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2 Claims. (Cl 40—124)

This invention relates to a device commonly referred
to as a “bulletin board” for displaying printed sheet ma-
terial.

Bulletin boards are commonly employed in offices,
banks, stores and other places for displaying sheets of
paper having news items, office regultions, advertisements
and the like imprinted thereon. In most cases the sheets
are periodically changed so as to display the latest items,
regulations or other matter for the intended viewer and
in the change the fasteners that are commonly used to
secure the sheets against the display surface are frequently
lost. There is a need, accordingly, for bulletin boards that
have sheet fasteners or mounting devices for the sheets
displayed which are more or less permanent components
of the board as opposed to being detachable. The detach-
able fasteners are frequently dropped or lost, as is exem-
plified in those cases wherein thumb tacks are employed
for fastening the sheets against the display surface of
the bulletin board.

A general object of the invention is to provide a device
for displaying printed sheet material.

_ Still another object is to provide a bulletin board hav-
ing fastening devices for the sheet items displayed there-
on which are more or less permanent components of the
board and which are unlikely to become detached from
the surface forming components of the board and lost.

Most of the bulletin boards commonly in use employ

thumb tacks or the like as the sheet fasteners, and conse- &

quently, the display surface of the board is made from
material in which the shank of the tack may be embedded.
This material is usually relatively soft, frequently being
cork, or in some cases a soft rubber and becomes chipped,
etc. with continued use. The soft surface forming mate-
rial has the disadvantage of providing an inappropriate

surface for writing, and the need frequently arises for

making pencil notations, etc. on the displayed sheets by
the viewers. With such soft materials it is not infre-
quent that for lack of a harder backing, the pencils or
other writing implements employed pierce and tear the
sheet and this is obviously undesirable.

Accordingly, still another object of the invention is to
provide a bulletin board which enables the use of hard
surface material for the display surface and which there-
by avoids the problems associated with writing on sheets
displayed against softer materials.

Still another object'is to provide a bulletin board hav-
ing sheet fasteners which are more or less permanently
associated with the display surface and which although
permanently located at the display surface provide little
interference with sheets that are hung on the display sur-
face and extend thereover.

The novel features which are believed to be character-
istic of this invention are set forth with particularity in
the appended claims. The invention itself, however, both
as to its organization and method of operation, together
with further objects and advantages thereof, may best be
understood by reference to the following description taken
in connection with the accompanying drawing, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a front view of a device embodying the
concepts of the invention showing the display surface
against which bulletin sheets may be secured, certain parts
being broken away to show the supports for the front
panel of the device;

FIGURE 2 is a side view of the device shown in FIG-
URE 1 as seen along the lines 2—2 therein; and
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FIGURE 3 is a sectional view of a fragment of the bul-
letin board along the lines 3—3 in FIGURE 1, the view
being shown in isometric form to particularly illustrate
certain fastening devices used in the embodiment.

With reference to the drawings, the bulletin board in
the illustration is generally designated with the numeral
10. It includes a shallow forwardly opening box-like rear
portion 11 that is adapted to house certain components
of the display sheet fasteners 12 which are used in re-
taining the displayed sheets against the display surface
13 of the bulletin board, and also includes a front panel
14 which is detachably fastened to the housing 11 by
metal fasteners, collectively designated at 5.

Housing 11 includes -a flat rectangular back panel 16
which is adapted to confront the wall when the bulletin
board 16 is suspended from a wall, and further includes
elongated rectangular top and bottom side panels 17, 18
and opposite side panels 19, 20. Panels 17, 18, 19 and
29 are integrally joined to the adjacent edges of the back
panel 16, and at their opposite ends are joined to the ad-
jacent ends of the side panels thereat. The forward edge
portions of side panels 17, 18, 19 and 20 are bent in-
wardly to positions normal to the plane of their respec-
tive sides, as seen in FIGURE 3 by reference to the elon-
gated front edge portion 21 of top side panel 17, and in
FIGURE 1 by reference to the elongated front edge por-
tion 22 of side panel 20. As thus bent, the forward
edges of the side panels 17, 18, 19 and 206 form a con-
tinuous inwardly projecting flange 23 that surrounds and
defines a front opening 29 in the housing 11.

