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UNITED STATES 
. . . " : - - 1,646,175 

PATENT OFFICE. 
AUGUST THIEDE, or CHICAGO, ILLINors, 

N - ODA.Bc ABC, 

Application filed May 7, 1926. serial No. 107,318. 

This invention relates to foldable tables 
and more particularly to card or game ta 
bles. 
One object of my invention is to pivotally 

connect the legs with the table structure in 
such manner that the legs will be rigidly held in upright or table-supporting position 
without the use of brace rods or other equiv 
alent means extending diagonally from the 

o legs to the under side of the top, as hereto 
fore. A further object of my invention is to 
have a locking means associated with each 
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of the legs at their pivotal connection with 
the table structure, so that each leg may be locked in table-supporting position in the 
act of setting up the table. . . . 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a simple, strong, and durable table 
leg connection so that a sturdy and rigid 
table may be produced and standup to bet 
ter advantage than the frail and flimsy card 
tables as heretofore generally made. 
The invention consists further in the mat 
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the position shown in Fig. 5; 
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ters hereinafter described and claimed. In the accompanying drawings 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a foldable 

table embodying the features of my inven 
tion, and shown set up for use; Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the table 
shown in Fig. 1, the legs, being shown in 
folded positions in dotted lines; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the several. 
parts making up the connection between a 
table leg and the top, these parts, being 
shown disassembled but arranged in the 
order in which they are put together; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged bottom plan view 
of the table at one corner to show the leg 
connecting means; 

Fig. 

position before being moved endwise, into 
Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view showing 

the leg in its supporting position and locked 
against accidental movement; and 

Fig. 8 is a horizontal sectional view on 
line 8-8 of Fig. 7. 
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In the drawings, 1 indicates the table top; 
2, the surrounding rail with its sections at 
right-angles, to each other to form corners; 
and 3, 3, the supporting legs, which are 

at its sides. 

8 to pivota 
plates 45. This 

, , , The section of the rail-2 behind the flan 
5 is a vertical sectional view on line 

5-5 of Fig. 4, the leg being shown in col 
lapsed or folded position; o 

Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the leg in 

foldably connected with the table structure 
at the four corners of the rail in accordance 
with my invention. - 
On the inside of the rail 2, at each of the 

four corners thereof, I provide a pair of sheet metal plates 4, 5 spaced apart in par 
allel relation and secured to the respective 
sections of the rail, as shown in Figs. 4 and 
8. The plate 4 is secured flatwise against its 
associated rail section, while the plate 5 is 
secured to its rail section in right-angle re 
lation thereto through a flange6 at the in 
ner edge of said plate. . . . . 
The inner end of the leg 3 is between the 

plates 4,5 and there carries wear plates 7, 7 
These plates bear against the 

plates 4, 5 and extend beyond the leg and 
there have elongated slots 8, 8 disposed to 
extend lengthwise of the leg, as shown. An 
axis member, which may take the form of a 
bolt 9, is carried by and extends between the plates 4, 5 through the elongated slots 

fly connect the leg 3 with the 
permits the leg to be 

SWung either into an upright or table-sup 
porting position, as shown in Fig. 1, or 
down into collapsed position against the 
under side of the top and lie along the ad 
jacent section of the rail, as shown in dot 
ted lines in Fig. 2. : .. 
The leg 3 is provided on its side opposite 

the bolt 9 with a hook-shaped member 10, 
preferably formed integral with the plates 
7, 7. The hook 10 is designed to engage 
over the outer edge of a flange 11 formed 
integral with the plate 4 and extending at 
right-angles thereto. Flange 11 extends be 
tween the plates 4, 5 and aligns with the 
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flange 6 of the plate 5, as shown in Fig. 4. 
11 is cut away at the outer edge of the 
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flange to provide a recess 12 to receive the 
hook 10 when the parts are engaged, as 
shown in Fig. 7. The inner end of the leg 
3 is cut square, as shown in Fig. 7, and abuts 
against another flange 13 integral with the 
plate 4 and at right-angles thereto and to 
flange 11. Flange 13 has its outer end 
turned, as at 14, to provide a stop to engage 
in front of the leg 3 to hold the same from 
collapsing when in upright or table-sup 
porting position. 
When set up, the table appears as in Fig. 

1, and it will be noted that no side braces 
are required for the legs, with the result 
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and the leg 3 is slightl 

that no braces are in the E. to interfere 
with the use of the table. Each of the legs 3 
is locked in upright or Eligig po sition in the manner shown in Fig. 7; and 
with the plates 7, 7 between and bearing 
against plates 45, a considerable support 
ing area is provided for the parts; and with 
these plates extending the full depth or 
height of the rail, a very sturdy, strong, and 
rigid connection is provided for the struc 
ture, in addition to the lock afforded by the 
hook 10 and the stop 14. 
To collapse the table, the latter is first 

positioned with the legs of the floor, where 
upon each leg is first moved endwise out 
ward from the top, this movement being 
permitted by the elongated slots 8, 8. The 
extent of movement is such as to withdraw 
the hook 10 from the flange 11 and the inner 
end of the leg from the stop 14. The parts 
are then in the position indicated by the 
dotted lines in Fig. 7, whereupon the leg 8 
may be swung about the bolt or axis member 
9 toward the table top until the position 
shown in Fig. 6 is reached. In this position 
the bolt 9 is at the inner ends of the slots 8, 

