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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A portable self-adjusting boat seat having Swingable 

hangers for suspending the seat from the side walls of 
a boat, the hangers being detachable only when swung to 
a predetermined under-seat position. 

manumer 

This invention relates to a seat construction, and more 
particularly to a seat for use in a boat. 
While ordinary rowboats are commonly constructed 

with several seats extending between the side walls there 
of, such seats are often fixed in position, and in many 
situations the position is not that desired by an occupant 
of the boat. 
Among the objects of the present invention may be 

noted the provision of (a) a seat which can be positioned 
at various locations along the length of the boat; (b) a 
seat adapted for boats having differing widths by means 
of a self-adjusting construction; (c) a seat adapted to be 
supported from the side walls of a boat with means for 
accommodating various wall thicknesses; (d) a seat in 
which the hangers or supporting members may be folded 
to provide a handle for carrying the seat; (e) a seat in 
which the hangers are locked in supporting position when 
the seat is in a position to receive an occupant and readily 
detachable when the supporting members are not in the 
supporting position and (f) a uniquely simple and inex 
pensive construction. 
These and other objects and advantages may appear 

more clearly from the following description, which will be 
related to the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a portion of a boat on 

which the seat is in position to receive an occupant; 
FIG. 2 is an elevation of the seat, in which the boat 

walls are shown in section; and 
FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the seat, in which one 

of the hangers is shown in the process of being detached 
from the seat. 
The drawing shows, in FIGS. 1 and 2, a portion of a 

boat having side walls 10 and a strake 11 extending longi 
tudinally along the outside of the wall 10 and at the top 
thereof. 

In the embodiment of the invention herein disclosed 
the seat board is formed with an enlarged central portion 
12, from which are extended the two rectilinear end por 
tions 23. A pair of transversely spaced sockets 21 are se 
cured, by the fasteners 22, to the lower side of each of 
the ends portions 23 between the respective ends of the 
latter and the central portion 12. Each of the sockets 21 
has an opening extending therethrough, and each pair of 
sockets is disposed with the openings therethrough in 
coaxial alignment. 
A generally U-shaped hanger 13, formed from a metal 

rod or tube of circular section, is disposed for swingable 
movement about the axis of each pair of sockets 21. Each 
hanger includes the inwardly directed portions 14 and 
15, which normally extend through each socket of each 
pair and outwardly beyond the respective edges of the end 
portions 23, from which points the first portions 16 and 
17 of the arms of the hanger normally extend upwardly 
alongside the seat board and the second portions 18 and 
19 of the arms are outwardly directed, and at their respec 
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2 
tive ends joined by the inwardly and downwardly bight 
portion 20. 
The freely swingable attachment of the hangers renders 

the assembly self-adjusting to various widths of boats or 
of a single boat, and the shape of the bight portion enables 
assured support from boat walls of differing thickness. This 
is illustrated in FIG. 2, wherein the seat is shown adjusted 
to a boat having the walls 10' spaced substantially farther 
apart than the boat having the walls 10. It will of course 
be obvious that the seat will readily fit any boat having 
walls of some intermediate spacing. 
Another significant advantage of the structure herein 

is effected by forming the length of the inwardly turned 
end portions 14 and 15 of the hnager so that it is greater 
than the aggregate spacing between the board and each 
arm of the hanger, to limit, when the arms are swung to 
a position above the board, the degree of shift of the end 
portions within the sockets to a magnitude less than that 
required to withdraw an end portion from a socket. Slid 
able removal of the hangers from the board is thus pre 
cluded whenever the seat is in position for occupancy. 
The spacing between the arms of the hanger and the 

edge of the seat board is such that a limited mutual shift 
ing of the hangers occurs when the hangers are swung into 
overlapping relation at the middle of the board, as indi 
cated by the dashed lines in FIGS. 1 and 2. The bight por 
tions in the position indicated at 2.0', along with the arm 
positions 16', 17' and 18, illustrate the manner in which 
the hangers may be moved to provide a convenient car 
rying handle for the boat seat. 
The bottom plan view, FIG. 3, illustrates the detach 

able-hanger feature of the invention, which is useful in 
shipping or otherwise transporting the seat. Whenever the 
hangers are swung to a position below the board, their 
lateral shiftability is no longer limited by engagement with 
the board. This permits removal of the hangers from the 
board by simply sliding one end portion of a hanger out of 
its associated socket, and subsequently sliding the other 
end portion in the other direction to remove it from its 
associated socket. FIG. 3 shows this procedure in process, 
the end portion 15 having been slidably removed from the 
socket 21. 
The invention shown and described herein is a preferred 

embodiment thereof; however, it will be apparent that 
changes in shape, size and arrangement of parts may be 
made without departing from the spirit of the invention 
or the scope of the subjoined claims. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. A boat seat comprising a seat board, a pair of 

transversely spaced sockets secured to the lower side of 
each of the end portions of said seat board, each of said 
sockets having an opening extending therethrough, the 
openings through each pair being directed transversely 
with respect to said board and in mutual coaxial relation 
ship, and a pair of removable, generally U-shaped swing 
ably and transversely movable hangers for suspending said 
seat board from the walls of a boat, each hanger having 
inwardly turned and transversely spaced end portions and 
a bight portion formed to rest upon a boat wall, said 
inwardly turned portions pivotally engaging the openings 
of a pair of said sockets and extending transversely there 
from beyond said seat board, the arms of said U-shaped 
hanger extending normally away from the inwardly turned 
portions in spaced relationship with said seat board and 
being longitudinally swingably movable to a plurality of 
positions thereabove and therebelow, the inwardly turned 
spaced end portions of each hanger extending inwardly 
into its associated sockets for a distance greater than the 
aggregate space between said board and the respective 
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arms of said hanger whereby transverse shifting of the 
hanger out of its engaged sockets is precluded by engage 
ment of one or the other of said arms with the edge of 
the seat board when the arms of said hanger are above said 
board, the transverse spacing of the end portions being 
so related to the associated spaced sockets that the end 
portions are transversely shifiable out of said sockets to 
effect removal fo said hanger only when the arms of said 
hanger are below said board. 

2. The structure defined by claim 1, wherein the bight 
portions of the hangers are formed to mutually engage in 
nested relationship in response to transverse shifting of 
the hangers in their respective associated sockets when 
said bight portions are swung to the center of the board, 
whereby to provide a carrying handle for the boat seat. 
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