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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
ELNER t?...I.SWORTH WILT, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

WAROROBE SUCASE 

Application filed July 2, 1931. Serial No. 548,393. 
r: 

iS invention relates to suit cases and 
lliore particuliary to wardrobe suit cases pro 
vided with a garmeat-hoiding hanger or 

Siouinted ii) the upper portion of the 5 

: gin object of ti 
'e a case of conventional size in which gar 

ten is may be a 1 on hangers and be 
nicked and carried in the case without becom 

inked, 
invention is the 

on of a container for various acces 
located within the Wardrobe suit case, 

icin container is preferably movable rela 
tively to the case walls and self-adjusting 
relatively to the clothing in the case, and is 
adapted to cooperate with the garment hang 
2} and with the case walls to retain the cloth 
ing in proper position. The container may 
be in the form of a tray, either open or closed, 

d the interior contour of the case is corre 
::ies to the outer contour of the containe' so 
that the space between the proximate case 
and container walls is substantially uniform 
in depth. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a transverse sectional view of a 

wardrobe suit case embodying my invention, 
£he same being shown as resting on the side 
wall of the main section, with the cover in 
raised position. 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the case, 
shoving the cover in closed position. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the case shown in 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse section of a closed 
case showing a modified form of container. 
In the following Specification the walls of 

the case are designated as top, bottom and 
side wails according to their positions when 
the case is upright, that is, when in the posi 
tion in which it is carried by the use of the 
hand hold secured to the top wall. 

in that embodiment of the invention shown 
in figs. I to 3 inclusive. the main section of 
the case comprises a botton 10, side wall 11, 
top 12 and end wall is 13 and 14. The cover 
comprises a bottom portion 15, side wall 16, 
top 17 and end walls Said 19. A garment 
hanger fixture is indicated at 20, the same 

5 

3 5 

& 

being secured in the upper portion of the 
cover. intermediate the side wall 11 and the 
bottom 10 and top 12, are curved portions 
21 and 22, espectively, and the side wall 16 
of the cover likewise merges into the bottom 55 
15 and top 17 by curved portions 23 and 24, 
respectively. The external contour of the 
Walls 21 to 24 inclusive may be concentric 
with the inner contour of said parts or may 
take any other desired form, that is, the ex- 60 
ternal form of the case may be substantially 
rectangular in transverse section, if desired. 
The internal contour, however, is especially 
related to the contour of the container for 
accessories about to be described. 65 
Said container is shown in the form of an 

open faced tray which is as long as the in 
terior dimension of the side wall 11, but of 
less width than the space between the side 
walls 11 and 16 and of less depth than 70 
the distance between the walls 10 and 
12. Said tray comprises a substantial 
ly flat wall 25 which may be termed the 
bottom of the tray, side walls 26, 26 and top 
Sections 27, 27, the side walls 26 merging into 75 
the bottom and top walls 25 and 27 by curved 
walls 28 and 29, respectively. The end walls 
of the tray are indicated at 30. The con 
tainer may rest on brackets 31 secured to the 
end walls 13 and 14 of the case, or said brack- 80 
ets 31 may be dispensed with, if desired, and 
the container may be positioned directly on 
the clothing. 
The inner surfaces of the case walls are 

preferably lined and smooth. A piece of 85 
leather or fabric lining 32 secured to the wall 
16 of the cover extends to and is secured on 
the walls of the main section, and closes the 
gap 33 occasioned by the opening of the cover. 
Said lining extends loosely across the hinged 90 
connection between case and cover. 
In the form of construction shown in Figs. 

1 to 3 inclusive, the interior contour of the 
case walls, when closed, and the external 
shape of the tray or container are correlated 9 
to provide a space of substantially uniform 
depth between the container and the case for 
the reception of garments. After garments 
have been arranged on the hanger or hangers 
in the cover of the case and depend from said 90 
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hanger or hangers downwardly into the main 
section. So as to rest on the side Wall 11 of said 
section, with the free ends extending over 
the edge of the top 12 outwardly of the case, 
the tray or container is placed into position 
either on the brackets 31 or directly on the 
clothing in the case, and then the free ends 
of the garments are folded over the container 
wai is 26, 29 and 27, between said Walls and the 
case top, as required by the length of the 
garments. 

