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Be it knoWn that We, BJDER HEDGE and 

THORNTON B. R'LEMING, BDER BIBDGE residing 
in Iniverpool, and THORNTON H. FILEMING re 
Siding in Canton, in the county of Fulton and in 
the State of Illinois, have invented an Improve 
ment in Clothes-Clamps; and do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
.scription thereof, reference being lhad to the am 

, nexed drawing making a part of this Specifica 
tion, in which like letters of reference refer to 
like partS, and in Which 

Figure 1 represents a perspective wieW; IR'igS. 
2 and 8, front and Side elevations. ? 
This imwention consistS of a Small block of 

Wood or other Serwiceable material, one end of 
which is Slotted for the admission of a cam Or 
eccentric (lisk, Which Slot meets a recess inclined 
deeply into the block, So that When the calm is 
turned toWard Said receSS the longer radius of 
Said cam, or the cur we furthest from the piwot, 
retainS both clotheS and line between it, and the 
inclined Surface of the receSS. 
A representS in the draWing a block, hawing 

a Slot, dt, Which meetS the inclined edge e f of 
the receSS b éf b at an acute angle; B, a cam 
or eccentric disk, pivoted at C, Within the Slot d, 
at Such a distance from the inclined Surface b 6 
f' of the receSS that the longer radius or curwe 
of the calm, When brought from the back or in 
ner part of the receSS tOWard the inclined 'Sur 
faceb e/, Will retain both clothes and line in 
the inner angle f' of the receSS b e f b; C, the 
pivot of the cam, Which I make either of a S0lid 
pin or a tube of tin or other metal, the ends of 

Which, after insertion, are left slightly projecting, 
and are flattened doWn around the hole to re 
tain the pivot in its place; D, a dotted line, in 
dicating the position of the clotheS-line or Wire. 
The Slot (t in the block A may be dispensed with 
prowided that the piwot C be set firmly in itS 
S0cket; but the Slot is the best principle, as the 
cam is more protected from accidental force. 
The operation of this eccentric clotheS-clamp is 

aS folloWS: The line and clotheS are introduced 
into the inner part of the recess b e /, and the 
cam - point dº preSSed. toWard the receSS, When 
the gradual increase of: pressure of the curved 
edge of the cam firmly retains the clothes and 
line against the inclined Surface é 7° and from 
Which no pulling, bloWing of Winds, or other 
Strains Will release them unleSS the cam be looS 
ened intentionally. ? 
What We claim aS Our iuwentioI iS 

· 1. The block A With itS receSS or inclined Sur 
face b é /; meeting the Slot (t at an acute angle, 
and the Slot (t in combination. With the cam B, 
Subst:autially aS and for the purposes' described. 

2. * The combination of the tubular Canu-pivot 
C or riveted tube With cam B and block A sub 
Stantjally as and for the purposes described. 
In testimony that We claim the foregoing 

clothes-clamap) We have hereunto Set our °nands 
this 17th day of April, 1871. 
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