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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,664,797 

CAMERA GUN 
Chester M. Thrasher, Paulding, Ohio 

Application August 25, 1950, serial No. 181,500 
9 claims. (CI. 95-12) 

This invention relates to a camera-gun but 
more particularly to the combination of a con 
ventional firearm and a conventional camera. 
The primary object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a camera in combination with a firearm 
for the purpose of taking a picture, when the 
firearm is discharged, of the object fired at. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a camera in combination with a firearm where 
in the camera is perfectly aligned with the bore 
of the firearm and operates automatically upon 
discharge of the firearm with the result that the 
picture taken by the camera will reveal the aim 
ing errors and faults of the firearm user. 
Another and further object of the invention 

is the provision of a camera-gun in which the 
gun and camera are of conventional form and 
which are adaptable by very minor structural 
alterations for combination with one another. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a camera-gun in which the camera, 
may be quickly and easily combined with the gun 
or removed therefrom for conventional manual 
Operation. 
A still further object of the invention is the 2 

provision of novel means for attaching a camera 
to a firearm and providing for easy and rapid 
adjustment of the camera in respect to the fire 
arm whereby the camera can be sighted or per 
fectly aligned with the bore of the firearm. 

(Other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion together With novel features of construction 
and operation thereof Will appear from the foll 
lowing description when read in the light of the 
accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings: . . . 

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of the fire 
arm and camera, the camera carrying box being 
shown in Vertical section. 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, all of the parts 
however being shown in full line. 

Fig. 3 is a view inside elevation, the outer end 
only of the firearm barrel being shown. . . 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view through 
top half of the camera carrying box. 

Fig. 5 is a botton View of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view 

through the outer end of the firearm barrel. 
Fig. 7 is a plan view of one of the camera, box 

Stoplugs. - 

The drawings illustrate a combination between 
a rifle and a camera, but it is to be understood 

the 

that the camera can be associated with a pistol. 
or any other type of firearm. The outer end. 
only of a barrel A of a rifle is illustrated and 

55 this barrel is conventionalin all respects with the 
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exception that on its bottom it is externally pro 
vided with spaced apart transversally extending 
Wedge shaped grooves and 2 with a passageway 
3 inner-connecting the bottom of the groove 2 
with the inside of the bore 4 of the barrel. 
The camera B is of a conventional type and 

is of rectangular configuration. It is provided 
with a lens 5 and a shutter, not shown, which is 
manually set for operation by a cocking lever 6 
releasable by a trigger lever 7. The film within 
the camera is wound manually by operation of 
an externally positioned knob or handle 8. This 
camera is conventional in every respect with the 
exception that the normally round outer end 
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of the trigger lever is milled or otherwise reduced or removed to provide a diagonally extending 
outerface 9. - - - - - - " - 

In a manner hereinafter to be more specific 
cally described, the camera is supported beneath 
the bottom of the firearm barrel by a box com 
posed of an upper portion C and a lower portion 
D. The upper and lower portions of the box 
telescope with the walls of the upper portion 
being exterior of the walls of the lower portion. 
The upper box portion is supported from the 

gun barrel and the lower box portion is attach 
able and detachable from the upper portion and 
is adjustable in respect to the upper portion. 
A pair of brackets or lugs E and F detachably 

secure the upper box portion to the gun barrel. 
The bracket E comprises a leg to detachably and 
adjustably secured to the top fl of the upper box 
portion by screws' 2 which extend outwardly 
through slots 3 in the box top. These slots ex 
tend in a direct transverse to the gun barrel. 
The bracket E has a vertically extending leg 3 
having a wedge shaped top 5 adapted to slide 
ably engage the wedge shaped rear slot of the 
gun barrel. The front box bracket F is suitably 
Secured in the box top and has an upper outer 
Wedge shaped end 6 adapted to slideably en 
gage the front slot 2 of the barrel. The lower 
end of the bracket is disposed within the top and, 
terminates in a slanted or oblique end 7. This 
bracket is provided with a longitudinally, extend 

45 ing bore f8 the upper end 9 of which communi 
cates with the barrel passageway 3, while its 
lower end 20 is open and terminates in the ob 
lique lower end of the bracket. At its under 
site and adjacent to each of its side walls the 

