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1

This invention relates to a dispensing contain-
er for use in restaurants and the like for holding
silverware for distribution to customers.

One of the problems in restaurants and other
eating establishments is the handling of silver-
ware, knives, forks and spoons, both prior to the
distributions thereof to customers and after they
have been used and are to be returned to the
kitchen for cleaning. In the interest of sanita-
tion it is desirable that the silverware be not han-
dled after cleaning before the use thereof by the
customers and particularly that the parts of said
silverware beyond the handles be not touched.

Another difficulty is that of handling the silver-
ware between the dining room and kitchen as well
as the handling of the said silverware during the
actual cleaning thereof, all of which is lJabor and
time consuming and therefore an expensive oper-
ation in conducting a restaurant and the like.
The dispensing container of the present invention
overcomes or minimizes the foregoing objections.

It is, therefore, the principal object of the pres-
ent invention to provide a dispensing container
or receptacle for silverware for use in a restau-
rant or the like in which used silverware may be
placed for cleaning purposes and said silverware

" subsequently dispensed to the individual user.

Another object of the present invention is the
provision of a container to accomplish the fore-
going object that can be arranged to prevent in-
advertent displacement of the silverware and sub-
sequently arranged to permit ready removal of
the silverware.

It is also an object of this invention to provide |

a dispensing container for silverware that when

open arranges the silverware to prevent displace-

ment from the container while when closed pre-~

vents the removal of the silverware from the con-
. tainer and at the same time may be utilized in

the usual dishwashing machine so that the said
- silverware is cleaned while within the container
and said silverware can be dispensed from the
said container without being handled except by
the dispenser to the customer.

Other objects and advantages of the present
invention should be readily apparent by refer-
ence to the following specification considered in
conjuncticn with the accompanying drawings
forming a part thereof and it is to be understood
that any modifications may be made in the exact
structural details there shown and described,
within the scope of the appended claims, without
departing from or exceeding the spirit of the in~
vention.
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In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a dispensing con-
fainer or receptacle of the present _invention
showing same closed.

_Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the container of
Fig. 1 showing same open to permit removal of
the content, .

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the open contain-
er of Fig. 2 ag seen from the open end thereof or
the left hand end of said Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view through
the open end of the container as seen from line
4—4 on Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 s a longitudinal sectional view through
the closed container as seen from line 5—5 on
Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary horizontal sectisnal

- view through the closed end of the container as
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seen from line 6—6 on Fig, 1.

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
through the top and adjacent side of the con-
tainer illustrating particularly the lateh for lock-
ing the cover in closed position and seen from
line 7—17 on Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary top plan view of the
parts illustrated in Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary view, partly in section
and partly in elevation, illustrating particularly
the handle whereby the container may be trans-
ported or carried.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a container
showing a modification therein to the extent that
the container may be partitioned if desired.

Throughout the several views of the drawings
similar reference characters are employed to de-
note the same or similar parts.

To accomplish the objects set forth above use
is made of a box 18 of a length in excess of the
longest piece of silvérware to be placed therein
which is generally the knife with said box com-
prising a bottom {! and upstanding sides 12 and
3. The sides 12 and 18 may be integral with the
bottom and merely upwardly bent therefrom as
may-one end {4 from said bottom. In other

5 words the box 18 comprises a bottom [ two lon-

gitudinal sides {2 and 18 and an end {4 each in-
tegral with one another or formed from the same
blank. The vertical edgés of the -end (4 are se-
cured in any suitable or desirable manner to the
adjacent vertical edges of the sides 12 and 13,
which, for convenience, is shown in the drawings
as a weld {5 extending the fuli length of said
height of the end wall and side wall edges. This
construction results in the box having an open
top and an open end which will be referred to .as
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the front end of the box while the end 14 will be
referred to as the closed end of the box.

The end edge of the box bottom [ at the front
end thereof is illustrated as turned on itself at
intervals to provide hinge eyes 16 that cooperate
with aligned alternate hinge eyes 11 at the lower
end of a box front 18. In other words the box 10
is adapted to have its open end closed by a hinged
front 18. The vertical and upper edges of the
front I8 are each provided, respectively, with a
fiange 19, 20 and 21 whereby the box sides 12 and
{3 are respectively embraced by the vertical
flanges 19 and 20 with said horizontal flange 21,
at the upper end of said front 18, overlying the
bottom between said box sides.

