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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ELIPHALETA. TRIPP, of 

New Bedford, county of Bristol, State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Top-Lift Holders, of which the following de 
Scription, in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters on 
the drawings representing like parts. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

the top-lift plate, against which rests a top 
lift when being blinded or applied to a heel, 
With a novel holding mechanism to engage 
the breast corners of the top lift and position 
the Salme correctly with relation to the heel. 
The holding mechanism herein shown is 

represented as composed, essentially, of two 
pivoted dogs, and, as represented, the dogs may 
be rotated about a stud or pivot to thus adapt 
them for holding top lifts of different sizes. 
My invention consists, essentially, in the 

combination, with a plate, of dogs pivoted 
thereon near the heel-seat end of the plate, 
and shouldered or shaped to engage the breast 
Corners of the top lift, and means, substan 
tially as described, to close the dogs upon the 
top lift; also, in the combination, with atop-lift 
plate, of dogs movably mounted with relation 
thereto and having a series of shoulders or 
Seats shaped to engage the breast corners of the 
top lift, whereby by change of position of the 
dogs they may be adapted to engage top lifts 
of different sizes, and means, substantially as 
described, to close the dogs upon the top lift. 
Other features of my invention will be de 

Scribed, and then defined in the claims at the 
end of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a top-lift 
plate With my improved holding mechanism 
applied thereto, the plate being partially 
broken out to show the nail-box below it; and 
Fig. 2 is a partial side elevation of Fig. 1, the 
lower part of the nail-box being broken away. 
The top-lift plate A is herein shown as piv 

oted at A on the upper plate of the nail-box 
B, the said plate and box being substantially 
as in the McKay & Bigelow heeling-machine, 
or substantially as in United States Patent 
No. 166,795. The top-lift plate has, as shown, 
two studs a C, on which are pivoted two dogs 

from the center of motion of the dog, so that 
by the rotation or change of position of the 
dog any one of its seats may be brought into 
operative position, so as to adapt the dogs or 
holders to top lifts of different sizes from 
breast corner to breast corner. 
In the drawings the dogs are numbered 8, 

579, thereby indicating that when the dogs 
are in such positions as to bring into Oper 
ative position the seats next the said num 
bers certain sizes of top lifts may be used 
with the dogs so set-as, for instance, in 
the drawings the two parts numbered 7 of 
the dogs are in position to indicate a size be 
tween 5 and 7 for the top lift, but were the 
shoe to be a 4 or 5 then the dogs Would be 
moved to place the projection 5 in the posi 
tion now occupied by the projection 7 in Fig. l. 
Near each seat a portion of the dog to come 
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against the side edges of the top lift is ser 
rated, so as to better hold the same in place. 
The top-lift plate has mounted upon it a full 
crum-pine and two studs 10, the said fulcrum 
pin and studs being embraced by a slotted 
slide f, the studs and pins acting as a guide 
for the slide in its movements on the plate A. 
The stude has mounted loosely.upon it a le 
ver and slide-adjusting device e', shown as a 
lever-like plate provided with a slot 13, which 
embraces a pin 12, extended upWardly from 
the slide-plate f, the movement of the lever 
in the direction of the arrow near it in Fig. 1 
causing the plate to be moved longitudinally 
toward and against the dogs, SO as to rotate 
them about two pivots a sufficiently to per 
mit the said top lift to be put in position to 
be nailed to the heel, 
The arms of the dogs are each, as repre 

sented, provided with a hole, as 14, through 
which is extended a spring 15, the said spring. 
normally acting to turn the dogs in Such di 
rection as to keep them pressed against the 
breast corners of the top lift placed between 
the said dogs when they have been slightly 
opened by the plate f. 

Preferably the holes made through the dogs 
for the reception of the spring 15 will be made 
diagonally, as represented by dotted lines, 
that enabling the said spring to normally act 

b b, having seats, as bbbb, each so shaped to close the dogs on the breast-carriers of the 
as to occupy a position at a different distance top lift. The top-lift-holding mechanism de 
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Scribed is, it will be seen, readily adapted, 
with but slight change, to hold top lifts of 
different sizes, so that the heels of shoes of 
certain sizes may be provided with top lifts, 
and then the heels of other different sizes be 
provided with top lifts. 

I claim 
1. The combination, with a top-lift plate, 

of pivoted dogs having each two or more seats 
and holding-faces, whereby the said dogs are 
adapted to receive and hold the breast cor 
ners of top lifts of various sizes, and means, 
substantially as described, to close the dogs 
upon the top lift, substantially as described. 

2. The combination, with the top-lift plate 
and pivoted dogs having each two or more 
seats to hold the breast corners of a top lift, 
of a spring to normally keep the said dogs 
closed upon the top lift, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. The combination, with the top-lift plate 
and pivoted dogs having each two or more seats 

to hold the breast corners of a top lift, of a 
spring connected there with to normally keep 
the said dogs closed upon the top lift, and 
with a movable plate to act upon the said 
dogs and move them apart to receive a top 
lift, substantially as described. 

4. The combination, with the top-lift plate 
and pivoted dogs having each two or more 
seats to hold the breast corners of a top lift, of 
a spring to normally keep the said dogs closed 
upon the top lift, and with a movable plate 
to act upon the said dogs and separate them 
for the reception of a top lift, and with a le 
ver to move the said plate, substantially as 
described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

ELIPHALET A TRIPP. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. GREGORY, 
B. DEWAR. 

25 

39 

35 


