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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT - OFFICE.

WILLIAM HENRY PEASE, OF JOLIET, ILLINOIS.

SPRING-GUN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent N 0.707,000, dated August 12, 1902.
Applicaﬁon filed-February 10, 1902. Serial No: 93,361, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Beitknown that I, WiLLIAM HENRY PEASE,
a citizen of the Umted States, and a res1dent
of Joliet, in the county of W111 and State of

Illinois, have invented a new and. Improved
Spring-Gun, of which the following is a full,

clear, and exact description.
ThlS invention relates to a device for throw-

ing a projectile by the power of a rubber

band or other elastic structure. It is useful
in many connections, as will be apparent,
and it is especially mtended for use in play-
ing a game which I have devised and named
“hwh ball.”

This specification is an exact description of
one example of my invention, while the
claims define the actnal scope thereof.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Whleh s1m1lar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the invention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. TFig. 3isa
section on the lineé 3 3 of Fig. 4. Tig. 4isa
section on the line 4 4 of l"w 3, and Fig. 51is
a fragmentary sectional elevatlon of the fork.

« indicates the barrel or body of the gun,
which may be of any length desired, accord-
ing to the purpose to which the device is put
Thls device is provided with a handle ' at
its inner end and a handle ¢? at a point in-
termediate its ends,so that the gun may be
held in both hands and aimed in the usual
manner.
with a eavity a® at its rear end; and moun’red
over this part of the barrel is a breech-block
b, having a cavity b', registering with the
cavity as, Located in these cavities of and
b’ are two plates ¢, forming a case, and fas-
tened between these plates ¢ within the cas-
ing is a stud ¢’; On this stud is pivoted an
inverted channel-iron keeper d, the pivot be-
ing at the rear end of the keeper, so that the
keeper may swing upward from the position
shown by full lines in-Fig. 4 to that illus-
trated by dotted lines.
vided at its front end with a stud or tongue
', which is adapted to engage a stop-post e,
fastened in the. breech- block b just forward
of the cavity '.. The stop-post e is provided
with a cavity ¢ in its upper end, and in this

The barrel a is formed (see Fig. 3)

The keeper is pro-

cavity.the tongue d' is adapted to fit whent
the keeper is in operative position. :

Pivotally connected with the keeper d is a
link f, which extends downward and is piv-
oted to a trigger-arm f'. This trigger-arm is
pivoted within the casing formed by the plates
¢, the pivot being at the rear end of the trig-
ger-arm, and the front end of the trigger-
arm is formed with a rounding surface f?
and a square surface f? for codperation with
the trigger g. This trigger is pivoted within
the casing ¢ and project_s downward along-
side of the handle a'. The inner or upper
end of the tnggel g is formed with a round-
ing hook g'. f*indicates a spring tendmd to
throw upward the trigger-arm f’, and g* in-
dicates a spring tending to throw backward
the upper end of the trigger.  When the parts
are in the position shown by full lines in Fig.
3, the trigger ¢ will hold the keeper d in ac-
tive position; but when the trigger is pulled
rearward the hook ¢’ is disengaged from the
arm f' and the spring f* is allowed to throw
the keeper upward. To return-the parts to
locked position, the keeper d should be pulled
downward. This will throw-down the arm
Jf' and causeits culved surface f* to ride over
the rounding hook ¢’ of the.trigger ¢ and
throw the tugger back, so that the hook
thereof may again engage the square surface
f? of the arm 1’

At the front end of the barrel o a collar /i
is fastened by aset-screw ¢, this set-screw be-
ing provided with an enlarged flattened head
', preferably circular in form and adapted
not only to permit the easy manipulation of
the set-screw 4,.but also to furnish a part to

.be engaged by the foot of the operator to fa-

cilitate the setting.or loading of the gun, as
will be fully’explained hereinafter. The col-
lar 7 carries two oppositely-projecting arms
k', these parts h and A’ forming the fork of
the gun and the arms A’ terminating in up-
wardly - projected extremities 7% Mounted
loosely on the extremities /1* of the arms A’
are sleeves h5 held in place by set-gcrews and
washers 2% L indicates a rubber band or
other elastic structure. This band is prefer-

ably formed of an integral section of material
bent at its middle, so that its end portions
may be engaged with the fork of the gun.
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This engagement is effected by means of
leather or other strips %', passed around the
sleeves h3 and fastened to the ends of the
band k. Theintermediate or bent portion of

the band k is adapted to be drawn backward

when the gun is loaded, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2. For this purpose the band is fitted
with an eye [, having a cord or the like !’ en-
gaged therewith. This cord is adapted to be
placed over the stop-post ¢ and held by the
keeper d. When, however, the keeper is
raised, the cord !’ rides over the rounding up-
per end of the keeper stop-post and the band
kisreleagsed. m indicates atable-block which

is fastened on top of the barrel a directly in

front of the breech-block b, and » indicates
the ball or projectile which is thrown from the
gun, the table-block m serving as a rest for
the ball when the gun is loaded.

