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FING DEVICE OR, TALKING-MACHINE RECORDS. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Bs it known that I, ANDREW L. WEIS, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
resident of Monroe, Monroe county, Michi 
gan, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Filing Devices for Talking 
Machine Records, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to devices for filing 

the disk shaped records of talking machines. 
Generally stated, the object of my inven 

tion is to provide a novel and highly effi 
cient filing device for this particular pur 
nose. w 

Special objects are to provide a device of 
such character that the records can be easily 
removed and replaced; to provide a con 
struction whereby a filing device of this kind 
can be made cheaply; to provide an in 
proved construction whereby the records 
will be fully inclosed and protected against 
dust, without danger of scratching; and to 
provide certain details of construction and 
combinations tending to increase the general 
ificiency of a filing device of this particular 

character. 
To these and other useful ends my inven 

tion consists in matters hereinafter set forth 
and claimed. - 

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 
is a perspective of a cabinet for the envelops 
of a filing device embodying the principles 
of my invention. Fig. 2 is a cross - 2ction 
of a filing device embodying the principles 
o; .ny invention. Fig. 3 is a detail sectional 
view of the lower portion of said filing de 
vice. Fig. 4 is a perspective of one of the 
envelops, showing the side walls thereof 
flexed or sprung apart. Fig. 5 shows the 
bank from which the envelop is made. Fig. 
6 is a side view showing a group of the en 
velops laid together, illustrating the vertical 
series arrangement of the different number 
tabs thereof. Fig. 7 is a vertical section of 
one of said envelops, 
As thus illustrated, my invention con 

prises a cabinet A with compartments a 
separated by partitions a, the latter held to 
gether by bottom strips a and a, the strip 
a having a rearwardly inclined upper sur 
face. The partitions a have their lower 
edges provided with tongues a which rest 
between the bottom strips. The envelops B 
are all alike, except that the tab b on one 
envelop is either higheg or tower than bin 

the adjacent envelops, there being a plural 
ity of these vertical filing envelops in each 
compartment a of the cabinet. Each en 
velop B is closed at its rear edge b, and at 
its lower edges b° and b, whereby each en 
velop is open at the top and front edges 60 
thereof. The front edges are cut away at 
b', more on the right hand edge than on the 
left, to permit grasping of the disk-like rec 
ord C therein. The bottom edges b? and b8 
form opposite inclines for the lower edge of 
the record, thus holding the latter against 
rolling motion when seated in the envelop. 
Each envelop has a lower, end portion be provided with a metal edged opening b°, and 
a rod D runs through all of these openings, 
and through the tongues a, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3, the rod being held in place by 
a pivoted latch d at one end of the cabinet. 
The axis of the envelop is so located that 
the weight of the records tends to tilt the en 
velop backward upon the upper surface of 
the strip a, as shown in Fig. 2. Each en 
velop can be tilted forward to the position 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, and in this position any envelop is dependent upon fric 
tion with those at each side to hold it in po 
sition--that is, against falling backward. 
The tabs b, which have the numbers of the 
records thereon, serve as handles by which 
the records can be pulled forward. Each 
envelop is made of a paper blank folded 
and pasted together. Thus the records can 
be conveniently erranged close together, and 
are, at the same time, easily removed with 
out disturbing the entire collection. By re 
moving the rod D, other envelops can be in 
serted in the proper compartments as fast 
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as the collection increases, each compart- . . 
ment representing a letter of the alphabet. 
Or the cabinet can be supplied in the first 
instance with the maximum number of en 
velops. By cutting away more of the right 
hand edge than the left, as shown in Figs. 4, 
5 and 6, the insertion of the record is facili 
tated, as the two walls are more easily part 
ed by the thumb of the left hand. 

I do not limit myself to the exact construc 
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tion shown and described. Also, I do not . 
limit myself to any particular use, as it is 
obvious that a filing device of this kind 
may be used for other purposes, as well as 
for filing records. 
An important feature of my invention, it 

will be seen, is the tendency on the part of 
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each envelop to gravitate backward in aii are maintained in forward position only by 
positions thereof. As the walls of the en 
velops are flexible, and as they are tightly 
grouped together, it follows that the inser. 
tion of the records will crowd the sides of 
the envelops into close frictional engage 
ment, with each other. In this way each en 
velop is capable of holding itself in forward 
position, and at the same time it tends. al 
ways to gravitate in a backward direction. 
It is always easy, therefore, to straighten 
up the filing envelops of the cabinet, by 
running the hand along the front edges 
thereof, and by pushing in any envelops 
which have been held in their forward posi 
tion. A slight jarring or rocking of the 
cabinet throws all of the envelops into. Anor 
mal position, because at no time is the cen: 
ter of gravity of any envelop in front of 
the axis thereof. No matter where the en 
velops are, or in what position, the center 
of gravity is such that they have a constant 
tendency to recover their normal positions. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A filing device for talking machine. 