Preferably the tray or container is floating, 
that is, movable relatively to the case Walls 
and thereby self-adjusting to accommodate 
clothes of various thicknesses and lengths in 
the case, but the slight movement of the tray 
which takes place when the case is uormally 
packed, does not materially alter the prede 
termined relationship between container and 
case walls or the substantially uniform depth 
of space between them. 
The making of the outer surfaces of the 

container walls substantially parallel to or 
concentric with the proximate inner surfaces 
of the case walls is of decided advantage in 
maintaining the garments in unwrinkled con 
dition. This is due not only to the contour 
of the tray or container but also to the fact 
that the clothing cannot become “bunched” in 
corners, or in spaces, between tray and case, 
of materially greater depth at one place than 
at another. 
The case shown in Fig. 4 is susbtantially 

the same as that described in connection with 
Figs. 1 and 3 inclusive but the tray or inner 
container is slightly modified in form. The 
bottom 34 is substantially parallel to the case 
wall 11 and extends from one longitudinal 
margin into a curved side 35 located opposite 
the bottom walls 10 and 15. At the other 
longitudinal side of the tray the wall 34 
merges into a curved portion 36 terminating 
in an upright wall 37. This form of case is 
well adapted for holding men's garments 
such as suit coats, whereas the form shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3 is preferable for use with 
longer garments such as women's dresses and 
the like. Clothing depending from the cover 
into the case between the walls 10 and 35 and 
between the walls 11 and 34, will be properly 
held and prevented from becoming wrinkled. 
A conventional hand-hold secured to the 

top wall 12 is indicated at 38 and a brace 
member for limiting movement of the coveris 
indicated at 39. 
Changes may be made in details of con 

struction without departing from the scope 
of my invention and I do not intend to be 
limited to the exact form shown and de 
scribed except as set forth in the appended 
claims. 

claim :- 
1. A suit case comprising two body mem 

bers hingedly secured together, and an ac 
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being of a width and depth less than the 
width and depth respectively of the case, the 
contour of the inner surfaces of the case and 
of the outer surfaces of the container being 
correlated to provide a continuous space of 
substantially uniform depth betwen the top, 
bottom and side walls of the container and 
case respectively for the reception of cloth 
ling. 

2. A Suit case comprising two body mem 
bers hingedly Secured together, a floating 
containe in the case, said container being of 
a width and depth less than the width and 
depth respectively of the case, and adapted 
to be spaced from the walls of the case when 
closed, the extent of the several spaces be 
tween container and case walls being deter 
mined by the thickness of the clothing in the 
case, and the longitudinal walls of the con 
tainer facing the top and bottom walls of the 
case being curved transversely of the con 
tainer, the inner surfaces of the case opposite 
said curved container walls being substan 
tially concentric with said curved walls to 
provide a space between the case and con 
tainer of substantially uniform depth. 

3. A suit case comprising a tray support 
ing section and a cover section hingedly se 
cured together, a floating tray within the case 
and normally spaced from the side, bottom 
and top walls of the case sections when closed 
to provide a continuous space for clothing 
therebetween, and means serving to center 
the tray transversely between the case Sec 
tions, said tray having rounded wallis facing 
the top and bottom walls of the case and be 
ing slidable on the centering means toward 
and from the top and bottom walls of the 
case to engage and hold the clothing, the 
contour of the inner surfaces of the case and 
of the outer surfaces of the tray being corre 
lated to provide a space of substantially uni 
form depth between the top, bottom and side 
walls of the tray and case respectively for 
the reception of clothing. 

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing 
as my invention, I affix my signature, this 
27th day of June, 1931. 

ELMER ELLSWORTH WILT. 
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