In operating the device it is more conven-
ient to point the barrel downward and place
one foot on the head 7' of the set-screw 4.
Then by grasping the band % it may be drawn
backward and the cord [’ engaged with the
stop-post e. Then the keeper d should be
thrown downward and the projectile n placed
on the table-block m, whereupon the gun is
ready for firing. The projectile may be
thrown into the air at any angle, and owing
to the mechanism provided the parbs may be
quickly and effectively operated and the pro-

jectile earefully aimed at the desired point. -

The device is especially adapted for throwing
a ball high into the air and causing it to take
an arching course.

Various changes in the form and details of
my invention may be resorted to at will with-
out departing from the spiritof my invention.
Hence I consider myself entitled to all forms
of the invention as may lie within the intent
of my claims.

Having thus.deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, projecting devices, a fork on the barrel
and connected to the projecting devices, the
fork having a collar fitted on the barrel to
mount it, and a set-serew working in the col-
lar, and ha,vma an enlarged head forming a
foothold for facllwatmg the setting operauon

2. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, a fork attached to the end thereof,
sleeves ' mounted loosely on the ends of the
fork, an elastic structure connected to the
sleeves and fastening devices entered into
the ends of the fork and having portions ly-
ing over the sleeves to hold them in place.

3. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, a collar mounted thereon, means for
fastening the collar in place, said means also
having a projected portion serving as a foot-
hold in setting the gun, arms carrled by the
collar, said collar and arms forming a fork,
sleeves mounted loosely on the ends of the
arms, an elastic strueture connected to the

707,000

sleeves, and means for releasably holding the
elastic structure. )

4. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, an elastic structure connected with the
end portion of the body, a stop on the other
end portion of the body, a keeper for hold-
ing the elastic structure engaged with the
stop, and devices for actuating the keeper,
the said stop having a rounding surface with
a cavity therein, and the keeper having a
tongue working in the cavity in the manner
speclﬁed

5. A sprmb-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, an elastic strueture connected with one
end portion of the body, a stop on the other
end portion of the body, a keeper for hold-
ing the elastic structure engaged with the
stop, devices for actuating the keeper, the
said actuating devices comprising a trigger-
arm connected with the keeper, a trigger re-
leasably holding the trigger-arm, and a spring
connected with the parts and tending to re-
lease the keeper.

6. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, an elastic structure connected with one
end portion of the body, a stop on the other
end portion of the body, a keeper for hold-
ing the elastic structure engaged with the
stop, devices for actuating the keeper, the
said actuating device comprising a trigger-
arm, a link conneeting said arm with the
keeper, a spring tending to release the keeper,
and a trigger releasably engaging the trigger-
arm.

7. A spring-gun, comprising a barrel or
body, an elastic structure connected with one
end portion of the body, a stop on the other
end portion of the body, a keeper for hold-
ing the elastic structure engaged with the
stop, devices for actuating the keeper, the
said actuating device comprising a trigger-
arm, a link connecting said arm with the
keeper, aspring tending to release the keeper,
and a trigger releasably engaging the trig-
ger-arm, the trigger-arm having a rounding
end terminating in a square portion and the
triggerhaving ahook coacting with the round-
ing end and square portion of the trigger.

8. A spring-gun, having a body part with a
cavity therein, an elasticstructure connected
with the body part, casing-plates fitted in the
cavity in the body toforma chamber between
them, and means for releasably. holding the
elastic structure, said means including the
inverted channel-iron keeperarranged on the
top edges of the casing-plates, and the actu-
ating devices arranged within said chamber.

9. A spring-gun havmor a body, an elastic

structure, means for releasably holding said
structure and actuating devices for said
means, the actuating devices comprising a
trigger-arm, a econnection between the trigger-
arm and the said holding means, a trigger
working with the trigger-arm, and a spring
actuating the parts nor mally ’to release the
holding means.
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10. A spring-gun having a body, an elastic
structure, means for releasably holding said
structure and. actuating devices  for said
means, the actuating devices comprising a
trigger-arm, a connection between the trigger-
arm and the said holding means, a trigger
working with the trigger-arm, and a spring
actuating the parts normally to release the
holding means, the trigger-arm having a

1o rounding surface terminatingin asquare por-

tion, and the trigger having a hook coacting
with said rounding surface and square part
of the trigger-arm.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my

name to this speecification in the presence of 15

two subscribing witnesses.
WILLIAM HENRY PEASE.
Witnesses:
H. 0. WiLLiawus,
CHas. G. PEARCE.




