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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods, apparatus, and systems for funding transactions 
disclosed herein may operate to configure a plurality of 
backup funding Sources for a primary funding Source, and 
enable a consumer associated with the primary funding 
Source to select at least one backup funding source among the 
plurality of backup funding Sources. A request to fund a 
transaction associated with the primary funding Source may 
be received, and the transaction may be funded using funds 
from at least one of the primary funding Source and the at least 
one selected backup funding source. 
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filed Mar. 18, 2008, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,765,154, 
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
11/432,840 filed on May 12, 2006, now issued as U.S. Pat. 
No. 7,702,559, all of which applications are incorporated 
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LIMITED COPYRIGHT WAIVER 

0002. A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains material which is subject to copyright protection. 
The copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile repro 
duction by anyone of the patent disclosure, as it appears in the 
Patent and Trademark Office patent files or records, but oth 
erwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. Copyright 
2008, eBay, Inc. 

FIELD 

0003. This invention relates generally to the field of finan 
cial transaction processing and more particularly to the field 
of financial systems that provide backup funding. 

BACKGROUND 

0004. In today's high-technology economy, banks, credit 
card companies, and other financial institutions provide vari 
ous facilities for enabling their account holders to fund trans 
actions. For example, banks provide checks, debit cards, and 
electronic drafting to enable their account holders to pay for 
goods, services, and other transactions. Similarly, credit card 
companies provide their account holders with credit cards for 
funding transactions online, in retail stores, over the tele 
phone, or in other ways. However, even though account hold 
ers have many payment methods at their disposal, they are 
often concerned about having enough money/credit in their 
accounts to complete their transactions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0005 Embodiments of the invention are illustrated by way 
of example and not limitation in the Figures of the accompa 
nying drawings in which: 
0006 FIG. 1 is a dataflow diagram illustrating dataflow 
and operations in a system for providing backup funding in 
financial transactions, according to example embodiments of 
the invention; 
0007 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a backup fund 
ing system architecture, according to example embodiments 
of the invention; 
0008 FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
configuring a financial account to use backup funding sources 
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that are associated with different financial institutions, 
according to example embodiments of the invention; 
0009 FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
acquiring backup funding for a financial transaction, accord 
ing to example embodiments of the invention; 
0010 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
processing authorizations and settlement requests as part of 
an acquisition of backup funding, according to example 
embodiments of the invention; 
0011 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
performing a risk analysis as part of an acquisition of backup 
funding, according to example embodiments of the invention; 
0012 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
collecting backup funds before paying a financial transaction, 
according to example embodiments of the invention; 
0013 FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
selecting between different backup funding sources, accord 
ing to example embodiments of the invention; 
0014 FIG. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating operations for 
processing credits associated with transactions that used 
backup funding, according to example embodiments of the 
invention; and 
0015 FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary computer system 
used in conjunction with certain embodiments of the inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EMBODIMENTS 

0016. This description of the embodiments describes 
methods and apparatus for funding transactions. This descrip 
tion is divided into five sections. The first section provides an 
introduction, while the second section describes an example 
system architecture. The third section describes example 
operations and the fourth section describes an example sys 
tem architecture. The fifth section presents some general 
COmmentS. 

Introduction 

0017 Many financial institutions offer their account hold 
ers debit cards for use in paying for goods and services. When 
an account holder attempts to fund a transaction using a debit 
card, the account holder's financial institution determines 
whether the account holder's account balance is less than the 
transaction amount. If the account does not have enough 
money to cover the transaction, the account holder's financial 
institution may deny the transaction. However, embodiments 
of the invention enable account holders to configure their 
accounts to draw from one or more backup funding Sources 
when their accounts do not have enough money to cover debit 
transactions. The backup funding sources can include credit 
lines, credit cards, checking accounts, savings accounts, or 
any other funding Source. The backup funding Sources can be 
associated with different financial institutions. For example, 
assume that an account holder has a debit account at First 
National Bank and a credit account at Mega Bank, where First 
National Bank and Mega Bank are two different financial 
institutions. In one embodiment, the account holder can con 
figure the First National Bank debit account to acquire 
backup funding from the Mega Bank credit account. 
0018. In various embodiments, an apparatus, system and 
method may operate to: receive, for a transaction, a request to 
debit a first amount from a primary funding source; determine 
that a second amount of funds available from the primary 














