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(57) Abstract: The invention provides a strip, spine and filing
system. The strip includes two or more formations defined along
its length, each formation having a resiliently deformably open-
able slit leading from an edge into a partly or fully enclosed hole
defined in the strip, the strip thereby being configured to engage
complementary formations provided on a spine for a file. The
strip further includes a means for attaching to a sheet.
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Title: Filing System

Technical field of the invention

This invention relates to filing. In particular, the invention relates to a

strip and spine for a filing system and a filing system.

Background to the invention

Traditional paper filing systems such as lever arch type filing systems
require holes to be punched in the paper sheets to be filed. A punch is
therefore required. The applicant is also aware that such punched paper,
when filed, is cumbersome to page and often tears out if the punched holes
are not reinforced. The files used for this purpose is generally thick. One
solution to the above problems is to use a pre-punched transparent
envelope wherein the paper could be inserted without the need to punch the
paper. However, such envelopes are expensive and add unnecessary bulk
and weight. Another inconvenience associated with punched holes is that
the rings which hold the punched paper or envelope need to be opened in
order to remove the paper or envelope and sheets filed inside a folder
cannot easily be rearranged. Another filing system is to paste sheets in a
book in order to keep information together.

[t is an object of this invention to provide a filing system which does
not require punching, nor require action of applying glue and removes with
ease, and which does not add bulk. It is also the object of this invention to
create a book from sheets or to easily add sheets to a pre-configured book

utilizing the new invention.

General description of the invention

According to a first aspect of the invention there is provided a strip for

a filing system, which strip includes:
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two or more formations defined along its length, each formation
having a resiliently deformably openable slit leading from an edge into a
partly or fully enclosed hole defined in the strip, the strip thereby being
configured to engage complementary formations provided on a spine for a
file; and

a means for attaching to a sheet.

A resiliently deformably openable slit will be understood to include
any opening which is not fully open in its natural state irrespective of size,
shape or configuration of the slit.

Sheet will be understood to include a sheet of paper or any other

sheet of plastics material or page stationary.

The means for attaching the strip to a sheet may be an adhesive
layer on a side of the strip for adhering proximate along an edge of the
sheet.

The strip may be manufactured from resiliently flexible plastics

material.

Each formation may be a cut-out from the edge of the strip to define a
generally C-shaped or generally claw shaped notch. It will be appreciated
that the free ends formed by such a C-shaped or claw shaped notch will
releasably engage complementary formations. Such complementary

formations may be on a spine of a file.

The adhesive layer on the strip may be covered by a removable strip.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided an
elongate spine for a filing system, which spine is provided with two or more
formations, each formation being curved in a plane transverse to the spine
and cross sectionally shaped to be complementary to a formation defined by

the strip as described above.
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The spine may have a space where an information label may be
displayed preferably on the back of the spine.

The spine formation may have a generally T-shaped cross section.

It will be appreciated that the strip formation, when engaged with the
spine formation, can move along the curve of the spine formation to allow

paging of sheets attached to the strip.

Each of the formations provided on the spine may be shaped to be
complementary to and receivable into a generally C-shaped or generally

claw shaped notch defined in the strip.

The number of strip formations and number of spine formations may

correspond.

According to another aspect of the invention there is provided a filing

system which includes a strip and spine as described above.

The system may include a sheet which is provided with a plurality of
formations along the length proximate one edge of the sheet, which is
configured to engage complementary formations provided on a spine of a
file. Such sheets may be configured to be used as cover sheets, for

example, for a file as described above.

The system may also include printed diary or personal organiser or
any other pages which is provided with a plurality of formations along the

length proximate one edge of the page.

The system may also be used for printed information or publications

which need regular updating and replacement of its pages.
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In use, a person would take a sheet of paper he wishes to file and
attach a strip as described above to the sheet along one edge thereof, using
the strip of adhesive. The sheet can then be releasable attached to a spine,
as described above, in a “zip” like manner. Such an attached sheet can
then be paged, removed, rearranged and replaced as the user wishes with

minimal effort and without the use of any moving parts.

Detailed description of the invention
The invention is now described by way of example with reference to

the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:
Figure 1 shows a side view of a strip for a filing system, in accordance with
the invention; and
Figure 2 shows a side view of a part of a strip engaged with a spine, in

accordance with the invention.

Referring now to the drawings, the strip, in accordance with the
invention, is generally indicated by reference numeral 10. The strip 10 is
manufactured from resiliently flexible plastics material and is provided with a
plurality of formations 12 along its length, which is configured to engage
complementary formations 14 provided on a spine 26 for a file. The strip 10
includes an adhesive layer 16 covered by a removable strip on a side
thereof for adhering proximate along an edge 18 of a sheet 20. Each
formation 12 is a cut-out from the edge 22 of the strip 10 to define a
generally C-shaped or generally claw shaped notch. The free ends 24
formed by such a C-shaped or claw shaped notch releasably engage the
complementary T-shaped formations 14 on the spine 26. The formations 14
on the spine 26 are curved in a plane transverse to the spine 26.

It shall be understood that the example is provided for illustrating the
invention further and to assist a person skilled in the art with understanding
the invention and is not meant to be construed as unduly limiting the

reasonable scope of the invention.
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Claims

1. A strip for a filing system, which strip includes:

two or more formations defined along its length, each formation
having a resiliently deformably openable slit leading from an edge into a
partly or fully enclosed hole defined in the strip, the strip thereby being
configured to engage complementary formations provided on a spine for a
file; and

a means for attaching to a sheet.

2. A strip as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the means for attaching
the strip to a sheet is an adhesive layer on a side of the strip for adhering
proximate along an edge of the sheet.

3. A strip as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the strip is

manufactured from resiliently flexible plastics material.

4. A strip as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein
each formation is a cut-out from the edge of the strip to define a generally C-

shaped or generally claw shaped notch.

5. A strip as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the

adhesive layer on the strip is covered by a removable strip.

6. An elongate spine for a filing system, which spine is provided
with two or more formations, each formation being curved in a plane
transverse to the spine and cross sectionally shaped to be complementary

to a formation defined by a strip as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5.

7. A spine as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the spine formation has
a generally T-shaped cross section.
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8. A spine as claimed in Claim 6 or Claim 7, wherein each of the
formations provided on the spine is shaped to be complementary to and
receivable into a generally C-shaped or generally claw shaped notch

defined in a strip as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5.

9. A spine as claimed in any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein the
number of spine formations correspond to a number of strip formations in a

strip as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5.

10. A filing system which includes a spine as claimed in any one of
clams 6 to 9.
1. A filing system as claimed in Claim 10 which includes a strip

as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5.

12. A filing system as claimed in Claim 10 or Claim 11, which
includes a sheet which is provided with a plurality of formations along the
length proximate one edge of the sheet, which is configured to engage

complementary formations provided on a spine of a file.

13. A filing system as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 12, which
includes sheets selected from a printed diary, personal organiser and

pages.

14. A filing system as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the pages are
selected from pages of printed information or publications which need
regular updating and replacement of its pages.

15. A strip for a filing system substantially as described herein with

reference the accompanying drawings.

16. An elongate spine for a filing system substantially as described

herein with reference the accompanying drawings.
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17. A filing system substantially as described herein with reference
the accompanying drawings.
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Figure 1.
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