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substitution, alteration, or other disturbance 
of the displayed identification certificate 
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biles and other vehicles. 
is placed solely on State registration tags. 
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UNITED STATES 

1,502,137 
PATENT OFFICE. 

EARL J. W. DE FOREEST AND FREDRICK w. BAILEY, of TULSA, oxLAHont A. 
IDENTIFICATION TAG. 

To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that EARL J. W. DE FOREEST 

and FREDRICK. W. BAILEY, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Tulsa, in the 
county of Tulsa and State of Oklahoma, 
have invented certain new and useful m 
provements in Identification Tags, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to devices for 

guarding against the theft of automo 
Where reliance 

and the ability of one to prove owner 
ship of his automobile through the usual 
identification means, recovery, in the event 
of theft, is frequently delayed and much 
annoyance and inconvenience experienced 
because of the very inadequate protection 
afforded by such means of identification. 
Therefore, it is one of the primary objects 
of the present invention to provide a com 
bined license, identification certificate, and 
abstract of title, and a novel means for hous 
ing and displaying the same in such a man 
ner as to positively preclude any removal, 

and license without detection, these several parts constituting a medium whereby the 
actual owner of the automobile or other ve 
hicle may be identified beyond question, and 
any unauthorized user of the automobile ap prehended with certainty. 
The improvements embodying the inven 

tion are designed primarily for employment 
in connection with the tag holder forming 
the subject-matter of Patent 1,260,156, issued 
to E. J. W. De Foreest, March 19, 1918, and 
it is contemplated that the invention be em 
ployed under an established and authorized 
system of registration whereby the authori 
ties issuing the license, identification certifi 
Cate, and abstract of title, may cooperate 
with the actual owner of the vehicle in iden 
tifying the same in the event of theft, un 
authorized use, or disputed possession of the 
vehicle, in establishing ownership. 
The invention contemplates, as previously 

stated, the employment within the holder 
disclosed in the said patent, of an instru 
unent constituting a license, an identification 
certificate, and an abstract of title, and an 
other important object of the invention is 
to so arrange these component parts and so 
mount the same within the holder as to pre 
clude alteration, substitution, or tampering 

Application filed November 7, 1922. serial No. 599,527. 
with the license and identification certificate 
without mutilation or destruction of the 
Same thus rendering it immediately evident 
that theft or unauthorized use has been at 
teEmpted, and in this connection the inven 
tion has as a further object to provide 
against any mutilation of the abstract of 
title so that this medium of identification 
will remain intact and cannot be disturbed 
except by the proper authorities. 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide means for the purposes explained above 
which will also prove useful under other 
conditions, as for example, where it becomes 
necessary for the owner of the automobile to 
be identified, or where it is desired to in 
dividually identify various parts of the auto 
mobile or the accessories to provide for their 
ready identification in the event of theft. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de- .. 
vice embodying the invention and the holder 
within which it is to be mounted, the parts 
being shown disassembled; 

Figure 2 is a detail vertical sectional view 
through the device with the parts assembled; 

80 

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating 
one of the attaching members for the holder; 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the combined 
license, identification certificate, and abstract 
of title, the component parts thereof being 
spread out; 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view 
through the device shown in Fig. 5 arranged 
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in one manner for disposal within the 
holder; * 

Fig. 7 is a similar view illustrating an 
other manner of arranging the said device. 
As the holder for the assemblage of parts 

comprising the invention is, with minor ex 
ceptions to be presently pointed out, iden 
tical with the patent above referred to, a 
brief description of the same will suffice. 
The holder is best illustrated in Figs. 1, 2 
and 3 of the drawings and comprises a back 
plate 1 having overhanging frame members 
2 at its opposite vertical edges and a similar 
member 3 at its lower edge, these members 
in connection with the back plate forming a 
pocket to receive the identification devices 
embodying the present invention. The up 
|??"????? of the holder is adapted to be closed 
y a flange or frame member 4 extending 

along the upper edge of a plate 5 which is 
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adapted to be slid downwardly into the 
holder under conditions to be presently ex 
plained and is provided at its lower edge 
with a rearwardly projecting locking flange 
6 designed to ride over and engage beneath 
locking tongues 7 preferably stamped out 
from the back plate 1. Also for a purpose 
to be presently explained the plate 5 is 
formed with openings 8 designed to be lo 
cated opposite the said tongues 7 in the 
locked position of the plate. The holder is 
designed to be secured to any convenient 
art of the automobile or other vehicle as, 
or example, to the back thereof, indicated 
in the drawings by the numeral 9, and for this purpose attaching clips 10 are employed 
and each of these clips, as clearly illustrated 
in Figs. 1 and 4 of the drawings, comprises 
a small metallic plate bent intermediate its 
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ends and having its portions at the opposite 
sides of the bend therefore offset, one of 
these portions being indicated by the nummer 
al 11 and the other by the numeral 12. The portion 11 is designed to be passed through 
a slot 13 formed in the said back of the auto 
mobile body, and the portion 12 will then 
rest against the inner face of the plate 1. In 
order to prevent the portion 12 passing 
through a slot 14 which is formed in the 
plate 1 to accommodate the bend in the clip 
10, it is preferable that this portion 12 be 
of greater width than the portion 11 and 
the said bend so as to provide abutment 
shoulders 5. 
The assemblage embodying the invention 

