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My invention more particularly relates to
@ combined clamping mémber and a sup-
piort for a flashlight by which the flashlight
may normally be fricticnally retained in
sald clamping member and readily adjusted
therein and supported by a member. attached
to the clamping member. o

y invention will best be understood by
reference to the accompanying drawing in
which T have illustrated certain preferred

~‘embodiments thereof and in which

Fig. 1 is a side view of a flashlight with
the clamping member and support therefor,

. embodying my invention, attached to the

2 flashlight,
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* the loop, as indicated in Fig. 5.

° Fig. 4).

Fig. 2 is an end view of Fig. 1 and illus-
trating in- dotted lines, positions to which
the flashlight may be turned without chang-
Ing the pesition of the support, N

Fig. 8 is a perspective view illustrating
the combined clamping member for the
flashlight and the support which is attached
thereto, o ~

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of a

® portion of the clamping member,

Fig. 5 is a side view of Fig. 4,

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a modified form
of clamping meinber and a support attached
thereto, embodying my invention, and

Fig. 7 is an end view of Fig. 6. :

Like reference characters indicate like
parts throughout the drawing. :

Referring now to the drawing and first to
Figs. 1 to 5, 10 indicates generally a clamp-
ing device which may be applied to a flash-
light indicated generally at 11, and compris-
Ing a casing, 12, and, in the embodiment of
my invention illustrated, having a side pro-
jection 13.

The clamping member 10 comprises a loop,
14 formed of spring metal, preferably sheet
metal, the loop having slitted portions 15,
the slits extending circumferentially of the

. loops, as best shown in Fig. 4. One end of
“ the loop is slitted, as at 16, providing a pro-

jecting tongue 17 of metal extending along
the slit and bent inwardly with respect. to.
of the metal is also cut away, as at 18 (see
The other end of the loop is simi-

A portion

larly slitted and cut away but reversely to
that of the first end of the loop, that is to
say, the cut away portion and the project-
ing tongue at one end of the loop are at the
opposite side of the strip from those at the
other, : o ‘ ‘
- Prior to assembling the clamping member,
the one end of the loop is located by the side
of the other end. thereof. Referring par-
ticularly to Fig. 8, the tongue 17 of the
metal at one end of the loop would be lo--
cated at the lower side of the tongue 171, as
viewed in Fig. 8. 'To bring the parts into
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ing the end of the loop on which the tongue €

17 1s located, is passed through the cut away
portion 18 of the opposite end of the loop, so
that the tongue 17 drops in behind the
tongue 171, remembering that both tongues
17 and 171 are bent inwardly from the re-
maining portions of the loop.” The two ends

interfitted relation, the strip of metal, form- -

7c

of the loop are thus brought into registry, -

and are free to move relatively to each other,
the tongue 17 forming a guide for the tongue
171 and, conversely, the tongue 171 forming
a guide for the tongue 17. The strip of
metal forming the loop ‘also is preferably

provided with end portions 19 which extend

laterally from the loop and are preferably

curved at their ends as at 20 to form con-.
venient pieces which may be grasped by the
fingers and by compressing which, the slit-
ted portions of the ends of the loop may be
moved away from each other and the loop
thereby enlarged. - oo ke
The strip of metal forming the clamping

member is preferably provided with a lat= .~

eral extension or lug 21 as best shown in

‘Fig. 4, and provided with openings 22, to

which extension a clip or support 23 may
be secured, preferably Tigidly, as by rivets
24 as indicated in Fig. 1.. The support 23

in the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1-and -

8 is turned back upon itself and preferably
extends generally longitudinally of the axis
of - the flashlight 11, the .support being of
suflicient width to hold the flashlight stable
and prevent ‘it from rolling. The end of
the clip 23 is brought into engagerent with

the flashlight casing or is closely adjacent
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thereto, so that the clip may engage a belt
or other article of apparel and furnish a con-
venient means for supporting the flaghlight,
a feature which is particularly useful for
firemen and others who have occasion to
carry a flashlight when both hands are other-
wise engaged. a :

