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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM THOMPsoN, 

of Matteawall, in the county of Dutchess, in 
the State of New York, have made certain 
Improvements in Pads for Barness-Saddles, 
of which the following is a specification: 
The invention consists in a molded pad of 

sponge rubber, vulcanized on the outside, as 
will be fully hereinafter described. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents the 
pad secured to the saddle; Fig. 2, a top view 
of the pad; Fig. 3, a longitudinal sectional 
view, and Fig. 4 a transverse sectional view, 
of the same. 
A represents the pad of sponge - rubber, 

lmolded to the form necessary to fit the sad 
dle-tree, and vulcanized upon its outer sur 
face. a, af, and a' represent indentations in 
the molded pad of sponge rubber, to fit the 
projections necessary on the under side of the 
saddle-tree, such as the screw-nuts, to hold 
the terrets firmly to the saddle. 
- The Vulcanization of the sponge-rubber on 
the outside, which is accomplished by any of 
the known processes, prevents any moisture 
from penetrating the interior or sponge por 
tion of the pad; hence the pad is not only im 
pervious, but very elastic or yielding, and ta 
pering to a thin flexible lower or outer end, 
A', so that it will yield to the form of the 
back of the horse, whether the horse's back 
be angular or curved in form, poor in flesh or 

fat, and supports the skirts of the saddle from 
breaking or cracking at the lower extremity 
thereof. . It is formed in molds differing in 
size, each size to be known by a definite nun 
ber, to correspond with the size number of the 
saddle-trees in the market. . 
The harness-maker has no labor to perform 

in stuffing the pads when this molded pad is 
used, as the pad is affixed by inclosing it in a 
covering, end attaching the covering to the 
saddle in the ordinary way. 
This molded pad is, from its spongy nature, 

very easy on the back of the horse, is very 
durable, and not expensive, as the molded ar 
ticle is light all account of its porosity, and 
as a new article of manufacture would sup 
ply a want that has long existed in the manu 
facture of pads stuffed with hair, cork, chip 
rubber, or Other substances coln in only used 
in stuffing the pads, and, being formed to fit 
the saddle-tree perfectly, they cannot get out 
of place. 
Having thus described ny invention, what 

I claim is 
A molded harness-pad, the body of which is 

sponge-rubber covered by a thin film or coat 
ing of vulcanized rubber, substantially as and 
for the purpose described. 
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