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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxx S. Bursez, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Rock Glen, in the county of Wyoming and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Whiffle-
trees, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. - : S

The object of my invention is to provide
a whiffletree which will be simple, strong

“and durable in construction, and more par-

ticularly contemplates the arrangement of
the several parts whereby the whillletree
may be attached to vehicles, farm imple-
ments, or any form of coupling without the
‘addition or use of specially constructed or
coGperating parts.

The invention consists essentially of a
sectional whiffletree and swingletrees prefer-
ably constructed of metal and a clevis piv-
otally connected between the whiffletree sec-
tions intermediate of their ends, the oppo-
site ends of the clevis being formed with
dual attaching means designed to connect
with oppositely formed tug connections.

"For a full understanding of the invention
and the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for effecting the result, reference
is to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, in which i —

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the whif-
fletree attached to-a drag chain; Fig. 2 is a
cross sectional view through the whiflletree
and clevis plate; I'ig. 8 is a plan view of the
whiffletree attached to a vehicle tongue; and,
Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the
clevis plate.

Corresponding and like parts ave referred
to in the following description and indi-
cated in all the views of the drawings by
the same reference characters.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates an ordinary vehicle tongue or
pole and 2 designates a whiffletree consist-
ing of two bars 2* preferably constructed of
metal secured together at their ends and
bowed at the center as shown at 8. (Fig.
1.) A clevis plate 4 is pivotally secured at
its middle between the bars 2* as shown at
5 and is provided at one end with an eye 6
and at its opposite end with a hook 7 hav-
ing a swivel end formation secured at the
edge of the clevis plate to permit the hooked

end to engage an eye or link at varying
angles. :

The whiffletree when used with vehicles
is secured to the tongue 1 by a pin 9 extend-
ing through openings 10 in the bars 2* reg-
istering with an opening 11 in the clevis
plate 4, and said clevis plate with its oppo-
sitely formed hook and eye end formations
may be turned in either direction when the
whiffletree is removed from the tongue 1
and used as attaching means with codper-
ating tug connections adapted to connect
with a hook or an eye.

The swingletrees 12 ave secured to the ends
of the bars 22 by U-shaped clips 13 extend-
ing through swivel rings 14 secured to the
swingletrees and the ends of said clips are
secured to said bars by pins 15. The pins
15 also serve to hold the ends of the bars 2¢
securely together and permit necessary rela-
tive movement of the connecting parts when
in use. The swingletrees are preferably con-
structed of two bars 12* of the same general
formation as the whiflletree and secured at
their ends by pins 16. The swivel rings 14
are secured between the bars 12* interme-
diate of the ends of said bars, and trace
hooks 17 having a swivel connection are
carried by the swingletrees at both ends. The
hooked ends of the trace hooks are turned
outwardly and the traces preparatory to be-
ing secured are given a half turn and the
hooked ends turned inwardly and in aline-
ment with the swingletrees to bring the
traces straight and to prevent disengage-
ment from said hooks.

With the arrangement of the several parts
as shown the whiffletree may be detachably
connected to a vehicle tongue by the pin 9
or attached to any form of tug connection
by the hook or eye end formation of the
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clevis plate 4. When useq in the first men- -

tioned manner the clevis plate is turned lon-
gitudinally of the bars 2* and retained in a
concealed position by the pin 9 which ex-
tends through registering openings in said
bars and plate, and whereby the whiffletree
presents an appearance similar to that of
ordinary whiffletrees.

The necessary independent and relative
movement of the several parts connected to
the whiffletree is accomplished by a novel
arrangement of codperating swivel connec-
tions without the use of parts other than
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those ordinarily employed and by the use of
which the inherent strength of the connec-
tions is unimpaired.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:—

1. A whiffletree comprising separate com-
plemental bars spaced apart and secured to-
gether, and an elongated central clevis plate
mterposed between the middle portions of
the bars and pivoted at an intermediate
point thereto, the clevis being provided at its
ends with attaching means and the ends of
the clevis projecting beyond the opposite
side edges of the bars when the clevis 1s dis-
posed at right angles to the length thereof,
the clevis being adapted to be turned in
alinement with the whiflle tree to be entirely
inclosed between the bars, whereby to render
said attaching means inoperative.

2. A whiffletree comprising separate com-
plemental bars spaced apart and secured to-
gether, an elongated clevis plate interposed
between the bars and pivoted thereto, the
clevis being provided at one end with attach-
ing means and the said end of the clevis pro-
jecting beyond adjacent side edges of the
bars when the clevis is disposed at right
angles to the length thereof, and means co-
operating with the bars for positively and
detachably engaging the clevis to hold the
latter in alinement with the whiffletree, the
clevis being entirely inclosed between the
bars in such latter position, whereby to ren-
der said attaching means inoperative.

3. A whiffletree comprising separate com-
plemental bars spaced apart and secured to-
gether, an elongated central clevis plate in-
terposed between the middle portions of the
bars and pivoted at an intermediate point
thereto, the clevis being provided at its ends
with attaching means and the ends of the
clevis projecting beyond the opposite side
edges of the bars when the clevis 1s disposed
at right angles to the length thereof, and
means for positively and detachably engag-

946,956

ing the clevis to malntain the same in aline-
ment with the whiffletree, the clevis being
entirely inclosed between the bars in such
latter position, whereby to render said at-
taching means inoperative.

4. A whiffletree comprising complemental
bars spaced apart and secured together, an
elongated clevis plate interposed between the
bars and pivoted thereto, the clevis being
provided at one end with attaching means
and the said end of the clevis projecting be-
yond adjacent side edges of the bars when
the clevis is disposed at right angles to the
length thereof, and a pin removably inserted
through the bars and the clevis for main-
taining the latter in alinement with the
whiffletree, the clevis being entirely inclosed
between the bars in such later position, where-
by to render said attaching means inopera-
tive.

5. A whiffletree comprising separate com-
plemental bars spaced apart and secured to-
gether, an elongated central clevis plate in-
terposed between the middle portions of
the bars and pivoted at an intermediate
point thereto, the clevis being provided at its
ends with attaching means and the ends of
the clevis projecting beyond the opposite
side edges of the bars when the clevis 1s dis-
posed at right angles to the length thereof,
and a pin removably inserted through the
bars and the clevis plate and projecting
therebeyond for pivoting the whiftletree to
the vehicle pole, said pin being arranged in
eccentric relation to the pivot of the clevis
to maintain the latter in alinement with the
whiffletree, whereby to render said attach-
ing means inoperative.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK S. BURBEE.

Witnesses:
Fraxx W. ReLvea,
GreN F. BUBBEE.
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