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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, JoHN R. THORNE, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Rantoul,
county of Champaign, and State of Illinois,
haveinvented a new and useful Fastener for
Label -Holders, of which the following is a
specification. ‘

This invention relates to label-holders for
cars of that class which are constructed in
box-like form and provided with replaceable
cards which are exposed through the front of
the holder, and has particular reference to a
lock for a movable closure forming a part of
the holder; and the object in view is to pro-
vide a lock in connection with the holder of
such structure and operation that it cannot
be readily opened or closed to permit the clo-
sure to be opened except by properly author-
ized operatives or officials who understand
the peculiarities of the same, and thereby
avold tampering with the eard carried by the
holder.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully heremaftel (1esenbed and
claimed.

In the dlaWID("S I‘wme 1 is a perspective
view of a label-holder having the improved
lock applied thereto. Fig. 2is an enlarged
longitudinal vertical section through the por-
tion of the holder and closure therefor having
the lock mechanism therein. Fig. 3 is a
horizontal section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the part
of the lock mechanism carried by the closure
for the holder and also showing a portion of
said closure.

Similar numerals of reference are em-
ployed to indicate corresponding parts in the
several views.

The reference-numeral 1 designates a suit-
able metallic casing or box having a hanging
extension 2 projecting upwardly from the
back portion thereof and opposite side ears
3, whereby the holder as an entirety may be
secured to a car frame or door, the front of
the holder having an opening therein cov-
ered by a suitable transparent plate or clo-
sure and directly behind which the card bear-
ing the general instruetions relating to the
““ home” road, car-number, initial, and other
instructive matter usually applied to cards of

Serlal No.68,595, (No model.)

this eharacter. The card is inserted through
one end of the holder,which is provided With
a movable closure 4, hmded atits lower end,
so as to fully and eompletely clear the said
open end. of the holder and avoid interfer-
ence with the operation of inserting or w1th-
drawing the card.

The essential feature of the invention re-
sides in the production and utilization of a
lock for the closure 4, which is in part car-
ried by the upper p01t1011 of the holder ad-
jacent to the closure and also in part by the
latter. Depending from the top of the holder
and interiorly located is a box-like hanger or
support 5, having a lower horizontal bottom
6, and extending transversely through the
lower portion of the hanger or support 5,
close to the bottom 6, is a rotatable spindle 7,
which has one extremity exteriorly exposed
and provided with a milled knob or analogous
device 8, which is located at the upper front
portion of the holder adjacent totheclosure 4.

" As clearlyshown by Fig. 3, thespindle 7 is ter-

.minally reduced and has bearing in the front

wall of the holder and the rear vertical mem-
ber of the hanger or support 5, thereby form-
ing two shoulders 9, which maintain the spin-
dle in positive applied position and obstruct
any tendency thereof to transverse sliding
movement. It is necessary that the spindle
be maintained in a positive applied position
for purposes which will hereinafter appear,
and from the central portion thereof extends
a radial cateh arm or element 10, having the
free end thereof rounded or convex, as at 11.
Extending transversely through the radial
catech arm or element 10 is a cross-pin or pro-
jeetion 11%, which serves to connect the co-
operating parts of the lock.

The upper outer corner portion of the clo-
sure 4 on the interior has a box-like inclosure
12, which is substantially open at its inner
side, and the top 13 thereof is formed with an
angular depending extension 14 at its inner
extremity, and in the center of said extremity
is a slot 15. The bottom 16 of the inclosure

12 is continued upwardly and inwardly at an
angle of inclination to form a striker 17, which
is centrally slotted or bifurcated, as at 18, the
slot opening out through the upper end of the
strikerand indirectalinement with the radial
In the inclosure 12

catch arm or element 10.
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ig a vertically-disposed movable catch plate

or member 19, having guide rods or elements

20 secured thereto and movably projecting

upwardly in a horizontal plane through the
5 outer side of the inclosure 12 and the adja-
cent portion of the closure 4 and have their
outer terminals firmly attached to a guard-
plate 21, supplied with a central knob or pull
22. The guide rods or elements 20 are ver-
tically alined and spaced apart from each
other a suitable distance, and between the
outer wall of the inclosure 12 and the mov-
able catch plate or member 19 springs 23 are
interposed and located, respectively, above

