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T'o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Groree S. Gavronp,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Menasha, in the county of Winnebago and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Egg Car-
tons, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. -

My invention relates to egg cartons of the
kind that are stamped from a single blank

‘of material to provide sides, a bottom, a top

or cover, and a plurality of partitions, for
dividing the carton into separate egg receiv-

“ing cells.

One of my purposes is to provide a carton
of the kind mentioned that may be folded
or knocked down for shipping, packing or
storing, and quickly and easily unfolded or
set up for use, to which end I hingedly con-
nect the partitions to opposite sides of the
carton, so that they are movable from po-
sitions in a common horizontal plane to po-
sitions in spaced vertical planes, and vice-
versa. In a construction of this kind it is
desirable, in order to impart rigidity to the
carton when it is unfolded or set up, that
the partitions, when they are moved to posi-

-tions in spaced vertical planes, contact at

.A their bottoms with the bottom of the carton.
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In so far ag T am aware, however, the depth
of all prior cartons of this type has been
determined by and is equal to the spacement
between the hinge connections of adjacent

_partitions with the sides of the carton, in

order to secure contact between the bottom
of the partitions and the bottom of the-car-
ton and at the same time permit folding and
unfolding as aforementioned. On the other
hand, I have discovered that it is possible,
and this is what constitutes the principal
purpose of my invention, to so construct the
partitions that they will -have a greater
maximum depth than the distance between
adjacent hinge connections, with the result
that the carton may be constructed of con-
siderably greater depth than heretofore
without requiring any appreciable increase

. in material, and at the same time maintain-
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ing the set up stability thereof through the
Instrumentality of the engagement of the
free ends of the partitions with the bottom
of the carton as heretofore mentioned.

With the foregoing and other purposes in
view; my invention consists in the novel fes-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be hereinafter

more fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings and defined in the
appended claims. '

In the drawings wherein like characters of

reference denote corresponding parts in the

different views

Figure 1 is a perspective of a carton em-
bodying the novel and essential features of
my invention;

Figure 2, a plan view of an end portion of
the carton showing the partitions moved to
positions in a common horizontal plane; and

Figure '3, a transverse section of the car-
ton in set up position as shown in Figure 1.

Referring to the drawings in- detail, 10
and 11 designate the sides of the carton, 12
the bottom, 13 the cover, 14 a locking strip
on the free longitudinal edge of the cover,
15, 15 ete., a plurality of transverse parti-
tions, and 16 a securing strip. The parts
mentioned preferably are stamped or other-
wise produced from a single blank of sheet
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material such as stiff paper, pasteboard or

the like and are suitably scored for folding
and for setting up. When set up, the car-
ton is substantially as shown in Figure 1,
from which position it is foldable by remov-
ing the central longitudinal partition,
swinging transverse partitions until they lie
in a common horizontal plane as shown in
Figure 2, and then collapsing the sides along
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their foldable connections with the bottom -

in an obvious and well known manner.
The transverse partitions 15, 15 ete. of
which there may be any desired number,
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depending on the size of the carton and the -

‘size of the compartments, are formed be-

tween the strip 16 and the side 10, the blank
being cut, so that the partitions are con-
nected at their upper ends by triangularly-
shaped tabs 17 with the upper edges of the
side 10 and the securing strip. The strip
16 is secured to the inner face of and near

-the top of the side 11, so that the parti-

tions 15, 15 ete. are disposed transversely of
the carton andare foldable to positions in
spaced vertical planes and to positions in
a common horizontal plane along the lines
18 of the tabs 17, which former constitute

‘the hinge connections of the partitions and

permit them to be positioned either in a

.common horizontal plane or in parallel ver-
-tical spacement.

In ‘stamping the carton from a suitable

“blank, I form all the partitions 15, except

one of the limiting partitions, with convexly
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curved free edges 19°and by the same opera-
tion provide concavely curved edges 20 in
the top of all partitions. By this method
of construction it will be apparent that I am
enabled toimpart to the partitions a greater
maximum depth than the distance between
the hinge connections 18 of adjacent parti-
tions, which in turn permits the construc-
tion of a carton of considerably greater
depth than has been possible heretofore in
cartons of the same general type, without
sacrificing, when the carton is set up, the
engagement. of the partitions with the bot-
tom of the carton and the stabilizing effect
flowing from such engagement.

After the partitions 15 are moved into
vertical parallel spacement, I further su-
divide the interior of the carton by apply-
ing a longitudinal partition 21 which is re-
ceived in recesses 22 in the top edges of the
partitions 15, which latter are at the same
time received in recesses 23 formed in said
partition 21, thus providing an interfitting
connection between the longitudinal parti-
tion and partitions 15. T intensify this con-
nection by providing the walls of certain of
the recesses 23 with projections 24 which

engage in openings 25 formed in related-

partitions 15. The limiting partitions 15
are reinforced against strain in an outward
direction by mreans of suitable tongues or
tabs 26 struck up from the bottom of the
carton.. :
While I have illustrated and described the
partitions 15 as having convexly and con-

ccavely curved bottom and top edges, re-

spectively, for the purpose of carrying my

. invention into practice, it will be obvious
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that other equivalent formations for the
bottom and top edges of partitions 15 can be
resorted to without departing from my in-
ventive concept.

I claim:—
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1. In a carton, a series of transverse par-

titions hingedly connected to opposite sides
of the carton and movable from positions in
a common horizontal plane to positions in
spaced vertical planes, the maximum depth

‘of sald partitions belng greater than the

distance between the hinge connections of
adjacent partitions.

2. In a carton, a series of transverse par-
titions hingedly connected to opposite sides

of a carton and movable from positions in

a common horizontal plane to positions in :

spaced vertical planes, the bottoms of cex-
tain of said partitions being convexly curved
whereby their maximum depth is greater
than the distance between the hinge connec-
tions of adjacent partitions. .

8. In a carton, a series of rransverse par-

titions hingedly connected to opposite sides

of a carton and movable from positions in a
common horizontal plane to positions 1In
spaced vertical planes, the bottoms of cer-
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tain of said partitions being convexly curved .

whereby their maximum depth is greater
than the ‘distance between the hinge con-

‘nections of adjacent partitions, the tops of

certain of the partitions being concavely
curved to receive the convexly curved bot-
toms of other partitions when the latter are
swung to lie in a common horizontal plane.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name.
‘ ~ GEORGE S. GAYLORD.
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