50 top is provided with a pair of downwardly, ex 
tending Spring arms 2A and 22 suitably secured 
to the box top as at 23 and 24 respectively. The 
front wall 25 of the box has its lower edge cut, out as at 25 to provide part of a box opening for 
the reception of the lens end 5 of the camera. 
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The bottom 27 of the lower portion D of the 

camera, carrying box is provided with the elon 
gated slot 28 for the passage of the cocking lever 
6 and an opening 29 for the passageway of the 
film winding knob 8. The box front and real' 
walls 30 and 3f adjacent their upper ends are each 
provided with a pair of lugs 32 and 32d and 33 
and 33a respectively, the top ends of which, See 
Figs. 2 and 3, abut the lower ends 34 and 35 of 
the front and rear walls 25 and 25d of the up 
per box portion C to limit the degree to which 
the bottom portion of the box can telescope the 
upper portion of the box. 
are Secured to the lower box portion by Screws 38 
or the like. The lugs 33 and 33d are similarly Se 
cured to the box by screws 39 but to provide ad 
justability of the rear end of the box portion these 
lugs are provided with elongated slots A for the 
reception of the screws. 
A pair of Straps G and H detachably secure the 

lower box portion in the upper box portion. These 
straps are positioned at the opposite sides of the 
box and have their lower ends 4 provided with 
slots 42 through which extend the screw 43. This 
construction provides for adjustability of the 
straps vertically in respect to the lower box por 
tion D. The upper ends 44 of the straps are pro 
vided With a conventional resilient fastener which 
Snaps into Sockets 45d. provided in the side walls 
45 and 46 of the upper box portion C. 
When it is desired to utilize the camera, with 

the gun the camera is positioned in the carrying 
box in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1. The 
cocking lever and the film winding knob extend 
through the box bottom 27. The springs 2 and 
22 hold the camera firmly in position. The box 
bracket wedge shaped ends are engaged with the 
Wedge shaped grooves in the gun barrel. The 
camera lens is properly and perfectly aligned by 
utilizing the adjustable features which have been 
described. Elevation of the camera lens is ob 
tained by proper setting of the lugs 33 and 33d 
and also by Shortening or lengthening the effec 
tive lengths of the straps G and H. Windage or 
transverse adjustment of the camera is obtained 
through the adjustability of the bracket E with 
respect to the box. 

After the Camera has once been adjusted it 
would normally remain properly adjusted and 
can be removed from a SSociation with the firearm 
by merely releasing the upper ends of the straps 
G and H. The camera, can be re-associated With 
the firearm just as easily and rapidly. If it is de 
sired not to use the camera again in the near fu 
ture with the firearm it can be removed by dis 
engaging the brackets E and F from the firearm 
barrel but this mode of procedure would not ordi 
narily be followed and additionally would be more 
difficult because a very tight fit is provided be 
tween the brackets and the barrel slots or grooves. 
With the camera, properly adjusted and in 

place in association with the firearm the operation 
is as follows: The camera lens is cocked by man 
ual Operation of the cocking lever. This opera 
tion moves the oblique end 9 of the trigger lever 
into face to face abutment with the oblique lower 
end 7 of the bracket F. Upon discharge or fir 
ing of the firearm the pressure in its barrel or 
bore 4 travels downwardly through the bracket 
passageway 20 and exerts a pressure on the trig 
ger lever SO as to release the cocked shutter thus 
exposing the film in the camera and taking a pic 
ture of the object shot at. A repetition of the 
operation can be had as long as there is unex 
posed film in the camera by merely manually 
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4 
winding the film and manually setting the cock 
ing lever. 

It will be seen and understood that in addition 
to taking a picture of the object shot at the pic 
ture will disclose aiming errors and faults of the 
firearm user or operator. 

Specific departures from the construction illus 
trated can be made without departing from the 
inventive concept. 
What I claim is: 
i. A device of the character described compris 

ing, a firearm including a barrel having a bore, 
a housing comprising quickly attachable and de 
tachable upper and lower sections, the upper 
housing portion being supported from the un 
derside of the barrel, a camera in the housing 
and adapted to taking a picture of an object aimed 
at by the firearm, the camera including a lens 
and a shutter associated therewith, a shutter op 
erating mechanism including a cocking lever and 
a release trigger, an open ended conduit having 
One end in communication with the barrel bore 
and its other and escape end terminating in the 
housing and adapted to carrying off pressure gen 
erated in the barrel bore upon the discharge of 
the firearm, and the shutter releasing trigger be 
ing disposed in abutment with the escape end of 
the conduit when the shutter operating mecha 
nism is in a cocked position. 

2. A construction as defined in claim 1 wherein, 
the housing is selectively adjustable in a horizon 
tal plane transverse the barrel bore and the lower 
housing Section being selectively vertically ad 
justable in respect to the upper housing Section, 
Whereby the camera can be perfectly aligned with 
the bore of the firearm. 

3. A construction as defined in claim 1 wherein, 
the escape end of the conduit has an obliquely dis 
posed face, and the shutter releasing trigger be 
ing provided with an obliquely disposed face for 
abutment with the escape end of the conduit. 

4. A construction as defined in claim i. Wherein, 
the upper Section of the housing is supported by 
a pair of brackets having outer wedge shaped 
ends, and the barrel bottom being provided with 
Wedge shaped grooves adapted to slideably re 
ceive the outer ends of the brackets. 

