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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A display container for elongated articles such as watch 

bands, bracelets and the like is assembled from three 
sections. These include a lower housing, a transparent 
upper housing and a removable end cap. The upper 
housing is, in effect, an open backed container for the 
item to be displayed and it mounts on the lower hous 
ing which serves as its back. The end cap completes the 
assembly and prevents displacement of the upper housing 
with respect to the lower housing. Mounting of the upper 
housing on the lower housing is accomplished by pro 
viding one of the members with a retention slot and the 
other member with a shouldered portion which is slide 
ably retained in the slot. The end cap also contains a 
retention slot so that it can slideably mount on the as 
sembled housings. It is preferable to provide the end cap 
and lower housing with cooperating resilient detent means 
for fixing one with respect to the other. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the invention 

The invention relates to special receptacles and pack 
ages. More particularly, it relates to display receptacles 
which have a three dimensional transparent portion 
through which the goods can be viewed at all times. 

Prior art 
There has been a recognized need for rigid display 

packages for watch bands or other elongated jewelry items 
which permit examination of the contents without open 
ing of the package. Further, the need has existed for types 
of packages which are inexpensive and yet rugged in con 
struction, aesthetically pleasing and yet simple enough 
in contour to be readily molded of plastic. 
A prior art package which attempts to solve the prob 

lem is shown and described in U.S. Pat. No. 3,217,867. 
However, closure of that package involves use of an 
elongated strip of resilient material such as cardboard 
and the package is dependent, for what rigidity it has, 
upon an open rectangular frame. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Briefly summarized, the display container of the in 
vention comprises three main parts: (1) a lower housing, 
A; (2) a hollow transparent upper housing, B; and (3) 
a removable end cap, C. The lower housing is a flat, 
generally rectangular, rigid, solid base and includes a 
perimetrical first retention slot which frames one end and 
most of two adjoining sides. The upper housing is trans 
parent and is, in effect, an open backed container for the 
item to be displayed. The upper housing includes a peri 
metrical shouldered base, which fits within the retention 
slot, so that the upper housing can be slideably thereby 
mounted on the lower housing. In its mounted position, 
the lower housing serves as a rigid back for the container 
and closes the open portion of the upper housing. An end 
cap, containing a second retention slot deep enough to 
receive both the end of the lower housing and the por 
tion of the shouldered base of the upper housing not in the 
first retention slot, slideably mounts on the assembly of 
upper and lower housing. The end cap thus completes the 
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framing of the upper housing and also fixes the longi 
tudinal position of the upper housing with respect to the 
lower housing. It is preferred that the end cap and lower 
housing portion be provided with detent means so as to 
prevent inadvertent removal of the end cap. It is also pos 
sible to insert a strip of material, held within the retain 
ing slots, at the time of assembly which can bear printed 
indicia such as advertising, price, instructions for use or 
the like. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a rigid, transparent display container which is economical 
to fabricate, attractive in appearance and which can be 
easily assembled and disassembled. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide a dis 
play container which completely encapsulates the article 
to be displayed and which is adapted to be hung vertical 
ly from a display rack. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a dis 
play container wherein a transparent portion through 
which the item in the container is visible is completely 
frame by a rigid housing portion. 

These and other objects of the invention will be ap 
parent to those skilled in the art from the detailed de 
scription which follows when read in conjunction with 
the drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
In the drawing, wherein like numerals designate like 

parts: 
FIG. 1 represents a perspective view of an assembled 

container of the invention. 
FIG. 2 represents a fragmentary exploded perspective 

View illustrating the mounting of the end cap on the as 
sembly of lower and upper housing portions. 

FIG. 3 represents a rear view of the assembled con 
tainer of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 represents a section taken on line 4-4 of 
F.G. 1. 

FIG. 5 represents a section on line 5-5 of FIG. 4. 
DETALED DESCRIPTION 

Lower housing A is generally flat and rectangular. It 
is made of heavy, relatively rigid material and plastics 
such as high impact polystyrene are preferred. The base 
includes a body portion 10 and a tongue portion 11. 
The edges of body portion 10 are provided with inwardly 
turned integral flanges such as side flanges 12 and 14 
and end flange 13 which will form three sides of a frame 
about upper housing portion B. The flanges define a first 
retention slot 15 between their termini and body portion 
10. The depth of the slot may be determined solely by 
the thickness of the flanges, or the flanges may be pro 
vided with a plurality of integral spacer lugs 16 to effec 
tively reduce the depth of slot 15 just as if the flange 
were made of thicker material. Tongue portion 11 has 
no such flanges but is provided with a cut-out male pro 
jection 17 which extends outwardly (i.e., down in FIG. 
4). This projection has enough resilience, despite the rela 
tive rigidity of housing A, to serve as a releasable detent. 
Tongue 11 is also provided with a semicircular aperture 
18 in its terminal edge. 