includes a transparent pane 16 which is pref 
erably of glass although other transparent 
materials might be employed for the pur 
pose. The assemblage also includes a pro 
tective medium for the abstract of title, 
which medium is indicated by the numeral 
17, and preferably comprises a plate 18 of 
metal of substantially the same dimensions 
as the pane 16, and for a purpose to be pres 
ently explained, formed with openings 19. 
The identification medium comprises a com 
bined license, identification certificate, and 
abstract of title, indicated in general by the 
numeral 20, and consisting of a single sheet 
of paper or cardboard having a line of per 
forations 21 medially between its ends, thus 
dividing the sheet into two portions, one in ? 
the numeral 23. In assembling the several 
parts the portion 22 of the sheet is secured 
by adhesive to one face of the panel 16, the 
plate 18 is disposed against the back of this 
portion of the sheet, and the other portion 
23 of the sheet is then folded against the 
rear side of the said plate, the margins of 
the pane, the plate, and the two portions 22 
and 23 of the identification sheet, being in 
registration or substantial registration. The 
assemblage is then disposed against the 
front face of the plate 5, and the whole is 

y the numeral 22 and the other by 

1,502,137 
slid downwardly into the holder 1 until the 
flange 6 rides over and engages beneath the 
locking tongues 7 whereupon the parts will 
be automatically locked and the assemblage 
embodying the identification medium will be 
permanently housed within the holder, be 
ing marginally engaged on all sides by the 

70 

frame members 2,3 and 4 and concealing 
and preventing access to the locking tongues 
7, so long as its component parts remain 
intact. - ... . 

The portion 22 of the sheet 20 constitutes 
a license and a certificate of registration or 
identification, and therefore bears an appro 
priate heading legend indicated by the nu 
meral 24. There is also printed upon the 
face of this portion of the sheet, as indi 
cated by the numeral 25, the name of the 
State issuing the license. There is also 
printed as at 26 the number of the license, 
and as at 27, the year in which issued. In 
a suitably designated space 28 there is to 
be mounted a photograph of the owner of 
the car, and preferably opposite this space 
there will be printed legends 29 and 30 des 
ignating spaces in the first of which the 
owner is to sign his name, and in the sec 
cond of which the name of his wife or other 
equitable owner may be written or signed. 
Another legend 31 designates a space in 
which the chauffeur's name may be written 
or signed. A group of legends 32 may like 
wise be printed upon the face of the card 
or sheet and will designate suitable spaces 
in which will be written, for example, the 
name of the car, the type, model, engine 
number, machine number, and horse power. 
Also upon the face of the sheet there may 
be written or printed, as at 33, the name of 
the city or town in which the owner re 
sides, and his street address. The authori 
ties issuing the license will impress their 
seal of authority, as at 34, and there will 
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preferably be taken, upon the said face of 
the sheet, for example, in juxtaposition to () 
the seal 34, an imprint 35 of one of the 
owner's fingers. Preferably the word 
“Code' is printed upon the face of the eard 
as at 36, and opposite this word there is . 
printed or written an arbitrary code word 
37. The code word 37 is, as stated, arbi 
trarily selected and the significance there 
of will presumably be known only to the 
owner of the car and the authorities issuing 
the license. For example, in the present 
instance the word is “Bara” and the transla 
tion thereof is “Arab'. Other code devices 
may be agreed upon and, for example, the 
initials of the owner may be selected for 
this purpose. The initials of the owner in 
the example illustrated are “F. W. B.', and 
the code words chosen may be “Fort Worth 
Bulletin', these words being registered with 
the authorities and presumably known only 
to them and to the owner of the car. By 30 
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these devices, should it become necessary for 
the owner of the car to prove his identity 
to any one, that one could satisfy himself 
by communicating with the authorities is 
suing the license, but one making unauthor 
ized use of the car could not furnish the 
requisite proof and would therefore be un 
able to offer a satisfactory explanation as 
to his possession of the car. Reference has 
been made above to the usefulness of the 
invention in identifying accessories or parts 
if lost or stolen, and this may be accom 
plished by stamping the code word upon 
such parts either alone or in combination 
with the initials of the owner. 
The other portion 23 of the sheet 20 con 

stitutes an abstract of title and is desig 
nated by a suitable legend indicated by the 
numeral 38. Also there are preferably 
printed upon the face of this portion of the 
card or sheet suitable legends 39 designat 
ing spaces in which may be printed or writ 
ten the name of the manufacturer, the name 
of the sales agent, or agency, the name and 
address of the first, second, and subsequent 
buyers, as well as the dates on which the 
sales transactions took place, and the date 
of manufacture. 
legend 40 indicating a space in which may 
be written the name of the owner of the 
vehicle, and the sheet may also bear his 
address. Furthermore, if desired, a legend 
42 may be printed upon the face of the 
sheet indicating spaces in which may be 
written the name and address of any future 
purchaser of the machine. As indicated by 
the numeral 43, impressions of one or more 
of the owner's fingers may be made in a 
space left for the purpose upon the face 
of the said portion of the sheet. 
As previously stated the sheet, 20 is to 

