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UNITED STATES

PateNT OFFICE.

JOSEPII II. JAMES, OF FORT SCOTT, KANSAS.

© DISPLAY-RACK.

SPEC.[FICATIQI,\{ forming part of Letters Patent No. 721,808, dated Maxrch 3, 1808.

-

To all whony it May CONCETH: .

Be it known that I, JosEPH H. JAMES, 8 citi-

zen of the United States of America, residing
at Fort Scott, in the county of Bourbon and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Display-Racks,
of which the following is such a full, clear,
and exact description as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains 0
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, forming a part
hereof. ' : '

Thisinvention hasspecial reference toracks
fordisplaying merchandise in show-windows;
and it consists in certain novel features of
construction, as will be hereinafter first fully
deseribed and then particularly pointed out
in the claims. co0 :

_The annexed drawing represents a display-
rack embodying my improvements, partly i

section and partly in slevation.
In carrying out my invention I form below
the floor A of the show-window a supporting-

frame B, consisting of vertical posts or stand-,

ards O and horizontal beams D, secured to
and supported by the said posts or gtandards.

" Extending between and secured rigidly in the
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_the runways F, so as
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" be readily understood. The upper ends of
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floor of the show-window and the uppermost
beam D is a stationary tube or hub E, hav-
ing annular grooves or runways ¥ formed in
its ends. Inserted throungh this hub or tube

is a hollow shaft G, having adjustable cones

H, which ave adapted o be turned up against
to secure the shaft with-
in the hub or tube, antifriction-balls being
inserted between the runways and the cones
to permit the shaft to turn easily on or in the
hub., Within the shaft G is a second shaft
I, and within the shaft 1 is another shaft J,
the several shafts having pulleys L L M se-
cured to their lower ends. Additional shafts
or fewer shafts may be employed at pleasure,
the exact number being immaterial, as will

the shafts G and I are formed with runways
@' T, in which antifriction-balls are fitted,
and adjustable cones I* J’' on vhe shafts 1 J,
respectively, are adapted to be turned down
against these runways, S0 that each shaft is
hung or supported on tlie upper end of the
next outer shaft. Corresponding adj ustable

| ters; but the
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cones are provided near the lower ends of the
shafts to coact swith runways in the beamsD
to hold the lower portions of the shafts steady,
and thereby prevent vibration of the same.
Upon the upper portions of the shafts GIJ
are secured.shelves or disks N O P, upon
which are placed the articles of merchandise
to be displayed: The pulleys K L M on the
lower ends of the shafts are connected by
suitable belts with pulleys R S T, respec-
 tively secured on & ecounter-shaft Q, which
is mounted in suitable bearings in the floor
of the show-window and the bottom of the
frame B and is provided with a driving-pul-
ley U, to which power i3 applied from any.
suitable motor, Inthe preferred form of the
device the pulleys R S T are of equal diame-.
pulleys K L. M ave of different
diameters, so that the shafts to which they are
attached and the shelves carried by the shafts
may be rotated at different speeds, and some
of the connecting-Lelts may be crossed, if so
desired, 80 that the shelves will move in op-
posite directions. '
It will be readily seen that I have provided
a very simple rack by which merchandise
may be displayed iu a ghow-window and by
being constantly rotated will attract the at-
tention of passers-by. Theseveral ghaftsare
firmly supported against vibration and at the
same time are permitted fo run easily and
without noise. N s
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— . .
1. In a display-rack, the

rigidly therein, a series of coneertric shafts
mounted in said hub, the outermost shaft be-
ing supported by the upper end of the hub
and each inner shaft being supported by the
upper end of the next outer shaft, means for
rotating the shafts independently, and dis-
play-shelves carried by the shafts.

2. In a display-rack, the combination with
a supporting-framework, of a hub secured
rigidly therein and having raceways formed
in its ends adapted to receive antifriction-
balls, a shaft inserted through said hub and
having a raceway formed in its upper end,
cones mounted on said shaft adapted to be

combination with-
a supporting - framework, of s hub secured
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what -
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turned up to the hub to secure the shaft
therein, a raceway in the framework below
the hub, a second shaft mounted concentric-
ally within the first-mentioned shaft, cones
on said secoud shaft adaptod to be turned up
to the raceway iu the framework and the up-
per end of the outer shaft, display-shelves
carried by the shafts, pulleys on the lower
ends of the shafts, driving-gearing, and con-

nections between the gearing and said pul-
leys.

Tn testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
JOSEPII II. JAMIES.
Witnesses:
H. A. PRITCHARD, =~
Norvax E. HiLL,



