figures 1 and 2 a portable type Writing 
machine 10, having the tisual letter-feeding 
carriage 10 is shown as secured to the oper'- 
ator 11 by a strap. 12, passing around the 
waist of the operator to prevent the machine 
from sliding forward, and by sheet-metal 
arms 13 which, by engagement. With the 
sides of the operator's legs, prevent lateral 
displacement of the machine. These hold 
ing devices and the means by which they ai'e 
connected to the machine or its support are 
as follows: 
The machine shown is mounted upon and 

fixed to a baseboard 14. As shown in Fig 
ure 6, the baseboard 14 has a peripherai 
flange 15 in which the machine is held. Set 
in countersinks in the botton and sides of 
the baseboard, and secured thereto by Screws 
16, one at each side of the baseboard, are 
angle-pieces or brackets 17, one wing 18 of 
each of which brackets is set in the bottom 
of the baseboard, and the other wing 19 of 
each of which bracets is set in the side of the 
baseboard. The outside faces of the brack 
ets are preferably flush with the faces of the 
baseboard into which they are set. The 
brackets are in opposite sides of the base 
board, and are about centrally thereof, as 
indicated in Figure 1. 

In the horizontal under wing 18 of each 
bracket, is a slot. 20 extending in a direction 
transverse to the baseboard. Above the 
bracket-wing 8 and over the slot 20 is a re 
cess 21 in the baseboard. The recess 21, as 
shown in Figure 5, is wider than the slot 20 
to accommodate the head 22 of the arm or 
retaining device 13 on that side of the base 
board. The head 22 (see Figures 6 and 7) 
is shown at the end of a neck-portion 24 of 
the retaining device, formed by lateral cuts 
25. The retaining devices 13 are curved to 
partially embrace the outside of the thighs 
of the operator, and the portions compris 
ing the necks 24 and heads 22 are offset, as 
shown in Figure 6, to project vertically into 
the baseboard when in use. The slots 20 are 
Of Such length that, when the retaining de 
vices are turned ninety degrees from their 
Figure 6 position, the heads 22 thereof may 
be passed through the slots 20 and into the 
recesses 21; and are wide enough to accom 
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modate the necks 24 of the retaining devices 
to permit the latter to be turned to their 
Figure 6 holding position. The width of 
the recesses 21 is such as to Jermit the heads: 
22 of the retaining devices to be turned with 28 
the latter to Figure 6 position. 

in the side walls of the baseboard oppo 
site the bracket-wings 19 are elongated holi 
Zontai recesses 26. In each bracket-wing 19, 
opposite the corresponding 'ecess 26, is a 
elongated horizontal slot 27, the rear end of 
which is enlarged at 28 to permit passage 
therethrough of a retaining head O' butt Oli 
29 on the end of a strap 30. The width of 
the slot, 27 forward of the opening 28 is vil 
such as to accommodate and permit slidiing 
movement, the 'ealong of the neck oi' pin 31 
of the button 29, but is too narrow to per 
mit the button to be disengaged from the 
bracket, except by movement of the button 
into registration with the enlarged openiini. 
28. The recess 26 behind the slot, 2 is of , 
width to accommodate and perhit movement 
therealong of the button. 29. The strap 3) 
on the left-hand side of the baseboard 
Figure 1) is a short strap carrying a buckle 
32. The strap connecting with the rig 
hand side of the baseboard is the sti'ap 2 
which embraces the operator's waist. The 
strap 12 is adjustably connected to the si'a 
30, and, for this purpose, the strap 12 ina: 
eyes or holes 33 therealong, leai. One ejad 
thereof, after the fashion of the usual belt, 
for adjustable connection to the buckle 32 
on the strap 30. This adjustment permits 
the machine to be set on the operatol’s knces 
in Whatever position is most convenient. 
Ordinarily, the slightly inclined natural po 
sition of the legs will cause the machine to 
side outward from the operator as fair as 
the strap 12 permits; and the position so ::s 
Sumed by the machine, due to its weight, V 
l'emain fixed by reason of the strap. 

For holding the inachine against late: 
slip, the operator's knees are spread, 
dicated in Figure 2, to bear firily agains: 
the side retaining devices 3. 

9. (see 
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Preferably, 
the arms 3 have spring action to 8 coll 
modate themselves to the shape and posi 
tion of the operator's legs; and, to the saille 
end, the devices 13 may have a limited piv 
otal movement where the necks thereof en 
age the slots 20 in the brackets. 
To remove the arms 13, it is simply nec 

essary to &urin the sale at right angles to 
the Figure 6 position, and slide the San 
along the slots 20 intil the heads 22 there 
of may be withdrawn through the slots. 
To disconnect the straps 12 and 30, the 
Inachine is drawn toward the operator un 
til the buttons 29 register with the open 
ings 28 in the side wings of the brackets. 
whereupon the buttons are drawn outward 
through the openings 28. 