inclined outward 
... and does not lie along the inside of the as 
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as shown in Fig. 5. d 
scribed, each leg may have its inner end 

sociated section of the rail 2 due to the fact 
that the leg is too long in this position to 
clear the plate 5 of the fixture at the oppo 
site corner of the table. To clear this fix 
ture, the leg is moved endwise toward the 
flange 11 (Fig. 6) and, when the fixture is 
cleared, the leg may be swung inside of its 
rail section and lie along the same with the 
inner end of the leg against the flange 11, 

shoved or moved clear up into its corner and 
thus have an effective length from the cor 
ner to the plate 5 of the opposite fixture. 
Thus none of the leg length is lost in setting 
up the table and a much higher and more 
comfortable table may be provided by my 
arrangement. 
To set up the table, the operations above 

are reversed, each leg being first swung out 
ward from the position shown in Fig. 5 to 
clear the opposite fixture, whereupon the 
leg is moved endwise to the position shown 
in Fig. 6. The leg is then swung into table 
supporting position about the axis member 9 
and then moved inward to engage the hook 
10 over the outer edge of the flange 11 and 
the inner end of the leg inside of the stop 
14, as shown in Fig. 7. 
The structure shown and described makes 

a very substantial and efficient one for col 
lapsible tables, and moreover makes the con 
struction very strong and sturdy. The stops 
14 are cut away at their ends so that the 
plates 7, 7 may pass the same when the legs 
are swung about their bolts. 
The details of structure shown and de 

y the structure de 
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scribed may be variously changed and modi 
fied without departing from the spirit and 
scope of my invention. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a table-leg connection, the combina 

tion with a pair of plates to be secured to 
a table structure with the plates spaced 
apart, of a leg having its inner end between 
said plates and braced against lateral strains 
thereby, co-acting means carried by the leg 
and one of the plates, respectively, for lock 
ing the leg against accidental movement 
when in upright or table-supporting posi 
tion, and means pivotally connecting the leg 
to the plates and permitting endwise move 
ment of the leg to release and engage the 
locking means. 
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2. In a table-leg connection, the combi 
nation with a pair of plates to be secured to 
a table structure with the plates spaced 
apart, of a leg having its inner end between 
said lates and braced against lateral strains 
thereby, a hook member carried by the leg 
to engage over a flange on one of the plates 
for locking the leg in upright or table-sup 
porting position, and means pivotally con 
necting the leg to the plates and permitting 
endwise movement of the leg so that the 
hook member may be engaged with or re 
leased from said flange. 

3. In a table-leg connection, the combina 
tion with a pair of plates to be secured to 
a table structure with the plates spaced 
apart of a leg having its inner end between 
said plates, co-acting means carried by the 
leg and one of the plates, respectively, for 
locking the leg against accidental movement 
when in upright or table supporting posi 
tion, plates carried by the leg between the 
first plates and having elongated slots there 
in, and a pivot member between the first 
plates and carried thereby and extending 
through the slots of the second plates, the 
slots being disposed to extend lengthwise of 
the leg so that the latter may be moved end 
wise to engage and release the locking 
e8S 

4. In a table-leg connection, the combina 
tion with a pair of plates to be secured to 
a table structure with the plates spaced 
apart, of a leg having its inner end between 
said plates, one of said plates having a 
flange and a stop for the leg, a hook mem 
ber carried by the leg to engage over said flange for locking the leg in upright or 
table-supporting position with the stop over 
lapping the inner end of said leg on the 
side opposite the hook member, and means 
pivotally connecting the leg to said plates 
and permitting endwise movement of the 
leg so that the latter and the hook mem 
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ber may be engaged with and disengaged 
from the stop and flange, respectively. 

5. In a table-leg connection, the combina 
tion with a pair of plates to be secured to 
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& table structure with the plates spaced 
apart, of a leg having its inner end be-, 
tween said plates and braced against lat 
eral strains thereby, a hook member carried 
by the leg at one side to engage over a flange 
on one of the plates on the same side of 
the leg, plates carried by the leg between 
the first plates and having elongated slots 
therein on the opposite side of the leg, and 
a pivot member between and carried by the 
first plates and extending through the slots 
in the second plates, the slots being disposed 
to extend lengthwise of the leg so that the 
latter may be moved endwise to engage the 
hook member with or release it from said 
flange. 

6. In a table structure, the combination 
with a rail having sections at right-angles 
to each other to form a corner, platesse 
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cured to each of said sections inside of the 
corner thereof and spaced apart in parallel 
relation, one of said plates being secured 
flatwise against its adjacent section and hav 
ing two flanges extending between the 
plates, a leg having its inner end between 
said piates and seating. against one of said 
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flanges when the leg is in upright or table 
Supporting position, a hook member car 
ried by said leg to engage over the other of 
said flanges to lock the leg in said position, 
and means pivotally connecting the leg with 
the plates and permitting endwise move 
ment of the leg to carry the same and its 
hook member into and out of engagement 
with said respective flanges. 
In testimony whereof. I affix my signa 

ture this 20th day of April, 1926. 
AUGUST THEDE. 

30 

35 


