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UNITED STATES PATENT of FICE 
2,527,953 

CHILDS STROLLER HAVING SPRING 
SUPPORTED SEAT 

Robert P. Muffley, McCook, Nebr. 
Application April 28, 1947, Seria No. 44,407 

This invention appertains to novel and useful 
improvements in devices for propelling children, 
both for their amusement and transportation. 
An object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved vehicle for children which comprises a 
body made of a center board with a figure at the 
front thereof together with a seat which is piv 
oted immediately behind the figure, said seat 
having a pivotal back rest connected thereWith to 
Support the child and the center board having a 
compartment at the rear for receiving various 
and Sundry articles, and the back rest having pro 
Visions to accommodate an extension for the com 
fort of the child. 
Another purpose of this invention is to provide 

an attractive appearing device which is Smoothly 
operating and which lends itself well to commer 
cial manufacture and usual shop practices, utiliz 
ing only conventional materials. 

Ancillary objects and features of novelty as well 
as those specifically stated hereinabove, will be 

14 Claims. (CI. 155-55) 
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come apparent to those skilled in the art, in fol 
lowing the description of the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the present invention, 
parts being removed; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
invention disclosed in Figure 1 and taken Sub 
stantially on the line 2-2 thereof and in the di 
rection of the arrows; 
Figure 3 is a transverse Sectional view of the 

invention disclosed in Figure 2 and taken sub 
Stantially on the line 3-3 thereof and in the di 
rection of the arrows; 
Figure 4 is a transverse Sectional view of the 

invention disclosed in Figure 1 and taken sub 
stantially on the line 4-4 thereof; 

Figure 5 is an exploded perspective view of a 
portion of the seat and back rest construction, 
showing a removable extension for said back 
rest; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the handle 
means forming part of the present invention, 
showing the same With parts broken away; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a detail of 
construction exemplifying the footrest means 
used in conjunction with the present invention; 

Figure 8 is an alternate form of decorative fig 
urehead used in conjunction with the instant in 
vention; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of a modified 
form of figurehead used herewith, and 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary elevational view of 
the back rest, 
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2 
Referring now in detail to the illustrated pre 

ferred embodiments of the present invention, like 
reference characters are used throughout to indi 
Cate Similar elements. 
A body member ), composed of wood, metal or 

any other suitable material, is provided with a 
decorative figurehead 2 thereon. It is noted at 
this point that any type of figurine may be used 
in place of the illustrated member 2 if so desired. 
AS is seen from Figures 8 and 9, a pony 4 and 
a bear 6 may be used by discarding the body 
member is in favor of another one with the pony 
or bear Shape at one end thereof. 
A perch 8 is secured to the forward end of the 

said body member by Some Suitable conventional 
means such as screws, rivets and the like. A 
bore 2 is in said perch 8 and a stub shaft 22 is 
adapted to be received therein. A bifurcated 
steering member 24 is rigidly secured to one ter 
minal portion of Said Shaft 22 as by welding, riv 
eting or the like and a thrust bearing 26 is inter 
posed between a shoulder of said bifurcated 
member and the perch 8. AS is seen from Figure 
l, a Suitable limiting means is provided at the op 
posite end of said shaft 22, preferably the usual 
head 28. 
An aperture 30 is formed in the said body 

member 0 and a pivot pin 32 is rotatably placed 
therein. It is noted that this aperture and pivot 
pin are adjacent the forward end or caster 34 
of the invention. A seat 36 is fabricated with a 
bifurcated extension 38 thereon. The said bi 
furcated extension is adapted to be received on 
Said body member, the member O extending 
through the bifurcation in the portion 38 and the 
Same end resting on said pivot pin 32. Suitable 
Securing means may be used to secure said bifur 
cated end to the pivot pin. A transverse exten 
Sion 40 having a slot 2 centrally thereof is rig 
idly secured to the under portion of said seat. 
The slotted member 49 is received on the said 
body portion and is resiliently urged there 
from by a Suitable conventional resilient biasing 
means Such as a coil Spring 44 positioned in a 
notch 46 which is provided in the said body mem 