5. A device of the character described compris 
ing, a firearm including a barrel having a longi 
tudinal bore for the passage of the projectile, 
the Outer face of the under side of the barrel be 
ing provided with a pair of spaced transversely 
extending slots, a housing having a camera, there 
in, the housing being provided with a pair of legs 
adapted to slidably engage the barrel slots, the 
camera including a lens and a shutter associated 
therewith and a shutter operating mechanism 
including a cocking lever and a releasing trigger, 
the barrel bore being provided with an escape 
passageway for the pressure generated in the bore 
upon the firing of the firearm, said passageway 
having its outer end terminating in one of said 
barrel slots, one of said camera housing legs pro 
Vided with a passageway registering with the 
bore escape passageway, said leg extending into 
the camera housing, and the shutter releasing 
trigger being disposed in the path of travel of 
pressure escaping from the leg passageway. 

6. A device of the character described compris 
ing, a firearm including a barrel having a longi 
tudinal bore for the passage of the projectile, the 
outer face of the under side of the barrel being 
provided with a pair of spaced transversely ex 
tending slots, a housing having a camera, therein, 
the housing being provided with a pair of legs 
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adapted to slidably engage the barrel slots, the 
camera, including a lens and a shutter associated 
therewith and a shutter operating mechanism in 
cluding a cocking level and a releasing trigger, 
the housing legs being adjustable transverse the 
housing to provide selective adjustment of the 
housing in a horizontal plane transverse the bar 
rel bore, the housing comprising upper and lower 
detachable sections, the rear end of the lower 
housing Section being vertically adjustable in re 
Spect to the upper housing section for raising and 
lowering the rear end of the camera, the barrel 
bore being provided with an escape passageway 
for the pressure generated in the bore upon the 
firing of the firearm, one of said housing legs be 
ing provided With a passageway communicating 
with said escape passageway and having ain out 
let end disposed within the housing, and the shut 
ter releasing trigger being disposed in the path 
of travel of pressure escaping from the outlet end 
of the leg passageway. 

7. A device of the character described compris 
ing, a firearm including a barrel having a longi 
tudinal bore for the passage of the projectile, the 
outer face of the underside of the barrel being 
provided with a pair of Spaced trainSVersely ex 
tending slots, a housing having a camera therein, 
the housing being provided with a pair of legS 
adapted to slidably engage the barrel Slots, the 
camera, including a lens and a shutter associated 
therewith and a shutter operating mechanism in 
cluding a cocking ever and a releasing triggei, 
the barrel bore being provided With an escape 
passageway for the pressure generated in the bore 
upon the firing of the firearm, an open ended 
conduit having one end in communication. With 
the barrel bore escape passageway and its other 
and escape end terminating in the housing, and 
the shutter releasing trigger abutting the escape 
end of the conduit when the shutter operating 
mechanism is cocked. 
8. A device of the character described compris 

ing, a firearm including a barrel having a longi 
tudinal bore for the passage of the projectile, the 
outer face of the underside of the barrel being 
provided with a pair of spaced transversely ex 
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tending slots, a housing having a camera, therein, 
the housing being provided with a pair of legs 
adapted to slidably engage the barrel slots, the 
housing legs being adjustable transverse the 
housing to provide selective adjustinent of the 
housing in a horizontal plane transverse the bar 
rel bore, the housing comprising upper and lower 
detachable Sections, the rear end of the lower 
housing section being vertically adjustable in re 
spect to the upper housing Section for raising and 
lowering the rear end of the camera, the shutter 
cocking lever extending outwardly beyond the 
housing for manual Operation, the shutter re 
leasing trigger being disposed in the housing, and 
means conducting pressure generated in the fire 
arin bore upon the firing of the firearm to the 
releasing trigger for Operating the Sane upon the 
firing of the firearm. 

9. A device of the character described compris 
ing, a firearn including a barrel having a bore, a 
housing Supported from the underside of the bar 
rel, a camera in the housing and adapted to tak 
ing a picture of an object aimed at by the firearm, 
a camera, including a lens and a shutter asso 
ciated therewith, a shutter operating mechanism 
including a cocking lever and a release trigger, 
an open ended conduit having one end in com 
munication. With the barrel bore and its other and 
escape end terminating in the housing and adapt 
ed to carrying off pressure generated in the barrel 
bore upon the discharge of the firearm, the shut 
ter releasing trigger being disposed in abutment 
with the escape end of the conduit when the 
shutter operating mechanism is in a cocked posi 
tion, and means making the housing Selectively 
adjustable in a horizontal plane transverse the 
barrel bore. 

CHESTER, MI. THRASHER. 
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