[ 4-]

15
These springs 23 equally project the upper
and lower portions of the catch plate or mem-
ber 19 inwardly and maintain said plate nor-
mally projected inward from the outer side
or wall of the inclosure 12, and thereby the
guide rods or elements 20 are caused to hold
the guard-plate 21 closely against the outer
side of the closure 4. The catech plate or
member 19 is forced against the depending
extension 14 of the top of theinclosure 12 and
the angular portion of the bottom 16 at the
point of intersection with the striker 17, and
in the center of said plate, in alinement with
the bifurcation of the said striker, a slot or
opening 24 is formed, through which the free
end of the radial catch-arm projects when the
twoparts of the lock arein connected relation.

In the operation of the lock the closure 4 is
closed or pressed inwardly into the end of the
35 box or casing 1, and the catch arm or mem-
ber 10 is turned down ‘into the upper bifur-
cated or slotted end of the striker 17 and
has its rounded free end 11 brought to force-
fully bear against the catch-plate 19, which
is cleared in view of its spring-mounting
until the said rounded end of the cateh arm
or member enters the slot 24, and for such
arrangementthe cross-pin11 will bearagainst
the outer portion of the upper extremity of
the keeper 17, and thereby lock the-closure
4 against outward movement until the said
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catcharm or member10isreleased. Torelease’

thecatcharm or member 10, the cateh-plate 19

" is first drawn ontwardly, and the arm or mem-
50 ber 10 can then be elevated to clear it from
the upper bifurcated or slotted extremity of
the striker17. In clearing the catch-plate 19
from the catch arm or member 10 said plate

is drawn outwardly by means of the knob or

55 pull 22. It will be seen that before the elo-

sure 4 can be opened it will be necessary to
simultaneously operate both the catch-plate
and catch arm or member, and any one not
havinga full understanding of the operation
60 of the lock will meet with considerable diffi-

and below the said guide.rods or elements 20.
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culty and obstruetion in opening the same.
This form of lock prevents the eard within
the holder from being tampered with by un-
authorized persons or those unacquainted
with the peculiar features of construction
embodied in the lock and the mode of oper-
ating the latter to release the closure 4.

Having thus described the invention, what
ig claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a holder of the
class set forth, a movable closure for one end
of the holder, arotatable spindle supported by
the holder and having a catch-arm with a
cross - pin therein, an inwardly - extending
slotted striker secured to the closure, and a
spring-actuated slotted catch-plate also car-
ried by the closure and normally positioned
outwardly from the striker.

2. In a device of the class set forth com-
prising-a_casing and a movable closure for
one end thereof, a catch device movably sup-
ported by the casing and located on the in-
terior of the latter, said catch device being
operative from the exterior of the casing, a
vertically - disposed catch -plate and an up-
wardly and inwardly extending striker car-
ried by the closure, the catch-plate being
freely movable and having aslot therein, and
means for exteriorly operating the catch-
plate.

3. In a device of the class set forth, the
combination of a casing having a movable
closure at one end, & catch device movably
supported by.and located interiorly of the
casing, and a striker and catch-plate held by
the closure, the catch-plate being vertically
disposed and freely movable to and from the
striker and having a slot therein, the catch
device and eatch-plate having exterlorly-lo-
cated operating means.

4, In a device of the class set forth, the
combination of a easing having a movable
closure at one end, a catch device movably
supported by an interior portion of the cas-
ing and having exteriorly-located operative
means, an inwardly and upwardly extending
striker carried by the closure to receive the
cateh device, and a slidable plate with an
opening therein also carried by the closure
and operating to prevent release of the catch
device from the striker until cleared from the
end of said cateh deviee.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses.

JOHN R. THORNE.

Witnesses:

HERBERT WEST,
E. DONOGHUE.

65

70

75

8o

85

go

100

105




