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(59) Title: DRIVE ASSIST DEVICE AND DRIVE ASSIST METHOD
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(57) Abstract: A rear-detection unit of a drive assist device 1 detects an adjacent
rearward vehicle, which is a vehicle traveling in an adjacent lane that is adjacent to
the host vehicle lane, and which is traveling behind the host vehicle. A control unit
of the drive assist device 1 acquires following-vehicle information relating to a fol-
lowing vehicle, which is a vehicle that is traveling in the same lane as the host
vehicle lane in which the host vehicle is travelling, and which is travelling behind
the host vehicle (S120). The control unit acquires boundary line information,
which represents the position of the boundary line dividing the host vehicle lane
and the adjacent lane (S130). If a following vehicle is detected on the basis of the
following-vehicle information (S125: YES), the control unit causes the host
vehicle to travel nearer the boundary line on the basis of the boundary line inform-
ation.
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5100 Acguire front-imaged image data

$105 Acquire rear-imaged image data

$110 Acquire lane change information

$115 Is there need to change lanes?

5120 Acquiire following-vehicle information (following distance and relative lateral position
amount)

$125 Has following vehicle been detected?

$130 Acquire boundary line information

5135 Acquire lateral position of host vehicle

5140 Acquire lateral position of following vehicle as following-vehicle information
$145 Is non-detection state present?

$150 C: i that boundary-li contrel will be

$155 Control steering device (control lateral position) to approach boundary line
$160 Has stand-by time elapsed?
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