For this purpose an enlargement 48 is 
made in Said slot 42 and receives said resilient 
biasing means 44 therein. A back rest portion 
50 is pivotally received on said seat and is con 
Structed as follows: A continuous heavy wire. 
member 52 is provided with curves and bends to 
constitute a Substantially annular skeleton por 
tion. A hinge 52, which may be in the form of 
simple eye brackets, is secured to the rear portion 
of Said seat. 36 and encircles a selected wire of 
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said skeleton 52. Apertures 56 are provided 
through said seat and extensions 58 of the fran 
ing member 52 extend therethrough. A Sub 
stantially arcuate foraminous filler member 50 
is provided on said framing member 52 thus con 
stituting the back rest portion. Perches 62 in 
the form of arcuate extensions of Said framing 
member extend forward of said back rest and 
are adapted to receive a siutable safety belt 64 
therea cross. It is quite apparent that this belt is 
for the purpose of confining a child in the seat 
for Safety purpOSes. 

It is apparent that the seat 36 is permitted to 
have pivotal motion about the axis of pivot pin 
32 and the back rest is pivotal about the pivot 
point or hinge 54. The said extensions 58 pro 
vide limiting means for the travel of Said back 
rest since when said back rest moves a prede 
termined amount, the bent edges or stops 66 
abut the under portion of Said seat thereby pre 
wenting further motion. A pair of tubes 68 are 
secured to the rear portion of said back rest 
and are adapted to receive in removable relation 
thereWith the back rest extension 69. The pref 
erable construction of said removable back rest 
is a pair of wires of substantially the same 
length, an arcuate tube removably joining a pair 
of terminal portions thereof and Said tube cov 
ered with a heavy webbing such as canvas 72 or 
the like. This back rest extension 69 may be 
removably secured to said back rest 50 by sliding 
a pair of ends of the said wires 70 in the tubes 68, 
two of which are provided for this purpose. This 
construction permits of easy disassembly into a 
Small, easily handled bundle. 

It is noted at this point that a resilient latch 
ing member 3 is provided on the back rest. 
This hook removably engages the Seat member 
for holding the said back rest in the upward 
position. 
An aperture 4 is provided adjacent said aper 

ture 30 for receiving a pivot pin 76 therein. It is 
Seen from an inspection of Figure 7 that the Said 
pivot pin 76 is a joining member between a pair 
of stirrups and that Spacers 7 are disposed on 
the pin 76 between the member 0 and the stir 
rups. The said stirrups comprise a base 8 hav 
ing a heel rest 80 rigidly secured thereto and a 
tie strip 84 is received over said base, secured 
thereunder and pivotally received on the pivot 
pin 76. There is a pair of Said stirrups and the 
other one thereof is identical to the stirrup de 
Scribed herein. It can be seen from an inspec 
tion of Figure 4 that a single stirrup is received 
on each side of the body member 0. Further, 
a conventional wing nut 86 is received on one ter 
minal portion of the said pivot pin 76 thereby 
permitting the stirrups to be locked in a prede 
termined fixed position, if so desired. 
A crossmember 88 is rigidly secured to the rear 

portion of said body member 0 and has an axle 
rigidly secured to the bottom thereof. The said 
axle 9) has suitable conventional wheels 92 re 
movably secured thereto, utilizing conventional 
tassel nuts 94 at each end of the said axle. A 
platform 96 is secured to the upper portion of 
said crossmember 88 and a Suitable foraminous 
webbing 98 extends peripherally and upwardly 
thereof, defining a luggage carrying compart 
ment. An extension 00 of said crossmember 88 
projects through said platform. 
Referring now to Figures 1 and 6, it is seen 

that a sleeve t O2 is secured in said luggage com 
partment adjacent the brace member 100. It 
is noted that the body. 10 is received lonigtudi 

O 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 

30 

65 

70 

75 

4 
naily through said sleeve. A handle means 06 
has a reduced shank 8 thereon and a slot 09 
longitudinally of Said reduced shank. This slot 
is adapted to be received around the body to 
when the handle means 06 is received in its 
operative position or otherwise stated in the 
sleeve 02. A Suitable conventional Spring 
loaded pin if 0 is received in said reduced shank 
and is adapted to cooperate with an aperture 
2 provided in Said sleeve. 
By this construction, the handle means may 

be removed by Simply exerting a force on the 
spring-loaded locking pin 0 and Slipping the 
handle selectively in or out of the said sleeve. 