Referring to Fig. 2, it will be seen that the
frictional engagement of the clamp with the

> casing of the flashlight permits ready angu-
lar movement thereof- with respect:to the-

support. This feature is particularly val-
uable for mechanics or. other workers be-
cause it permits the flash light to be placed

5 upon the floor or other support and its beam -

directed in any desired direction.
In the embodiment of my invention -il-

lustrated in Figs. 6 and 7, a loop 141 of

spring metal similar to that illustrated in

Figs. 1 to 5 is provided, but the projecting .

ends thereof are preferably bent outward-
ly as indicated at 25 and are provided with

openings {not illustrated) in which the bent
ends 26 -of a bail shaped metallic member,
26, constituting a hanger for the flashlight,
ate received. ObVlously the flashlight may
be suspended by the bail or the bail may be
turned parallel with the flashlight, as shown
in Fig. 7, and the light supported in stable

! —13031t10n upon the prmectmg ends, 25, svhich

perform the same function as the chp 23, in
Figs.-1and 2.
While I have described my invention in

1ts preferred embochment 1t 1s” to be un--
. derstood that the words which I. have used

are words of description rather than of lim-
itation, and.that changes within the scope
the accompanying claims may.be made
Wlthout departing from the true scope and
spirit of my invention.
“What I claim. is— .
1. In combination, a flashlight provided
with a casing, a'clamping member. compris-
ing a loop tormed of resilient material hav-

5 ing slitted portions interfitted with each

othex and movable relatively to each other
whereby said loop may frictionally engage
said casing, and a support for the ﬂ‘lSth‘ht
on said. loop.

2. In combination, a flashlight provided
with a casing, a clamping member compris-
ing a loop formud of resilient material hav-
ing slitted portions interfitted with each
ot‘ler_ and movable. relatively to each other
whereby said loop may frictionally engage
sald. casing, and a member-secured to said
loop and extending substantially- parallel
with the axis of the flashlight and extend-
ing transversely of the ﬁashhﬂht to a degree
sufficient to prevent the ﬁashhcrht from roll-
ing when resting thereon

3. In combm‘ltlon
with a subst‘mtlally cyhndrlcal casing, a
clamping member comprising a metal -strip
of resilient material having a loop, slitted

ﬂashhght provided
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circumferentially at two portlons and a part
cut away transversely at each portion where-
by the two portions may interfit with and
move relatively to each other, said strip
also being provided with outwardly extend-
ing end portlons by which the size of said
loop may be varied, and means attached to
said loop for supporting said flashlight.

4. In combination, a flashlight prov1ded
with a substantially cylindrical ¢asing and
a clamping member comprising a metal strip
formed of resilient material having a loop
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slitted circumferentially at two portions and -

a part cut away transversely at each por-
tion, each leaving a-metal tongue extending

80

along: each of said slitted por’mons, each of -

said metal tongues being ‘bent inwardly,
whereby the two portmns may interfit with
~and move relatively to each-other, means
whereby the size of said 1oop may be varied;

and means attached to said clamping mem-
ber for supporting said. flashlight.
5. A flashlight support comprising a- band

adapted to embrace and frictionally engage
~said: flashlight and -having slitted - pmtlons‘

interfitted with -each. other and provided
with.an:offset portion forming a stable sup-
port for said flashlight and preventing it
from rolling when restmo thereon.

6. In a combined clamplnrr member and”

support for a-generally cylindrical member,
a strip of spring metal comprising a‘loop
having slitted end portions interfitted with
each other and movable relatively to each

other whereby-the size of said locop may be’

changed, means for changing the size of
said loop, and a support for said eylindrical
member on said loop.

7. In combination, a device provided with
a substantially cylindrical casing, a clamp-
ing member therefor comprising a metal
stup formed of resilient material and hav-
ing a loop slitted circumferentially at two
portlons and a part-cut away tmnsver@ely at
each portion, whereby the two portions may
be interfitted with and move relatively: to
each other, means whereby the size of said

loop may be varied, and means attached to

said ‘clamping member for- supportmg said

device.
FRANCIS R. MEGINNISS.
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