The housing 11 has a pair of laterally spaced flat nar-
row upright extending straps 24, 25 which are secured
to the upper portion of back panel 16 by rivets, such as
rivet 26, so as to provide a two-point means for suspend-
ing the bulletin board from a wall. Straps 24, 25 extend
above the top panel 17 and are provided with suitable eye-
lets 27, 28 at their upper ends for receiving the shank of
a wall penetrating fastener, such as a nail, screw or the
like therethrough.

The front panel 14 of the bulletin board is formed from

" a flat rectangular metal sheet 30 which is adapted to cover
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the opening 29 in housing 11. The edge portion 13 of
the sheet 30 is bent in the manner apparent in FIGURE
3 to strengthen the panel and to provide a flat surfaced
border or marginal portion 32 in the front face 33 of the
panel 14 and which surrounds and is forwardly offset
from the plane of the bulletin sheet receiving display sur-
face 13 thereat. The sheet portion 34 (FIGURE 3) be-
hind the front border 32 is bent in the form of a for-
wardly opening C-shaped channel for strength purposes,
and this channel type bend provides a flat border por-
tion 35 in the rear face 36 of the panel which is rear-
wardly offset from the general plane of the face thereat.
Border 35 confronts the opening surrounding flange 33
in housing 11. The corners of sheet 30 are, of course,
appropriately cut out to enable the border forming bends
to be made in the sheet.

Panel 14 is releasably secured to the housing 11 by
metal fasteners, collectively designated at 15, two fasten-
ers 37, 38 being suitably spaced and provided at the bot-
tom of the housing, and another two similarly spaced
fasteners being provided at the top of the housing, only
one upper fastener 39 being shown (FIGURE 3). The
method of fastening the front panel 14 to the housing 11
is best seen by reference to fastener 39 in FIGURE 3
which comprises a flat elongated resilient metal member
41 which has an end portion 42 that is bent inwardly at
right angles to the general plane of the member. The
opposite end 43 of the fastener 41 is fixed to side panel
17 with a rivet 44. The bent end 42 is forwardly offset
from the flanged edge 23 of the housing 11 thereat and
engages the front panel 14 in a suitable slot 45 provided
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thereat for receiving the end of the member. In this
respect, and as is apparent from FIGURE 3, the outer
flange 26 of the C-shaped channel bend in sheet 30 has
a small slot therein for receiving the bent end 42 of fas-
tener 39. :

The flat members of the fasteners are made of resilient
metal such as spring steel, so that they may be bent out-
wardly, as for example into the dotted line position shown
with respect to fastener 39 in FIGURE 3, so as to facili-
tate removal of the member ends from the slots, and thus
enable the front panel to be removed from and replaced
on the housing, to facilitate access to the housed compo-
nents. The front panel 14 is supported on the two lateral-
ly spaced fasteners 37 and 38 at the bottom of the hous-
ing when the housing is suspended from a wall and, ac-
cordingly, the metal members are of sufficient strength
to accomplish this objective.

The display sheet fasteners 12 are mounted in the front
panel 14 and suitably spaced one from the other in verti-
cally spaced horizontally extending rows 47, 48 and 49.
The structure of the display sheet fasteners or mounting
devices 12 is best seen by reference to fastener 50 in
FIGURE 3, the other mounting devices being structurally
the same.