Transparent hollow upper housing portion B, as can 
be best observed in FIG. 5, is generally U-shaped in 
cross-section and is inverted when mounted on base A. 
The housing includes a perimetrical shoulder portion 20 
and a raised intermediate parallelepipedal portion 21 
which is framed by shoulder 20 on all four sides. As 
best seen in FIG. 2, housing B is mounted on base A by 
merely sliding shoulder 20 into slot 15 until it is in juxta 
position with flanges 12, 13 and 14. If desired, a thin 
piece of material 22, such as paper or cardboard, contain 
ing advertising or instruction indicia may be inserted at 
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that time, this piece being coextensive with the outside 
dimensions of shoulder 20. 

End cap C includes a base 25, having a generally rec 
tangular aperture 26 therein which is adapted to receive 
projection 17. The base is provided with a flange 27 on 
three sides thereof which is deeper than flanges 12, 13 
and 14 and which defines a second retention slot deep 
enough to receive the combined thicknesses of shoulder 
20, display piece 22 and tongue portion 11 of base A. 
The ends of flanges 27 may be cut-out as at 28 to re 
ceive mating cut-out portions of flanges 12 and 14 so as 
to achieve a rigid interlocking. End cap C is also pro 
vided with a hole 29 and enables the container to be 
hung on a display rack. 
The container is simple to use. The item to be dis 

played is placed in housing B, which may be inverted at 
the time, and the housing--with piece 22, if utilized-is 
slid into the first retention slot as far as it will go (i.e., 
to the position shown in FIG. 2). Then end cap C is slid 
onto the assembly so that tongue 11 and shoulder 20 
(and the edges of piece 22, if present) enter the second 
retention slot defined by its flanges. At the limit of travel, 
projection 17 (which has been depressed during the mont 
ing) releases into aperture 26 to releasably detent the cap 
on the base. At that time too, hole 29 is in registration 
with aperture 18. Added features, like a scale 19 on flange 
13 may be utilized depending on the item being dispayed. 
Here the scale may be used to measure the distance be 
tween lugs on a wrist watch and thus size watch bands. 
Portion 21 may be contoured to fit the contour of the 
item being packaged. The container may be opened and 
reclosed easily and without damage to itself or its con 
tents. 
The invention may be variously embodied and, while 

one embodiment has been described in detail, this is mere 
ly illustrative. Other modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit of the invention as defined by 
the claims which follow. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display container for an elongated article com 

prising: 
(a) a lower housing having a flat, generally rectangular 

solid base which includes a body portion and an ex 
tended tongueportion contiguous with said body por 
tion and further including inwardly turned integral 
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4. 
perimetrical flanges on all sides of the body portion, 
except the side adjacent the tongue portion, which 
define a first retention slot and frame three sides of 
said base; 

(b) a hollow transparent upper housing portion hav 
ing a generally U-shaped cross section and which is 
of substantially the same dimensions as the entirety 
of said rectangular solid base, said housing includ 
ing a perimetrical outwardly extending shoulder 
which is slideably received within said first reten 
tion slot; 

(c) a removable end cap which includes a base and 
inwardly turned perimetrical flanges on three sides 
which define a second retention slot having a depth 
greater than that of said first slot so that it receives 
both the tongue porion of said lower housing and 
that portion of said upper housing shoulder not con 
tained within said first retention slot, whereby the 
flanges of said lower housing and the flanges of said 
end cap are in juxtaposition and, together, complete 
ly frame said upper housing portion and said tongue 
portion overlies the base of said end cap and is 
confined within it, 

said container, when assembled, defining a visible stor 
age space of which said upper housing is the top, said 
Solid base is the rear wall and said flanges provide a 
continuous perimetrical frame and means for keeping said 
upper housing in contact with said base. 

2. The container of claim 1 wherein said tongue por 
tion and said end cap base each contain one element of 
a two element detent comprising a resilient extending 
male portion and a mating female portion which are 
Wedged into a Snap-fit as said end cap is mounted on the 
tongue portion of said lower housing. 
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