It is seen that a device capable of performing 
all of the Specifically-mentioned objects as well 
as ancillary objects, has been described herein 
above. However, it is apparent to those skilled 
in the art that various changes including omis 
Sions and additions may be made herein without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. Ac 
Cordingly, limitation is sought only in accordance 
with the Scope of the following claims. 

Having thus described the present invention 
what is claimed as novel and improved is as 
follows: 

1. A stroller comprising a body member, foot 
rests pivoted to said body member, means for 
locking Said footrests in predetermined pivotal 
positions, a Seat having a forward extending pro 
jection pivoted to said body member, said seat 
having an extension attached to the undersurface 
thereof with a slot therein, means in said slot for 
resiliently biasing Said seat, said Slot having a 
portion of Said body member therein for guid 
ing Said Seat in a predetermined travel, back 
rest lineans pivoted to Said seat, and limiting 
means on said back rest means engaging the 
underSurface of Said Seat. 

2. A stroller comprising a body member, a seat 
having a bifurcated forward extension pivoted to 
Said body member, a transverse extension secured 
to the underSurface of said seat and having a 
slot therein, means for resiliently biasing said 
seat positioned in said slot and reacting on said 
body member, Said body portion engaged with 
Said slot for guiding Said seat in a predetermined 
travel, back rest means pivoted to said seat, and 
limiting means on Said back rest means extend 
ing through said seat. 

3. A stroller comprising a body member, a seat 
pivoted at the front end thereof to said body 
member, a transverse extension secured to said 
seat and having a slot therein, means for re 
Siliently biasing said seat in said slot, a portion 
of said body within said slot for guiding said 
seat in a predetermined pivotal travel, back rest 
means pivoted to Said seat, limiting means on 
Said back rest means, said limiting means com 
prising arcuate extensions secured to said back 
rest means, apertures in Said seat and said ex 
tensions extending through said apertures, and 
stops on the terminal portions of said extensions 
adapted to engage the undersurface of said seat. 

4. A Stroller comprising a body member, a seat 
pivoted adjacent the forward end thereof to said 
body member, means for resiliently biasing said 
Seat Within Said body and reacting on said seat, 
means projecting from the undersurface of said 
Seat for guiding said seat in a predetermined 
travel, back rest means pivoted to said seat, lim 
iting means on said back rest means extending 
through said seat, said back rest means includ. 
ing a grid member, and hinge means secured to 
Said Seat and said grid member. 



5. In a vehicle having a body, a seat having a 
member with a slot therein projecting therefrom, 
an enlargement in the slot and the slot receiving 
a portion of the body therein, means for pivotally 
attaching said seat to said body, and resilient 
means in Said enlargement biasing said Seat, a 
wire hingedly attached to said seat having curves 
constituting a frame, and a covering over said 
frame. 

6. In a vehicle having a body, a seat having a 
member with a slot therein projecting therefrom, 
an enlargement in the slot and the slot receiving 
a portion of the body therein, means for pivotally 
attaching said seat to said body, and resilient 
means in said enlargement biasing said Seat, a 
wire hingedly attached to said seat having curves 
constituting a frame, a covering over Said frame, 
said body having a notch, and said resilient means 
comprising a Spring seated in Said notch and in 
said enlargement. 

