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(57) Abstract: [Problem] Channel letters are formed by cutting out lettering in three-dimensional bands, and are made to appear
to float by illuminating light-diffusing resin letter plates with built-in light sources. In order to evenly illuminate the letter plates
from behind, it is necessary to provide light sources at a signiticant distance from the letter plates, and for that reason, the side
walls of channel letters are fabricated by welding stainless steel plates or other types of metal plates, which is both expensive and
labor-intensive. Also, conventional light sources have the disadvantages of not being suited to decentralized distribution, which is
crucial to evenly illuminating the letter plates, and of not being suited to channel letters having complex forms (for example, kanji
characters written in a Mincho font). [Solution] This backlight system enables the decentralized distribution of light sources while
atfording a high degree of freedom as to the positioning thereof, and effectively diffuses the light radiation from the light sources.
This makes it possible to fabricate the side walls from laser-cut resin materials, etc, so that complex channel letters can be fabricat-
ed at low cost, while atfording even illumination of the letter plates.
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