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(No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ABNER J. BURBANK, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Harvard, in the county of McHenry and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tracks for Hay-Car-
riers; and I do hereby declare that the following
isa full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention,which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings,which form a part of this specifi-
cation, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my
improved track for hay-carriers in position.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the hanger for the
track. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view
of the hanger and track, and Fig, 4 is a simi-
lar view of a modified form of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the ficures.

My invention has relation to tracks for hay-
carriers; and it consists in the improved con-
struction and combination of parts of a hanger
or support for a track composed cither of flat
bars or bars of angle-iron or T-iron, as herein-
after more fully deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A indicates acurved nearly V-shaped bar, the
ends of which are formed with perforations
B for the insertion of fastening serews or nails,
and with sharp lips C projecting to one side,
and this bar may be secured to the rafters D
D of the roof of the barn, near the ridge, by
means of the fastening screws or nails and the
lips.

A hanger, E, is suspended [(rom this sup-
porting-bar by means of an eye, I, formed in
the upper end of the shank of the hanger and
fitting upon the bar, and thelower end of this
shank is formed with a plate, ¢, having two
vertical slots, H H, extending from the upper
edge at both sides of the shank,

The shank is formed with shoulders T T
above the upper edge of the plate or flat head,
and the track-bars J J may be inserted into
the slots in the head,having their upper sides
bearing against the shoulders, which prevent
the said bars or rails from jumping out of the
slots.

The slots may be made with their inuer
edges in a line with the sides of the shank,or
nearly in a line with them; or they may be
made aba distance from the sides of the shank,
the first form being preferably used when
either flat bars or angle-irons are used, while
when T-irons are used the slots are preferably
at a distance from the sides of the shank, so as
to allow space for the flange projecting toward
the shank,the downwardly-projecting {lange of
all shapes of iron resting in each of the slots,
and the horizontal flange or flanges resting
upon the upper edge of the flat head of the
hanger. In this manner it will be seen that
a cheap and durable hanger for the track-
rails is produeed, the hanger being easily ap-
plied and when once slipped upon the rails
remaining upon the same, with no chance for
the rails to jump out of the slots or for any
part of the hanger to become loosened from
the remaining parts.

The curved bar secured to the rafters will
be held securely to the rafters by means of the
sharp lips as well as by the fastening-nails,
the said lips being driven into -the rafters
when the ends of the bar are secured to them.

The rails of the track are united at their
ends by common fish-plates, and the entire
track may be put np in a comparatively short
space of time and with comparatively little
Iabor and with the use of very few tools, no
skilled labor being requived for attaching the
track in any barn or building. ,

Having thus deseribed my invention, T elaim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. In a track for hay-carriers, the combina-
tion of a bar sccured to the upper ends of
the rafters and a hanger suspended from the
bar by a ring and having a flat head upon the
lower end of the eyed shank, and formed with
vertical slots in the upper edge for the flanges
of the track-rails and with outwardly-project-
ing shoulders above the upper edge of the flat
head, and adapted to receive track-rails rest-
ing with their downwardly-projecting flanges
in the slots of the flat head, as and for the
purpose shown and set forth.

2. In a track for hay-carriers, the comhbina-
tion of a curved ncarly V-shaped bar having

55

(o

65

Q0

95

100



9 ' T 366,921

perforationsatits endsandlaterally-projecting
sharp lips, and a hanger consisting of ashank
having an eye fitting upon the curved bar, and
-~ a flat head having vertical slots in its up-
5 per edge parallel with the sides of the shank
and near to the same, and shoulders pro-
jecting from the sides of the shank, slightly
above the slots, and adapted to receive track-
rails and have their vertical flanges restin the
10 vertical slots and their horizontal flanges upon
the upper edge of the hanger, as and for the
purpose shown and set forth.
- 3. In a track for hay-carriers, the combina-
tion, with a hanger provided with a'shank by
15 which it is suspended and with a bhead far-

nished with .a vertical slot in its upper edge,
on each side of the shank, and with shoulders
projecting from the sides of said shank, of
flanged track-rails, one flange of each of which
is adapted to fit in one of said slots, while the 20
inner upper edges of the rails rest under said
shoulders, as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing .as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ABNER J. BURBANK.

Witnesses:
ALEX. BECK,
S. A. NEWELL.