Extending through the aligned front hinge eyes
16 and box bottom hinge eyes {7 is a hinge pin 22
whereby said front 18 may be swung from an
open to a closed position as will later be made
clear.

The upper end of the box side {3 is likewise
turned on itself to provide spaced hinge eyes 23
adapted to be aligned with alternate hinge eyes 24
on a cover or lid 25. Exfending through said

aligned hinge eyes 23 and 24 is a hinge pin 26 :

to permit swinging movement of the cover or lid
25. The end edges of the cover or lid 25 are
downwardly bent to provide flanges 21 and 28 and
the longitudinal edge of the cover or 1id 25, op-

posite the hinge lugs 24, is similarly downwardly :

bent to provide a flange 29. The cover end flanges
97 and 28 are adapted to embrace the box ends
{4 and 18 with said flange 28 engaging and hold-
ing the movable front 18 in a closed position.

The lid or cover 25 is adapted to be locked in <

its closed position for which purpose a latch
mechanism, indicated in its entirety by the refer-
ence numeral 30, is provided. The latch mecha-
nism 30 may take any suitable or desirable form
such, for example, as jllustrated in the draw-
ings and comprising a latch pin 3{ having its
one end outwardly bent, as at 32, to provide a
handle for operating same. The latch pin 3i
is slidable through suitable guides 33 integral with
and upstanding from a latch base 34. The other
end of the latch pin 31 is adapted to be inserted
through a suitable aperture 35 formed in a latch
lug 36 integral with and upstanding from the box
side 12. In order to accommodate the box latch
lug 36 the cover or lid 25 is provided with an elon-
gated aperture 37 through which projects the
latch lug 36 to have its aperture above the cover
or lid 25. The latch pin 31 is adapted to be re-
tained in its latched and unlatched positions for
which purpose the latch base 34 provides lock-
ing lugs 38 and 39 that cooperate with an ear 40
on the latch pin.

In order to carry the container when closed and
for transportation, for example between the
kitchen and dining room, there is provided a
carrying handle 41 comprising the handle proper
42 and end attaching arms 43 and 44. Any suit-
able or desirable means may be employed for
securing the handle to the box bottom 11 such,
as for example, screws 45 and 46. As will later
be made clear the handle 41 serves an additional
purpose that of assisting in positioning the box
ready for disbursement therefrom and for this
purpose the handle 41 is located adjacent the
open front end of the box.

The operation of the dispensing container of
the present invention is as follows:

Assuming that the container, in the condition
as.illustrated in Fig. 1, has just been returned
from the kitchen to the dining room and is there-
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fore filled with clean silverware, the container
upon reaching the waiter’s supply station has the
latch pin 31 actuated to unlock the lid or cover
25. The said lid or cover is then opened or ac-
tuated from its closed position in Fig. 1 to its
open pesition in Figs. 2 and 3 at which time the
outer surface of the lid or cover 25 is in substan-
tial contact with the outer surface of the box
side 13. The actuation of the cover or 1id 25 to
this position released the box or container front
18 so that it may now be swung on its hinge pin
22 to open said front end of the box or container.
The said front 8 is moved to the position iltus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3 which is slightly inclined
beneath the box or container bottom {1. Itisat
this point that the second purpose of the handle
&{ comes into play since it engages the outer sur-
face of said movable box front 18 for retaining
it in the position illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3 where-
by the open front end of the box or container
is elevated above its support. By this construc-
tion the waiter can readily reach the silverware
in the box or container and can readily see the
silverware therein.

After the box or container has been exhausted
of its silverware it is used by the waiter for re-
ceiving the dirty silverware after it has been
used by the restaurant customers. The waiter
places the dirty sitverware in the box or container
with the handlles of the knives, forks and spoons
toward the open end thereof. Upon filling the
said box or container the front 18 is first closed
whereupon the lid or cover 25 is closed for lock-
ing the front in its closed position and then the
latch pin 81 is actuated to lock the 1lid or cover
in the closed position. The box or container with
its used or dirty silverware is now sent to the
kitchen. :

The box with its silverware is now placed in a
soaking tank, passed through a dishwashing ma-
chine and subsequently rinsed. In order that the
silverware within the container may be properly
treated for cleaning the box bottom and sides
are each profusely perforated as indicated at 47.
The box movable end I8 and cover or lid 25 are
similarly profusely perforated. By this construc-
tion the soaking solution has ready access to the
silverware as has the usual cleaning sprays of
the dishwashing machine so that the silverware
within the box or container is completely and
thoroughly cleaned without removal therefrom.
Since the movable end 18 and cover or lid 25 are
securely locked in position the silverware is not
lost or discharged from the hox or container
whether the box is set on one of its longitudinal
sides, top, bottom or one of its ends and this posi-
tioning of the box will be dictated by the par-
ticular dishwashing machine being used so that
the maximum amount of surface of the silver-
ware is presented to the cleaning sprays. In par-
ticular instances only selected ones of the box or
container top, bottom, sides or ends may be per-
forated depending on the positioning of the sprays
whether from the top and bottom or the sides
of the dishwashing machine.