For holding the retaining devices 13 in 
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the casing with the machine when the latter 
is not in use, a clip 34, preferably of Spring 
sheet-metal, is riveted or otherwise secured 
at 35 to the under side of the top of the cas 
ing-cover 36, having the usual handle 36°. 
On either side of the attachment 35 the 
arms of the clip 34 are slightly offset at 
37 to permit the ends of the retaining de 
vices 13 to be slipped between the same and 
the top of the cover, so as to be held to the 
latter by the spring action of the arms of 
the clip. 

Variations may be resorted to within the 
Scope of the invention, and portions of the 
improvements may be used without others. 

Having thus described my invention, 
claim : 

1. A new article of manufacture com 
prising a lap board for holding a typewrit 
ing machine stationarily on the lap of the 
typist, said board having means around its 
periphery engaging the sides of the type 
writing machine base to center the type 
Writing machine thereon, and prevent its 
sliding on the surface of the board while 
being used, said board also having devices 
thereon for attachment of anchors, anchors 
comprising clasps attachable to the devices 
and extending below the bottom of said 
board and adapted to rest on the sides 
of the legs of the typist and a belt for 
anchoring the board to the trunk of the typ 
ist and attachable to said devices on the 
board. 

2. A new article of manufacture com 
prising a lap board for holding a typewrit 
ing machine stationarily on the lap of the 
typist, said board having around its pe 
riphery a flange for engaging the sides of 
the base of the typewriting machine to 
center the machine thereon and prevent slid 
ing on the surface of the board while be 
ing used, anchorage means for steadying 
the board and typewriter and preventing 
creeping movement of the board in either 
sidewise direction and enabling the weight 
of the typewriting machine to steady the 
lkeyboard and locate it relatively to the 
hands of the user, said anchorage means 
comprising clasps detachably mounted upon 
the bottom of the lap board and anchor 
ing it to the legs of the user, and also com 
prising an adjustable belt detachably con 
nected to the side edges of the lap board 
and anchoring it to the trunk of the user. 

3. A new article of manufacture com 
prising a lap board for holding a type 
writing machine stationarily on the lap of 
the typist, said board having means around 
its periphery for engaging the sides of the 
typewriter base and having anchorage 
means for steadying it and preventing 
creeping movements of the board in either 
sidewise direction and enabling the weight 
of the machine to steady the key board and 

3. 

locate it relatively to the hands of the user, 
Said anchorage means comprising clasps 
detachably mounted upon the bottom of the 
lap board and anchoring it to the legs of 
the user and also comprising an adjustable 
}}elt detachably connected to the side edges 
of the lap board and anchoring it to the 
trunk of the user, said lap board having 
two surface plates, one Secured to each of 
its side edgeportions, said plates provided 
with two sets of slots, said clasp being re 
movably self-locking in one set of said slots 
and said belt having ends which are re 
movably self-locking in the other set of 
said slots. 

4. A new article of manufacture compris 
ing a lap board for holding a typewriter 
machine stationarily on the lap of the 
typist, anchorage means steadying the board 
and preventing creeping movements of the 
board in either sidewise direction, said 
anchorage means comprising clasps detach 
ably mounted upon the bottom of the lap 
board and anchoring it to the legs of the 
user and also comprising a belt detachably 
connected to the side edges of the lap 
board and anchoring it to the trunk of 
the user, said lap board having two sur 
face plates, one secured to each of its side 
edge portions, said plates provided with 
two sets of slots, said clasp being remov 
ably self-locking in one set of said slots 
and said belt having ends which are remov 
ably self locking in the other set of said 
slots, said plates being angle plates com 
prising wings covering recesses formed in 
the bottom and the side edges of said board, 
the side wings having the slots for said 
belt ends and the bottom Wings having the 
slots for said clasps. 

5. A new article of manufacture compris 
ing a lap board for holding a typewriting 
machine stationarily on the lap of the typ 
ist, said board having means around its 
periphery for engaging the sides of the base 
of the typewriting machine to center the 
typewriting machine thereon, anchorage 
means for steadying the board and prevent 
creeping movement of the board in either 
sidewise direction, said anchorage means 
comprising clasps for anchoring the lap 
board to the legs of the user, said lap board 
having surface plates secured to its side edge 
portions, the plates being provided with 
slots and the clasps being removably self 
locking in said slots, a belt for passing 
around the trunk of the typist, and attach 
able at either end to said plates, and a 
cover fitting around the edges of the lap 
board and removably attached thereto to 
form a satchel. 

CLINTON L. ROSSITER, Jr. 
Witnesses: 

CATHERINE A. NEWELL, 
JENNIE P. THORNE. 
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