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This invention relates to wall service outlets in 
electrical circuits and it has particular reference 
to a housing or cover for Wall receptacles in 
which Service plugs for appliances are installed, 
and its principal object resides in the provision 
of a cover having suitable depth to house con 
ventional plugs yet compact and attractive in 
appearance and capable of ready removal as 
desired. 
An object of the invention is that of providing 

a simple arrangement capable of being easily 
installed by any person of reasonable skill in 
any conventional Service outlet by simply remov 
ing the face plate, usually Secured by Ole Or more 
Screws, and placing a Supporting frame there 
behind and attaching the cover. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a safety device whereby appliance 
plugs, such as lighting fixtures, electric fans, 
irons, and the like, cannot be accidentally dis 
lodged, or incompetent persons, such as children, 
cannot contact the plugs and suffer possible in 
jury or impair the electrical circuits by causing 
short-circuits, or the like. 

Broadly, the invention seeks to comprehend the 
provision of a wall receptacle cover which is 
preferably transparent whereby the plugs in 
stalled in the said receptacle are visible yet pro 
tected against dislocation by the movement of 
persons about the room or the movement of arti 
cles of furniture, or other objects, by which the 
plugs may become loosened or disconnected. 
While the foregoing objects are paramount, 

other and lesser objects will become manifest as 
the description proceeds, taken in connection 
with the appended drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the in 
vention installed about a receptacle showing a 
service plug housed therein. 

Figure 2 illustrates the invention in vertical 
cross-section, taken on lines 2-2 of Figure 1, 
and showing the supporting and releasable men 
bers for the cover. 

Figure 3 is an inverted plan view of the inven 
tion illustrating the latch release button. 

Figure 4 is a perspective illustration of a Serv 
ice receptacle showing the cover Supporting 
frame installed behind the plate and illustrating 
the cover supporting and latching devices, and 

Figure 5 illustrates, in perspective, a modifica 
tion of the frame employed in horizontally posi 
tioned receptacles. 

Accordingly, therefore, the invention com 
prises a cover f0, preferably of a transparent 
material, such as Plexiglas, or the like, and which 
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has sufficient depth to suitably house one or more 
Service plugs installed in the receptacle 2, 
as illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. It is contem 
plated that outlet openings f3 for the plug wires, 
or cords 4, may be provided on either side. The 
cover O is preferably rectangular in form and 
has tapered sides and rounded corners and edges 
to present the minimum projection from the Wall 
and be attractive in appearance. 
The cover O is supported about the face plate 
5 of the receptacle 2 by a frame 6 which is 

preferably rectangular in form, as shown in Fig 
ures 4 and 5, and has one or more intergal later 
ally extending brackets at its upper edge and 
a tensioned integral latch member 8 at its 
lower edge. The members and 8 are arranged 
to engage the plate 5 at its top and bottom, 
edges when installed in either vertical or hori 
Zontal positions, as shown in Figures 4 and 5. 
The frame 6 has a greater outside dimension 
than the plate 5 and extends beyond its edges, 
as illustrated particularly in Figure 4, but its 
internal dimensions are such as to provide for 
the engagement of the edges of the plate 5 with 
a suitable Surface to insure rigidity of the frame 
6 When installed. 
The frame 6 is preferably die stamped and 

formed from a relatively thin but durable metal 
So as to minimize Space yet provide Sufficient ten 
Sion in the latching member 8 to properly retain 
the cover in position. The upper bracket 7 
is formed with an upturned portion a which is 
adapted to enter a recess b in the upper inner 
wall c of the cover 8, as illustrated in Figure 2, 
whereby the cover f is supported. Another re 
cess d is provided in the lower inner Wall of the 
cover O which is engaged by the rib 9 formed 
in the latch 8, also shown in Figure 2. 
When the cover iO is installed the upper end is 

placed over the bracket 7 so that the member a 
engages the recess b and is pressed in Wardly 
against the tensioned latch 8 which springs up 
wardly until the recess d receives the rib 9 thus 
latching the cover O and securing it against re 
moval until the latch 8 is raised by preSSure upon 
the release button 20 which operates through the 
bottom of the cover 0, as shown in Figures 1, 2 
and 3. The operation of the latch 8 by the but 
ton 20 is shown in Figure 2 in dotted lines. 

In Figure 5 is shown a modification of the frame 
f6 which has the supporting brackets 7 arranged 
along one of its longitudinal edges and the latch 
8 in its opposite edge. Many outlet receptacles 

are installed in horizontal positions and it is con 
templated that the invention be equally as use 
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ful in such instances as when the receptacle is in 
the vertical position shown in Figures 1, 2 and 4. 

Manifestly, certain changes and modifications 
in the structure herein shown and described with 
out departing from the spirit and intent of the 5 
invention or the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a snap-on cover for an electrical Service 

outlet, in combination with a plug receptacle hav 
ing a face pates thereora, a rectangular frame 10 
adapted to be secured by said face plate and 
formed with yieldable brackets projecting there 
from for attaching said cover over said face plate, 
a substantially rectangular cover having indental 
tions formed in each end engageable with said l3 
yieldable brackets and being detachably Supported: 
thereon, a tensioned latch member, formed on said, 
frame opposite said brackets yieldably latching 
said cover to said frame, and means in the-bot 
tom of said cover for releasing the same from said 20 2,157,957 
latch. 

2. In a latch-on cover for electrical service out 
lets, in combination with a service plug recepta 

4. 
cle having a face plate thereon, a rectangular 
frame supported behind said face plate and hav 
ing Supporting brackets for a cover projecting 
therefrom a latch formed on the lower portion of 
said frame opposite said brackets, a substantially 
box-like cover for said receptacle and plate sup 
ported by said brackets and releasably secured by 
said latch, and means in the bottom of said cover 
for releasing the same from said latch. 
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