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The present invention relates to a new and 
improved play pen and walking device especially 
adapted for enabling a baby to walk without the 
aid of human assistance. 
An important object of the invention resides 

in the provision of a combination play pen and 
walking device that will serve to restrict the 
activities of the baby placed therein while pre 
cluding the possibility of self-sustained injury. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

Wide a combination play pen and walking device 
comprising a hollow elastic top ring supported 
upon leg members which extend through the 
lower Side of the ring and are secured to the 
upper side thereof. The leg members are 
mounted upon casters which render the device 
readily transportable, and as additional confining 
means there are provided annular rubber mem 
berS Supported in spaced relation on the leg mem 
bers between the top ring and the casters. A 
guard member is disposed substantially centrally 
of the top ring being adapted to prevent injury 
to the child's fingers by being caught between 
the top ring and a door frame or article of furni 
ture. 
The invention will be fully and comprehen 

Sively understood from a consideration of the 
following detailed description when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing which 
forms a part of the application. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the device. 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view thereof, and 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional view through the 

top ring and illustrating the manner of attach 
ing the leg members thereto. 

Referring to the drawing for a more detailed . 
description thereof, the combination play pen 
and walking device indicated generally by the 
reference numeral 5 comprises a top ring 6 
formed of rubber or other elastic material, the 
same being hollow and open at its inner side, 
as more clearly shown in Figure 3 of the draw 
ing. The ring 6 is of Substantially the same 
shape and Construction as a pneumatic tire com 
prising upper and lower side walls and 8, re 
spectively, and front wall 9. The flanged por 
tions 0 formed on the open inner side wall serve 
as gripping members for the child confined with 
in the ring and may be engaged when moving 
the device over the floor while learning to walk. 
The interior of the ring 6 being hollow may 
further serve as a receptacle for containing 
various articles Such as toys and the like. 
The front wall 9 of the ring 6 is preferably 

formed with a hollow substantially cylindrical 
shaped guard ring of rubber or the like which 
may be vulcanized or otherwise secured thereto, 
The purpose of the guard ring is to protect 
the hands or fingers of the infant from coming 
in contact with a door frame, wall or article of 
furniture within the room as the device is moved 
by the walking motion of the user. The guard 
ring may be removably attached to the ring 
6 in which case it would be attached to Said ring 
by means of a clamp or the like 2 as shown 
in Figure 2 of the drawing. 
The ring 6 is mounted in a horizontal position 

On leg members 3, said members being of any 
desired shape or size and arranged in spaced 
relation relative to the ring. Each leg member 3 
extends through a slotted opening 4 formed in 
the lower side Wall 8 of the ring, the extending 
or upper end of the leg abutting the inner por 
tion of the side wall 7, being held thereto by 
means of a Screw or the like S and washer 6. 
The leg members will be rigidly held within the 
opening 4 by means of the screw 5 thereby 
eliminating the use of the conventional rungs. 
To serve as an additional means of confining 

the infant within the device, there is provided 
a series of rubber or the like rings attached 
to each of the leg members by means of a bracket 
8. The rubber rings 7 are preferably Sufi 

ciently rigid to support the weight of the infant 
or child when raising himself from a sitting or 
kneeling position to a standing position. 
The leg members 3 are Supported on con 

ventional casters 9, each caster being provided 
With a Semi-circular shaped guard 20 to prevent 
contact of the infant therewith. The guards 2) 
are attached to the lower ends of the leg mem 
bers 3 by screws or other fastening means 2. 
The herein described and illustrated play pen 

and Walking device has been constructed in a 
manner to afford healthful and amusing exercise 
to the user. As the infant progresses in size and 
strength and is able to assume a standing posi 
tion, the device renders a natural aid in enabling 
the infant to acquire the steps necessary to walk. 
By reason of the fact that the device is primarily 
constructed of a rubber-like material, there will 
be precluded the possibility of the marring of 
furniture as the device is moved over the floor. 
Also it will be understood, of course, by those 

skilled in the art that variations in the herein 
above described device involving the substitution 
of Substantial equivalents for the devices de 
scribed are intended to be comprehended within 
the spirit of the present invention and that the 
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invention is capable of extended application and 
is not confined to the exact showing of the draw 
ing nor to the precise construction described and, 
therefore, such changes and modifications may 
be made therein as do not affect the Spirit of 
the invention nor exceed the Scope thereof as 
eXpressed in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device of the character described compris 

ing, a Substantially hollow rubber-like ring, Sup 
porting means extending through one wall of said 
ring and attached to the opposite wall, a guard 
ring Secured to the Outer side of said ring, and 
means attached to said supporting means for 
rendering said device portable. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising, a hollow Substantially cylindrical-shaped 
rubber ring, the inner side of said ring being 
Open, leg members for said ring, said leg mem 

2,235,598 
bers extending through an opening formed in 
the lower side of said ring and abutting the 
inner portion of the upper side thereof, means 
for attaching said leg members to the upper side 
of said ring, and guard means Secured to Said 
rling. 

3. A play pen and Walking device of the char 
acter described comprising, an enclosing ring, 
said ring being formed of an elastic material and 
of hollow construction, supporting means for said 
ring, said means including vertically disposed leg 
members extending through one wall of said ring 
With means projecting from the upper end of said 
leg members and extending through the opposite 
Wall of said ring for attachment thereto, and 
guard means Secured to the outer portion of 
Said ring. 
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