be assembled with the pane 16 and plate 18 
by securing the face of the portion 22 of 
the said sheet to the face of the pane, dis 
posing the plate 18 against the other side 
of the said portion 22, and then folding the 
portion 23 along the line of perforations 21, 
to position back of the said plate 18. With 
the parts thus assembled and they being in 
troduced into the holder and the holder 
closed and locked, it will be evident that 
access cannot be had to the portion 22 con 
stituting, the license and identification cer 
tificate, without breaking the pane of glass 
16 and mutilating the said portion of the 
sheet. However, the plate 18 serves as a 
means for protecting the portion 23 of the 
sheet which bears the abstract of title, and 
the said abstract will remain housed within 
the holder. 

If it is desired to further insure of mutila 
tion of the portion 22 of the sheet in the 
event of attempt being made to remove it, 
the said portion of the sheet may be ar 

There is also printed a 

disposed between the pane an 

45, the first corresponding to the pane 16, 
and the other being interposed between the 
said portion of the sheet and the plate 18. 
In this instance the said portion of the sheet 
would be secured, as for example by adhe 
sive, to the opposing faces of both panes 44 
and 45. In any event the abstract of title 
borne upon the portion 23 of the sheet will 
be protected from mutilation by the plate 18. 

It will be understood that after the identi 
fication medium is inserted within the holder 
and the holder is sealed, access cannot be 
gained to said medium except by breaking 
the glass 16 or the two panes 44 and 45, as 
the case may be. Therefore a new identifi 
cation medium cannot be substituted for an 
old one, even by those authorized to make 
such substitution except by breaking the 
pane or panes and then inserting an instru 
ment through the openings 8 and 11 to 
Spring back the lockingtongues 7 and per 
mit of removal of the plate 5. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
1. The combination with a holder for an 

identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 
of a transparent pane in said holder exposed 
at the open front thereof, a protective plate 
within the holder in rear the pane, and 
an identification medium having a portion 
disposed between the pane and plate and 
another portion disposed in rear of the plate 
and protected thereby. 

2. The combination with a holder for an 
identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 
of a transparent pane in said holder ex 
posed at the open front thereof, a protec 
tive plate within the holder in rear of the 
pane, and an identification medium having a 
portion disposed between the pane and plate 
and facially united to the pane, and another 
portion disposed in rear of the plate and 
protected thereby. 

3. The combination with a holder for an 
identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and is adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 
of a transparent pane in said holder exposed 
at the open front thereof, a protective plate 
within the holder in rear of the frame, and 
an identification medium having a portion 
facially united to the pane, and another por 
tion disposed in rear of the plate and pro 
tected thereby. V 

4. The combination with a holder for an 
identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 
of a transparent pane in said holder ex 
posed at the open front thereof, a protective 
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plate and 
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plate within the holder in rear of the pane, 
and an identification medium comprising a 
sheet of material bearing identification in 
dicia and weakened along an intermediate 
line, the portion at one side of the weakened 
line being disposed between the pane and 
plate, and the portion at the other side of 
the weakened line being disposed in rear of 
the said plate and protected thereby. 

5. The combination with a holder for an ide --- - -- . . . . - - plate having frame members at three sides, identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 
of a transparent pane in said holder ex 
posed at the open front thereof, a protective 
plate within the holder in rear of the pane, 
and an identification medium comprising a 
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sheet of material bearing, identification in 
dicia and weakened along an intermediate 
line, the portion at one side of the weakened 
line being disposed between the pane and 
plate, and the portion at the other side of 
the weakened line being disposed in rear of 
the said plate and protected thereby, the 
said sheet at its weakened line being folded ... plate and facially united to the pane. around one edge of the said plate. 

30 

6. The combination with a holder for an 
identification medium and which holder is 
open at its front and adapted to be sealed 
against intact removal of the said medium, 

thereby. … 
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of frangible panes in said holder, one ex 
posed at the open front thereof, a protective 
plate within the holder in rear of the other 
pane, andan identification medium having a portion disposed between said panes and 
facially united thereto and another portion 
disposed in rear of the plate and protected 

7? The combination with a holder for an 
identification medium comprising a back 
a yieldable locking element carried by the 
plate, a locking member having a frame por 
tion extending at the other side of the holder 
and provided with means engageable by the 
said locking element, of a frangible pane in 

40 

the holder exposed at the open front there. 
of, a protective plate within the holder in 
rear of the pane and provided with an open 
ing, the said locking member being likewise 
provided with an opening for registration 
with the opening in the plate and both of said openings being opposite the locking ele 
ment, and an identification medium having 
a portion disposed between the pane and 55 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures. 

EARL J. W. DE FOREEST. L. s. 

  