Fastener 50 includes an clongated shaft-like element
51 which extends through a suitable hole 52 therefor in
the front panel 14. The rear end portion 53 of the ele-
ment 51 is threaded, and has a wing nut 54 threadedly
engaged thereon and a washer 55 which is slidably dis-
posed on the shaft-like element 51 in front of the wing
nut. Between the washer 55 and the back face 36 of the
panel 14 is a coil spring 56 through which element 51
axially extends and which is normally compressed be-
tween the washer 55 and the back face 36 so as to con-
tinuously urge the shaft 51 rearwardly in the direction of
arrow 57. The front end 58 of shaft 51 extends through
hole 52 and has a flat more or less elongated arcuate plate
member 59 which is fixed intermediate its opposite. end
portions 60 and 61 to the front end extremity of the
shaft 51. The opposite legs 62 and 63 of member 59 ex-
tend generally radially of the axis of shaft 51 but are
arcuately bent in a manner such that the concavity 46 of
the member 59 faces rearwardly and confronts the dis-
play surface 13 of panel 14. As such, the end portions
60, 61 of member 59 engage the display surface 13 of
panel 14 under the urgings of spring 56 and are adapted
to engage the border portion of a bulletin sheet when the
latter is disposed between one of the end portions 68, 61
of member 59 and the display surface portion thereat.

This is best illustrated by reference to mounting de-
vices or display sheet fasteners 67 and 68 in FIGURE 1.

When the arcuate members 65, 66 of fasteners 67, 63
are pulled out and away from surface 13, the border por-
tion 76 at the top of sheet 69 can be interposed between
the lower ends 71, 72 of the respective members 65, 66
thereof, and upon their release the springs (not shown),
urge the ends 71, 72 info engagement with the sheet 69
to clamp the sheet against the display surface 13. If the
spacing between rows 47 and 48 is suitable for the sheets,
displayed against the surface 13, they can also be clamped
at the bottom, as seen with reference to sheet 69 by inter-
posing the border portion at the bottom of the sheet 69
between the upper arcuate portions 73, 74 of fasteners
76, 76 and the display surface thereat.

It is apparent that by manipulating the wing nuts of the
fasteners 12 to further compress the spring thereof or to
release the extent of the compressive force thereon, that
the force exerted by the fastener in holding the displayed
sheet may be regulated as desired.
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Use of the arcuate member, such as member 59, has
several advantages.. The center portion 79 of the member
59 is offset from the display surface 13 of the bulletin
board. This enables one to grasp the member with his
fingers and to pull the member forwardly against the urg-
ings of the spring in placing sheets between the ends of
member and the display face. It also provides a mini-
mum of obstruction to sheets that hang downwardly over
the front of the arcuate member as seen by reference
to sheet 77 in FIGURE 1.

It is apparent that by using the display sheet fasteners
described herein that one can use hard surfaced mate-
rials in the construction of the device and thus provide
a hard metal surface, such as 13, against which the printed
sheets are displayed. As such, one can write on the dis-
played sheets without the troubles encountered in using
softer materials of construction.

While only a certain preferred embodiment of this in-
vention has been shown and described by way of illustra-
tion, many modifications will occur to those skilled in the
art and it is, therefore, desired that it be understood that
it is intended in the appended claims to cover all such
modifications as fall within the true spirit and scope of
this invention.

What is claimed as new and what it is desired to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States is:-

1. A bulletin board for displaying printed sheets and
the like comprising surface forming means having a front
face portion adapted to receive sheets to be displayed
thereagainst, and a plurality of spaced mounting devices
for releasably securing the sheets against said face portion,
said mounting devices being located vertically and hori-
Zontally over said front face, each of said devices includ-
ing a member extending through an opening in said face
and baving a unitary headed element in front thereof,
each said headed element being an elongated arcuately
shaped plate having opposite end portions adapted to en-
gage against said front face portion, each said element
edge portion being adapted to engage a marginal portion
of a sheet disposed between said element and said face
portion, said plate having a convex outwardly facing sur-
face between said opposite end portions and a portion be-
tween said opposite end portions offset from said face
portion when said -opposite end portions engage said
face portion, and resilient means behind said face portion
imparting a force to said member for maintaining said
member in its position in said opening and for urging said
opposite end portions of said plate into a position against
said face.

2. A bulletin board for displaying printed sheets and
the like in accord with claim 1 wherein each of said
mounting devices further includes manually manipulat-
able means cooperating wtih said resilient means for ad-
justing the force imparted to said member.
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