disk records, comprising a cabinet, and 8. 
plurality of disk holders disposed side by 
side in said cabinet, each holder being in the 
form of an envelop having closed bottom. 
and rear edges, and open top and front 
edges, said holders being mounted to oscil 
late about a common axis, and means for 
limiting the motion of the holders, serving 
to keep the center of gravity of each holder 
always behind said axis, and whereby each 
envelop tends to gravitate backward in all 
positions thereof, said means including par 
allel bars forming front and rear stops for 
said holders, each holder having a bottom 
portion extending downward between said 
bars, and Said axis consisting of a removable 
rod extending through the said bottom por 
tion of each holder. w 2. A filing system for disk records, com 
prising a cabinet, a plurality of vertically 
disposed envelops held in said cabinet, hav 
ing flexible sidewalls, and arranged side by 
side in direct contact with each other, said 
cabinet having means for keeping the en velops in position, but permitting some lat 
eral expansion or displacement thereof, 
when the records are inserted in the en 
velops, and means providing a pivot for the 
lower end of each envelop, whereby said en 
velops may be tilted edgewise in the planes 
thereof, about a horizontally disposed axis 
extending through said planes, said en 
velops beig accessible at their forward 
adges, at the front of the cabinet, and stops 
for limiting the forward and back motion 
of said envelops, disposed in position to 
keep the center of gravity of each envelo 
béhind said axis, for all positions thereof, 
whereby said envelops tend to gravitate 
backward from their forward position, and 

thereof, about a horizontally dispose 

“friction between their sides. 
3. A filing system for disk records, cond 

prising a cabines, a plurality of vertically 
disposed envelops held in said cabinet, hav 
ing flexible side walls, and arranged side 
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by side in direct contact with each other, 
said cabinet having means for keeping the 
envelops in position, but permitting some 
lateral expansion or displacement thereof, 
when the records are inserted in the envelops, 
and means providing a pivot for the lower 
end of each envelop, whereby said envelops 
may be tilted edgewise in the planes there 
of, about a horizontally disposed axis ex 
tending through said planes, said envelops 
being accessible at their forward edges, at 
the front of the cabinet, and stops for limite 
ing the forward and back motion of said 
envelops, disposed in position to keep the 
center of gravity of each envelop behind 
said axis, for all positions thereof, whereby 
said envelops tend to gravitate backward 
from their forward position, and are main 
tained in forward position only by friction g, 
between their sides, each envelop having 
downwardly converging lower edges for en 
gaging said stops, and having also a depend 
ing portion for said 
said lower edges. ... ' 

4. A filing system for disk records, com 
prising a cabinet, a plurality of vertically 
disposed envelops held in said cabinet, hav. 
ing flexible side walls, and arranged side by 

pivot, disposed between 

side in direct contact with each other, said 
cabinet, having means for keeping the en velops in position, but permitting some lat 
eral expansion or displacement thereof, 
when the records are inserted in the en 
velops, and means providing a pivot for the 
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s 
lower end of each envelop, whereby said en 
velops may be. tilted edgewise in the glas 
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extending through said planes, said envelops 
being accessible at their forward edges, at 
the front of the cabinet, and stops for limit 
ing the forward and back motion of said en 
velops, disposed in position to keep the cen 
ter of gravity of each envelop behind said 
axis, for all positions thereof, whereby said 
envelops tend to gravitate backward from 
their forward position, and are maintained 
in forward position only by friction between 
their sides, each envelop having closed rear 
and lower edges, but having open top and 

(b. 

2.5 

SG 
front edges, the upper front portion of each 
envelop being notched to permié, grasping of 
the record, and said SEE at 
one side of the record than at the other. 

5. A filing system for disix records, com 
prising a cabinet, 3 plurality of vertically 
disposed envelops held in Seid cabinet, hay 
ing flexible side walls, and arranged side by 
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side in direct contact with each other, said 
cabinet having mea as to keeping this 52 36 



O 

15 

1,117,118 

velops in position, but permitting some lat 
eral expansion or displacement... thereof, 
when the records are inserted in the en 
velops, and means providing a pivot for the 
lower end of each envelop, whereby said en 
velops may be tilted edgewise in the planes 
thereof, about a horizontally disposed axis 
extending through said planes, said envelops 
being accessible at their forward edges, at 
the front of the cabinet, and stops for limit 
ing the forward and back motion of said en 
velops, disposed in position to keep the cent 
ter of gravity of each envelop behind said 
axis, for all positions thereof, whereby said 
envelops tend to gravitate backward from 
their forward position, and are maintained in forward position only by friction between 
their sides, said cabinet being divided into compartments for holding said envelops in 
groups, and said axis being formed by a 
removable rod extending through the bot 
tom of each compartment. 

6. A filing system for disk records, com 
prising a cabinet, a plurality of vertically 
disposed envelops held in said cabinet, hav 
ing flexible side walls, and arranged side by 
side in direct contact with each other, said 
cabinet having means for keeping the en 
velops in position, but permitting some lat 
eral expansion or displacement thereof, 
when the records are inserted in the en 
velops, and means providing a pivot for the 
lower end of each envelop whereby said en 
velops may be tilted edgewise in the planes. 
thereof, about a horizontally disposed axis 
extending through said planes, said en 
velops being accessible at their forward 
edges, at the front of the cabinet, and stops 

for limiting the forward and back motion 
of said envelops, disposed in position to 
keep the center of gravity of each envelo 
behind said axis, for all positions thereof, 
whereby said envelops tend to gravitate 
backward from their forward position, and 
are maintained in forward position only by 
friction between their sides, said axis being 
formed by a removable rod on which said 
envelops are free to move sidewise. 

7. A filing device for talking machine 
disk records, comprising a cabinet, and a 
plurality of disk holders disposed side by 
side in said cabinet, each holder being in the 
form of an envelop having closed bottom 
and rear edges, and open top and front 
edges, said holders being mounted to oscil 
late about a common axis, and means for 
limiting the motion of the holders, serving 
to keep the center of gravity of each holder 
always behind said axis, and whereby each 
envelop tends to gravitate backward in all 
positions thereof, said means including par 
allel bars forming front and rear stops for 
said holders, each holder having a bottom 
portion extending downward between said 
bars, and said axis consisting of a removable 
rod extending through the said bottom por 
tion of each holder, said holders being flexi 
ble and having frictional contact between 
their sides. 
Signed by me at Chicago, Illinois, this. 

10th day of March, 1913. 
ANDREW L. WEIS. 

Witnesses: 
RoSE E. SEHNEM, 
E. H. CLEGG. 
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