7. In a vehicle having a body, a seat having a 
member with a slot therein projecting therefrom, 
an enlargement in the Slot and the slot receiving 
a portion of the body therein, means for pivotally 
attaching said seat to said body, and resilient 
means in said enlargement biasing said seat, a 
wire hingedly attached to Said seat having curves 
constituting a frame and a COVering Over Said 
frame, said body having a notch, said resilient 
means comprising a Spring seated in said notch 
and said enlargement, extensions of said wire 
projecting through Said seat and bent portions 
at the terminals thereof cooperating with said 
seat to limit the pivotal travel of said wire rela 
tive to Said seat. 

8. For use in a stroller having a body, a seat 
pivoted adjacent its forward end to said body, 
a wire having bends therein to form an arcuate 
back rest, means for hingedly attaching said back 
rest at its rear portion to said seat adjacent the 
rear portion thereof, means associated with said 
back rest and extending through said seat to 
limit the pivotal travel of Said back rest relative 
to said Seat, and resilient means Seated in Said 
Said body and reacting on said Seat for biasing 
said seat relative to Said body. 

9. For use in a stroller having a body, a seat 
pivoted adjacent its forward end to said body, 
a wire having bends therein to form an arcuate 
back rest, means for hingedly attaching said back 
rest at its rear portion to said seat adjacent the 
rear portion thereof, means aSSociated with said 
back rest and extending through Said seat to 
limit the pivotal travel of said back rest relative 
to said seat, resilient means Seated in said body 
and reacting on said seat for biasing said seat 
relative to Said body, said body having a notch 
therein, said Seat having an extension secured 
to the undersurface thereof with a slot therein, 
and said resilient means comprising a Spring 60 m 2,482,827 
seated in Said notch and in said slot. 
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10. The combination of claim 9 and said slot 
having a portion of said body received therein 
to prevent excessive lateral movement of Said 
seat. - 

11. The combination of claim 8 and said back 
rest travel limiting means including an arcuate 
arm with a stop thereon engaging the under 
Surface of said Seat. 

12. The combination of claim 8 and said back 
rest having perches integral therewith to accom 
modate a strap for retaining a child within the 
Seat. s - 

13. A vehicle for children comprising a body 
including a centerboard with a notch, a seat 
pivoted adjacent its forward end to said center 
board, an extension secured to the undersurface 
of said seat and having a slot therein, a portion 
of said centerboard adjacent the notch being re 
ceived in said slot, an enlargement in Said slot 
and a spring seated in said enlargement and said 
notch, a wire frame pivoted to said Seat adjacent 
the rear portion thereof, a covering on said frame, 
and arcuate arms having stops thereon extending 
through said seat to limit the pivotal travel of 
Said Wire frane, 

14. A vehicle for children comprising a body 
including a centerboard with a notch, a seat piv 
oted adjacent its forward end to said centerboard, 
an extension secured to the undersurface of said 
seat and having a slot therein, a portion of Said 
centerboard adjacent the notch being received 
in said slot, an enlargement in Said slot and a 
spring seated in said enlargement and said notch, 
a wire frame pivoted to said seat adjacent the 
rear portion thereof, a covering on said frame, 
arcuate arms having stops thereon extending 
through said seat to limit the pivotal travel of 
Said wire frame, and perches on Said frame pro 
jecting forwardly thereof for accommodating a 
Strap. . . . 

ROBERT. P. MUFFLEY. 

REFERENCES CITED 

The following references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENS 
Number Name Date 
D. 121,800 Troendle ----------- Aug. 6, 1940 
D. 138,468 Call ---------------- Aug. 8, 1944 

436,444 Tischler ----------- Sept. 16, 1890 
709,619 Wanger ----------- Sept. 23, 1902 

1,646,606 Wilson ----------- Oct. 25, 1927 
1,654,169 Higginson --------- Dec. 27, 1927 
1,793,848 Gill et all ---------- Feb. 24, 1931 
1876,111 Wan Guelpen -------- Sept. 6, 1932 
2,296,415 Baker et all -------- - Sept. 22, 1942 
2,388,441 Ressinger --------. Nov. 6, 1945. 
2,426,432 Breckner et all ------ Aug. 26, 1947 

Black ------------- Sept. 27, 1949 

  