It has been found that if the silverware is
thoroughly rinsed after cleaning and this rinsing
is effected by hot water or other liquid medium
the silverware may be allowed to dry within the
container and which drying is effected in a very
short time. The container is then retwrned to
the dining room and set up at the waiter’s sup-
ply station as above described.

In restaurants silverware for each customer is
generally used in sets consisting of a knife, a
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fork, a teaspoon, and a tablespoon with some
times two or more of said pieces constituting the
set. The waiter upon gathering up the silver-
ware after use by the customers placed said sil-
verware, in sets, in the box or container so that
the said sets are practically complete when re-
turned from the kitchen.  Furthermore by plac-
ing the said silverware in the box or container
with the handles thereof at the open engd of the
box or container the waiter need touch no por-
tion of said silverware except said handles
wherefore the silverware is touched by no one,
except the handles thereof, between the cleaning
of said silverware and use by the customer. -The
silverware being in sets in the box or container
eliminates the need, as was prior practice, of
having a plurality of pans each containing the
separate silverware items and requiring the
waiter to pick a piece from & plurality of con-
tainers. .

If desired the box or container may be provided
with one or more partitions such as illustrated
in Fig. 10 and indicated by the reference numeral
48. Said partitions would be secured in any
suitable or desirable manner either by welding,
as the sides and closed end of the box are se-
cured to one another, or, by suitable brackets
£9. By this construction different pieces of the
gilverware may be separated from one another
such for example as knives and forks in cne com-
partment, teaspoons and tablespoons in another
compartment or separate compartments for the
knives, forks; teaspoons and tablespoons may be
provided. B '

The foregoing description has been of a box
cr container having a movable end as well as a
movable lid or cover, it is conceivable however
that the box or container may have two fixed
ends and sides with only a movable and re-
leasably securable lid or cover with each of the
box sides and bottom and the lid or cover pro-
fusely or selectively perforated as illustrated in
the drawings and obtain the same results as
from the preferred construction above described.

From the foregoing it is believed now evident .

that there has been provided a dispensing con-
tainer for accomplishing the objects initially set
forth.

What is claimed is:

1. In a container for silverware and the like
for holding said silverware while being cleaned
and from which the cleaned silverware is dis-
pensed comprising a bottom, permanently posi-
tioned side walls upstanding from two opposed
sides of said bottom, a permanently positioned
back wall upstanding from one end of said bot-
tom between said side walls, a front wall hinged-
ly connected to the other end of said bottom,
said front wall being swingable to a position
upstanding from said bottom to be across said
walls, a cover hingedly connected to the upper
end of one of said permanently positioned walls
arranged when closed to lock the front wall in

its upstanding position, certain of said bottom,.

side wells, front, and back walls, and cover being
provided with perforations to afford cleaning
fluid to enter the container, means for locking
the cover in its closed position, said front wall,
when the cover is open, being adapted to be swung
tc a position to depend below the bottom and
slightly inwardly of the end of the bottom, and
an abutment downwardly projecting from the
hottom inwardly of the end thereof to which the
front is hingedly connected for engagement by
said front to position same below the bottom
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6
and inwardly inclined with respect thereto for
supporting the container with its:bottom up-
wardly inclined to afford easy access to the in-
terior of the container.

2. In a container for silverware and the like
for holding said silverware while. being cleaned
and from which the cleaned silverware is dis-
pensed comprising a bottom, permanently posi-
tioned side walls upstanding from twoc opposed
sides of said bottom, a permanently positioned
back wall upstanding from one end of said bot-
tom between said side walls, a front wall hinged-
Iy connected to the other end of said bottom,
said front wall being swingable to a position up-
standing from said bottom to be across said side
walls, a cover hingedly connected to the upper
end of one of said permanently positioned walls
arranged when closed to lock the front wall in
its upstanding position, certain of said bottom,
side walls, front and back walls and cover being
provided with perforations to afford cleaning
fuid to enter the container, means for locking
the cover in its closed position, said front wall,
when the cover is open, being adapted to be
swung to a position to depend below the bottom
and slightly inwardly of the end of the bottom,
and a U-shaped handle comprising a handle por-
tion and arms which have their free ends secured
to the bottom to downwardly project from the
bottom inwardly of the end thereof to which the
front is hingedly connected for: engagement by
said front to position same below ‘the bottom and
inwardly inclined with respect thereto for sup-
porting the container with its bottom upwardly
inclined to afford easy access to the interior of
the container. R

3. In a container for silverware and the:like
for holding said silverware while being cleaned
and from which the cleaned silverware is dis-
bensed comprising a” bottom, permanently po-
sitioned side walls upstanding from two opposed
sides of said bottom, a permanently positioned
back wall upstanding from one end of said bot-
tom between said side walls, a front wall hingedly
connected to the other end of said bottom, said
front wall being swingable to a position up-
standing from said bottom across said side walls,
a cover hingedly connected to the upper end of
one of said permanently positioned walls ar-
ranged when closed to lock the front wall in
its upstanding position, certain of said bottom,
side walls, front and back walls, and cover being
provided with perforations to afford cleaning
fluid to enter the container, means for locking
the cover in its closed position, comprising an
axially shiftable latch pin carried by the cover,
and an apertured latching lug receiving the
shiftable latch pin and upstanding from one of
the permanently positioned walls other than the
one to which said cover is hingedly connected,
said front wall, when the cover is open, being
adapted to be swung to a position to depend
below the bottom and slightly inwardly of the
end of the bottom, and an abutment downwardly
projecting from the bottom inwardly of the end
thereof to which the front is hingedly connected
for engagement by said front to position same
below the bottom and inwardly inclined with
respect thereto for supporting the container
with ifs bottom upwardly inclined to afford easy
access to the interior of the container.

4. In a container for silverware and the like
for holding said silverware while being cleaned
and from which the cleaned silverware is dis-
pensed comprising a bottom, permanently po-




‘R,627,178

7

-sitioned side -walls upstanding from two opposed
sides of said bottom, a permanently positioned
back wall upstanding from one end of said bot-
tom between said side walls, a partition between
the side walls and upstanding from the bottom,
a front wall hingedly connected to the other
end of said bottom, said front wall being swing-
able to a position upstanding from said bottom
to be across said side walls, a cover hingedly
connected to the upper end of one of said per-
manently positioned walls arranged when closed
to lock the front wall in its upstanding posi-
tion, certain of said bottom, side walls, parti-
tion, front and back walls and cover being pro-
vided with perforations to afford cleaning fluid
to enter the container, means for locking the
cover in its closed position, said front wall,
when the cover is open, being adapted to be
swung to a position to depend below the bottom
and slightly inwardly of the end of the bot-
tom, and an abutment downwardly projecting
from the bottom inwardly of the end thereof
to which the front is hingedly connected for
engagement by said front to position same be-
low the bottom and inwardly inclined with re-
spect thereto for supporting the container with
its bottom upwardly inclined to afford easy
access to the interior of the container.

5. In a container for silverware and the like
for holding said silverware while being cleaned
and from which the cleaned silverware is dis-
pensed comprising a bottom, permanently po-
sitioned side walls upstanding from two closed
sides of said bottom, a permanently positioned
back wall upstanding from one end of said bot-
tom between said side walls, a front wall hingedly
connected to the other end of said bottom,
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said front wall being swingable to a position up-
standing from said bottom to be across said side
walls, a cover hingedly connected to the upper
end of one of said permanently positioned walls
arranged when closed to lock the front wall

.in its upstanding position, certain of said bot-

tom, side walls, front and back walls and cover
being provided with perforations to afford clean-
ing fluid to enter the container, means for lock-
ing the cover in its closed position, said front
wall, when the cover is open, being adapted to
be swung to a position to depend below the
bottom and slightly inwardly of the end of the
bottom, and a U-shaped handle comprising a
handle portion and arms which have their free
end secured to one of said bottom and front
to project therefrom and adapted to engage the
other of said front and bottom to position the
front below the boftom and inwardly inclined
with respect thereto for supporting the con-
tainer with its bottom upwardly inclined to af-
ford easy access to the interior of the container.
FRANK S. ELSAESSER.
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